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REPLY T0 A, C, MORTO. N

Letter from W P. Buekley a8 to
his recent commaunications.

Ep1iTor Dmr RECORDER : |

Resident Nova Sootians in their fight '
against unnatural trade and living con-
ditions are, mo doubt, grateful for the
helpful expressions of sympathy and en-
couragement received from .the great
majority of their absent sons and daugh-
ters who have been forced ‘elsewhere to
earn a living. ¥

On;the otber hand, in marked contrast,
a few buptious, il-informed’ young
Bluenoses iwhomiserably failed to o‘keout
a decent living here and letﬂed in qom
favored provinces call the old folks slae-
kers and slumberers. "By 80 doing they.
may please and curry-favor with the big
interests they now serve.

Inany eveént, it seems clear that they
aim to oloud and prevent public investi.
gation and improvemeant of the econo-
mio position of private and publig busi”
ness in this Province, The effrontery of
those deserters 8 beyond description.
Perbaps it should also be beyond notice.

Every thougbtiul person who has re-
mained bere to keep the-bome. fires
burning realizes there is sometbing]
seriously wrong with the conditions un-
der which we seek to live. Steadily
these conditions are becoming ‘more
difficult and threatening. The cause and
remedy sbould be fouud, despite the
calumny and libel of a few unsympathe-
tio out-ldan who know nothlnz of our
cause and care less.

One illustrious and outstadning son,
now of Montreal, A. C. Morton, in de-
nouncingand reviling our people, paints
out the vast sums of outside money
spent here.

Let it be granted, that his statements
in regard to the. terminals, Dalhousie
aod the explosion are true. What do
they prove ? Mauifestly, tbat the effect
of adverse conditions would bave been
felt more keenly if those expenditures
bad not been made. '

Notwithstauding tbe political expendi- |
tures made Or to'be made here, the aver:
age Nova Seotian caonot keep his head
above water. He is weighed down by |
the coust of living and probibitive freight |
rates and is denied natural lines of trade. |

| He is ready to work but- bolidmtI'..
2

against him. Uader the present econ-
omio policies of Canada there is no
opportunity, in ‘this province for the
average Bluenose to make & proper
living.. If ten times as much outside
money and patronagé werespent bere it
would mot alter basio or Tundamental
conditions one fots, Thbe benefit could
only be temporary and confined to a
relatively few persons in the Immediate
field of the expenditures.

His referenge to the fast that our
people will not invest in new enterprises
‘I8 qquullg ‘simple and puérile. Very
properly they won's invest under pre-
sent donditions. Onoce bitten, twice shy.
They bave all tried it-and kaow that
lndﬁm‘y enanot succeed againstwdverse
economio conditions. A few enterprises
with long established trade: names may |
continue but new dnes cannot get under
way. Let unbelievers try  it. No one
will hinder them. The coast is clear.

In one of his letters Mr. Morton |
seemed piqued that someone bad inti- |
mated that perhaps Nova Seotia bad |
been put into Confederation and into an |
unpatural and unesonomic’ union in |
order that a few rival politicians might |
strut and pose upon a larger stage. He
evidently does not know that such a
remark {s not new. It embodies briefly
and direetly the words of Hon.J. W
Johnston, who in 1865 wrote : ‘“The
opportunity of rhlng to degrees of

whieh. cannot |
be reached in small nd contracted com- |
munities.”

However, if Mr, Morton bae seen fit-to
give up the fight bhere for serviee of'
larger interests elsewhere. he might
with cbarity and grace, allow Nova
Scotians who bave preférred to remain
at bome to work out their own saivation
and public betterment and welfare.

Be it known that Nova Scotia is not
seeking doles or patronage. It wants
ounly justice and the right tolive. If
there be doubt about our rights and
needs as there seemeg to be, let there be a
seatobing public: enquiry .ioto ocon-
jditions, and when Mr. "Morton .and his |
111k ave catled to testify, 1t will be shown
‘m: they do uot know whereof they
-wwrite.

WM. P. BUCKLEY.
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