By EDO VAN BELKOM

Over the last three years Nick
Kiriakou’s hockey career has fol-
lowed a path that has taken him
from being a team discard to
potential all-star, with determina-
tion and perseverance paving the
way.

The 21-year-old York Yeomen
centre is finally a regular after two
attempts to crack the line-up failed
and an American scholarship to
Colgate University fell through.

Kiriakou first tried out for the
Yeomen in 1984, the season the
team won both the Ontario and
Canadian Championships. Des-
pite that year’s team being full of
rookies, Kiriakou was told to
return to the Wexford Raiders of
the Metro Junior B League (his
former team) and work on his def-
ensive play.

“When I didn’t get the scholar-
ship and then I couldn’t make
York I thought Wow! What hap-
pened?” recalled Kiriakou, a third
year economics major.

So he went back to the Raiders
and while honing his defensive
skills led the entire league in scor-
ing, and was named team MVP.

The following year Kiriakou
returned to the Yeomen training
camp and earned a spot on the
team, albeit a temporary one.
After early success putting points
on the board, his fortunes took a
turn for the stands.

Ten games into the regular sea-
son an ankle injury forced him out
of the line-up and he never
regained his status as a regular.
The team kept on winning and had
an abundance of centres.

Being a Junior B player on a
team loaded with Junior A talent
didn’t help matters either. (When
former Junior A players began to
dominate York’s roster, the Jun-
ior B skaters—once the backbone
of any contender in the league—
were suddenly reduced to second
class citizens.) Kiriakou watched
the rest of the regular season and
playoffs from the press box.

He admits that university
hockey is a lot different from Jun-
ior B and the switch took some
adjustment.

“The speed of the game is a lot
quicker at this level and there’s
more emphasis on positional
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Third time lucky for Yeoman

CALL ME SPIKE: Yeoman centreman Nick Kiriakou is playing regu-

larly after improving his defensive skills in Junior.

play,” Kiriakou said. “The hitting
is the same, but checking is tighter.
You have to take the man out all
the time and finish your check.”

This year Kiriakou finally
cracked the line-up, playing solid
hockey between former Junior A
Belleville Bulls Brian MacDonald
and Brian Small. Kiriakou is one
of the team’s top scorers and left
winger MacDonald is consistently
in the top 10 of the league.

“I think I've changed. I feel a

difference in myself after a year in
the OUAA. I have more confidence,
I'm a lot stronger (190 lbs after
gaining 10 pounds on a summer
weight program). I know I can
play in this league,” he said.

This confidence in Kiriakou's
play is echoed by Yeomen head
coach Dave Chambers. ‘““Nick
didn’t have the experience with
tough checking because it’s not
that tight in Junior B. But he’s
come along really well. He always
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had great offensive skills but now
he’s playing good two way
hockey.”

With Kiriakou’s place on the
roster established he has a brighter
outlook on the chances the
number one ranked York has at
the Canadian title.

“We play asateam and winasa
team,” Kiriakou said. *“As long as
our head don’t get too big, we
work hard and play our game we’ll
win a lot of games.”

—

|

Register in Central Square

Tuesday, January 27, 9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
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SPEED
READING

8 Sessions
for only
$75.00

Taught on campus in coopera-
tion with CYSF.

$75 includes all materials and
text books, 1 class weekly for 8
weeks.

No charge to repeatcourse ata
later date.

A LIFETIME SKILL

CLASS | CLASS Il

Feb. 2-March 30 Feb. 2-March 30
Mondays Mondays

5p.m. 7 p.m.

Stong College Stong College
Room 205 Room 205

Speed Reading Information MEM Communications Call 1-775-3832
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Thirteen
proves 1o
be lucky
number
for Blues
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main target of coach Bain’s verbal
antics throughout the game, had 14
points—3 of 16 from the field.

Paul Carson, the sports informa-
tion officer at U of T, said “both
teams played their best tonight, for-
tunately the Blues were able to hang
on for the win.”” He suggested the
victory was a product of ‘‘team
work.”

Coach Chapman, elated with the
win, agreed with Carson. ““All our
players played well tonight, both
startersand supporting players,”’
Chapman said. ““We came into the
game as obvious favourites and I’'m
not surprised at all by our margin of
victory. York had a difficult time
penetrating our defence in the first
half but really came on strong
towards the latter part of the game.
Don’t get me wrong, York is by no
means out of it. They had a tough
loss against Ryerson and now they’re
2-2inleague play. York is still a defi-
nite force in the league,” Chapman
concluded.

Coach Bain felt that York “‘came
out flat in the first half and when you
do that, there is an obvious psycho-
logical hurdle to overcome. Nobody
expected us to win tonight but I
thought we had a chance. Some
people predicted we'd lose by as
much as 25 points but our players
played their hearts out tonight. Of
course I'm disappointed we lost but |
always tell the players to take it one
game at a time and I truly believe we
can bounce back.”

On York’s 13 year dominance
over U of T, he said: ““I told my
players to forget about all that, to
just go out there and play their
game.”

Last Friday night the Blues were
able to do what no other Toronto
team has done for the past 13 years—
beat York. For the record on Janu-
ary 8, 1987, the Blues prevailed over
the Yeomen 81-74. The tables have
turned, but for how long? Check the
sports pages in 13 years and we’ll see.

SINGERS + DANCERS ¢ INSTRUMENTALISTS
TECHNICIANS + VARIETY PERFORMERS

Kings Productions, the world’s #1 producer of
live entertainment, is holding auditions for
the spectacular season at CANADA'S
WONDERLAND® Toronto, Ontario.

Pay is good and jobs are plenty. Make your
audition a show we can’t do without!

For additional information call the Canada’s
Wonderland Entertainment Office at

416/832-8356.

Give us your best at:

TORONTO, ONTARIO
Tuesday, February 3
University of Toronto; St. Vliadimir Institute; 620 Spadina Avenue
Singers: 12-2 PM; Dancers: 2-3 PM
Specialty Acts: 12-2 PM; Instrumentalists: 12-2 PM

MAPLE, ONTARIO
Saturday, February 7
Canada’s Wonderland; Canterbury Theatre
Singers: 12-2 PM; Dancers: 2-3 PM; Specialty Acts: 10-11 AM
Instrumentalists: 12-2 PM (Scandinavian Studios)
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