o e — .

Germany and Berlin

8. The Ministers welcome the efforts of the governments of the United
States, Great Britain, and France, in the framework of their special responsibility
for Berlin and Germany as a whole, to gain the co-operation of the Soviet Union
in improving the situation with respect to Berlin and free access to the city.
The elimination of difficulties created in the past with respect to Berlin, especially
with regard to access, would increase the prospects for serious discussions on
the other concrete issues which continue to divide East and West. Furthermore,
Berlin could play a constructive role in the expansion of East-West economic
relations if the city’s trade with the East could be facilitated.

9. A just and lasting peace settlement for Germany must be based on
the free decision of the German people and on the interests of European
security. The Ministers are convinced that, pending such a settlement, the
proposals of the Federal Republic for a modus vivendi between the two parts
of Germany and for a bilateral exchange of declarations on the non-use of force
or the threat of force would, if they receive a positive response, substantially
facilitate co-operation between East and West on other problems. They
consider that these efforts by the Federal Republic represent constructive steps
toward relaxation of tension in Europe and express the hope that the governments

‘will therefore take them into account in forming their own attitude toward the

German question.

10. The Ministers would regard concrete progress in both these fields
as an.important contribution to peace in Europe. They are bound to attach
great weight to the responses to these proposals in evaluating the prospects fo:
negotiations looking toward improved relations and co-operation in Europe.

Economic, technical and cultural exchanges

11. Allied governments consider that not only economic and technical
but also cultural exchanges between interested countries can bring mutual
benefit and understanding. In these fields more could be achieved by free:
movement of people, ideas and information between the countries of East and
West. ‘

12. The benefit of the Alliance’s work in the field of human environmen:
would be enhanced if it were to become the basis of broader co-operation. This
could, and should, be an early objective, being one in which the Warsaw Paci

governments have indicated an interest. Further co-operation could also be

undertaken, for example, in the more specialised field of oceanography. Mor
intensive efforts in such fields should be pursued either bilaterally, multilaterally

or in the framework of existing international bodies comprising interestec.

countries.
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