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Governments in relation to the International Joint Commission has pro-
ceeded upon the basis that the functions of the Commission in such cases
are simply those of investigation and recommendation. These indeed are
the functions assigned to it in such a case by the Treaty of the 11th
January, 1909. Such recommendations as the Commission may make
are not binding in character; they are for the benefit of the two Govern-
ments and for their consideration and assistance in reaching an agree-
ment upon the matter under investigation; while the definite terms of
such an agreement are for the two Governments themselves to decide,
nor is it conceived that either Government could admit that the findings
of the Commission might have the effect of limiting its freedom of action
in this respect.

The Committee concur in the foregoing and on the recommendation
of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for External Affairs,
advise that Your Exeellency may be pleased to forward a copy hereof, if
approved, to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Washington.

All of which is respectfully submitted for Your Excellency’s approval.

RODOLPHE BOUDREAU,
Clerk of the Privy Ceuncil.

1 No. 07

ENCLOSURE 1 IN Neo. 155
ConvENTION between His Majesty and the United States of America to

regulate the level of Lake of the Woods.

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India,
and the United States of America,

Desiring to regulate the level of Lake of the Woods in order to secure
to the inhabitants of Canada and the United States the most advan-
tageous use of the waters thereof and of the waters flowing into and from
the Lake on each side of the boundary between the two countries, and

Accepting as a basis of agreement the recommendations made by the
International Joint Commission in its final report of May 18th, 1917, on
the Reference concerning Lake of the Woods submitted to it by the Gov-
ernments of Canada and the United States of America,

Have resolved to conclude a Convention for that purpose and have
accordingly named as their plenipotentiaries:

His Britannic Majesty: .. .. .. .
:;r;d. : T Ao
The President of the United States of America: .

Who, having comunicated to each other their full powers, found in
good and due form, have agreed as follows:—

ArTICLE 1

In the present Convention, the term “level of Lake of the Woods”
or “level of the lake” means the level of the open lake unaffected by
wind or currents.

The term “ Lake of the Woods watershed ” means the entire region
in which the waters discharged at the outlets of Lake of the Woods have
their natural source,

O

W.L. Mackenzie King Papers
Memoranda & Notes

ot

187

j The term ‘ sea level datum ” means the datum permanently estab-
lished by the International Joint Commission at the town of Warroad,
Minnesota, of which the deseription is as follows:—

“Top of copper plug in concrete block carried below frost line, and
located near fence in front of and to the west of new schoolhouse. Estab-
lished October 3, 1912. Elevation, sea level datum, 1068.797.”

“The International Joint Commission” means the Commission
established under the Treaty signed at Washington on the 11th day of
Janua.ry, 1909, between His Britannic Majesty and the United States of
Ampma, relating to boundary waters and questions arising between the
United States and Canada.

ArrICLE 2

~ The level of Lake of the Woods shall be regulated to the extent and
in the manner provided for in the present Convention, with the object of
securing to the inhabitants of Canada and the United States the most
advantageous use of the waters thereof and of the waters flowing into and
from the Lake on each side of the boundary between the two countries
for domestic and sanitary purposes, for navigation purposes, for fishing
purposes, and for power, irigation and reclamation purposes.

ARTICLE 3

The Government of Canada shall establish and maintain a Canadian
Lake of the Woods Control Board, composed of engineers, which shall
regulate and control the outflow of the waters of Lake of the Woods.

There shall be' etablished and maintained an International Lake of
the Woods Control Board composed of two engineers, one appointed by
the Government of Canada and one by the Government of the United
States from their respective public services, and whenever the level of
the lake rises above elevation 1061 sea level datum or falls below eleva-
tion 1058 sea level datum the rate of total discharge of water from the
lake shall be subject to the approval of this Board.

ARTIOLE 4

. The level of Lake of the Woods shall ordinarily be maintained
between elevations 1056 and 1061.25 sea level datum, and between these
two elevations th:i regulation shall be such as to ensure the highest con-
tinuous uniform arge of water from the lake,

D,uzmﬁ{:nods of excessive, precipitation the total discharge of water

from the lake wa\ upon the level reaching elevation 1061 sea level
datum, be so regulated as tq‘ewi &Aﬁ the extreme high level of the lake
m&. elevation 1062.5 sea level datum.

... The level of the lake shall at no time be reduced below elevation
1056 sea level datum except during periods of low precipitation and then
only upon the aprovel of the International Lake of the Woods Control
Board and subject to such conditions and limitations as may be neces-
sary to protect the use of the waters of the lake for domestic, sanitary,
navigation and fishiig purposes.
AsricLs 5

v mt;h_grqignjon of the International Lake of the Woods Control
?o. d ; Qe.)ﬁrenpggune? ;3 the regulation of the Lake under Articles
 and 4, or the proyision of additional facilities for the storage of waters
tributary to the lake, demonstrates that it is practicable to permit the

upper limit of the ordinary range in the levels of the lake to be raised
from elevation 1061.25 sea level datum to a higher level and at the same

time to preveat during periods of excessive precipitation the extreme °

high level of the lake from exeeeding elevation 1062.5 sea level datum,
this shall be permitted under such conditions as the International Lake
of the Woods Control Board my prescribe. = 8hould such permission be
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