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Socialists, Christians debate

Can Marx or Christ cure human alienation?

By DEBBIE PEKILIS

What is the solution to human
alienation: Marxism or Christianity?

The York Socialist League and the
York Student Christian Alliance
attempted to answer this question
two Tuesdays ago in a debate
between Samuel Esobar, national
director of the inter-varsity Christian
fellowship, and Gord Doctorow, ex-
ecutive secretary of the York
Socialist League.

Esobar, speaking for the Christian
view, defined human alienation as a

- process of man becoming conscious,

\

or coming to his senses.

“It is the discovery of the distance
between what we are now and what
we have grasped we should be,” he
said. ““It is the human being living in
an inhuman situation.

‘“Man is alienated because his way
of life in the world is not as it should
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be. Man puts himself at the centre
of the world and has no meaningful
relationship with his neighbour, his
family, or his friends.”

Esobar said this situation is caused
by man taking things that he has
created and making them his god.

“Man creates institutions and
machines which escape his control,”
he said, “‘and he prostrates himself
before them.”

Esobar said Christianity realizes
that man is an alienated being, not
living as he should. Jesus Christ
gives men morals, he said, that will
teach them to be what they should
be.

‘“He has a way of showing them
how to be human, how to be dis-
alienated.”

Doctorow, speaking for the Marx-
ist view, defined human alienation
as “‘an expression of the fragmenta-
tion or disintegration of human con-
sciousness due to a lack of control
over conditions”.

Two specific types of alienation,
he elaborated, are the alienation of

communication, and economic
alienation.

Doctorow said economic aliena-
tion means that a worker is forced to
sell his labour power to an employer
in return for his subsistence, or that
he is separated from his means of
making a living. In this way, man is
no longer human, but is an abstract
being, a part of the productive
process. This was Marx’s definition
of alienation.

Economic alienation, said Doc-
torow, extends from the economy to
the broad social sphere. In society,
this alienation takes the form of
‘“commercialization of leisure and
supplanting of real needs with im-
aginary needs.” People who can’t af-
ford their imaginary needs become
frustrated and may turn to crime.
This is the result of the manipulation
of consumer tastes by producers.

Daoctorow said alienation of com-
munication means that people have
no real communication with each
other, and, as a result, are lonely and
apathetic to what goes on around
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them.

This condition is brought about by
man and is the product of history,
said Doctorow. Therefore, “‘it is
only temporary and can be un-
made’’.

He said human alienation can only
be overcome “in a classless society
ushered in by violent revolution”. In
a classless society, alienation will
disappear because the conditions
that cause it — economic scarcity,
private ownership of business, class
divisions — will also disappear, he
said.

There followed a rebuttal during
which the debaters defended their
views to each other and the
audience. Esobar said, “There is
something in Christ that delivers
man from alienation now. We don’t
have to wait until an ideal society
comes about.”

He also said Marx’s solution to
alienation, expressed by Doctorow,
covers mainly economic alienation
under capitalism, whereas
Christianity goes beyond this to
cover all areas, social and psy-
chological.

Doctorow said Marx’s solution
to human alienation is based on con-
crete, tangible evidence, not on an
unrealistic basis. He added that, as a
result of the capitalist productive
process, the human being is
abstract.

‘“He is only part of the process,
alienated and inhuman. No religion
can solve that.”

Addendum: Due to an over-
sight, Debbie Pekilis’s byline was
left off last week’s articleon the
plight of American and Canadian
prisoners.

Labour camp prisoners
try to aid Chilean victims

Four Ukrainian female political
prisoners in the Mordovian ASSR
labour camps sent an appeal to the
camp administration proposing that
their wages at hard-labour camps
be assigned to a fund for victims of
the Chilean Junta.

This request was in response to an
appeal printed in issue number 13 of
the New Times, a Soviet
publication. The news was
reported in September, 1974,
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through the 33rd issue of the Chroni-
cle of Current Events , which is the
Russian-language underground jour-
nal.

The four women, Nadia
Svitlychna, Iryna Stasiv-Kalynets,
Nina Strokata and Stefania
Shabatura, also demanded that a
representative from the imprisoned
women be allowed to attend a
Congress of the International
Democratic Federation of Women.

Both demands were denied by
camp authorities.

These four women are presently
serving sentences of four to nine
years for alleged ‘‘anti-Soviet
propaganda’. They are being kept in
labour camp number three at
Barashevo, Mordovian ASSR, and
are reported to be seriously ill.
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Want ads are accepted in Room I, Central Square, and have to be prepaid. Up
to 20 words cost $1.00, additional words are 5 cents each, up to a total of 30
words. Deadline is Monday 5 p.m.

SPEEDY TYPING of essays, term papers
etc. 50¢/double spaced page. Will pick-up
and deliver. Call Judy 630-9735.

TYPING SERVICES - fast, accurate, neat.
All | ask for is 45¢ per page. All you need
ask for is Richard. 633-0612.

FAST, ACCURATE TYPING at home.
Essays, projects etc. Paper supplied, call
491-1240, 493-1597.

FAST, ACCURATE TYPIST - essays,
reports, letters, etc. 10 years experience,
rush jobs no problem. From 50¢ a page call
Ida, 249-8948.

TYPING, IBM EXECUTIVE TYPEWRITER,
Experienced in M.B.A. case studies and
policy papers, Bathurst-Steeles location,
Call anytime Mrs. Logan, 223-1325.

FAST,ACCURATE TYPING in my home.
Reasonable rates. Call 491-7819.

EXPERT TYPING done in private home

(electric typewriter) Brampton, Bramalea [
area. Essays, theses professionally typed |-

(50¢ page). Call 459-6167. 9:00 a.m. - 9:00
p.m.

ESSAYS, THESIS, etc. typed in my home.
Excellent service. Very reasonable rates.
Yorkdale area. 783-4358.

EXPERIENCED SECRETARY does fast
and accurate typing at home. Essays,
theses, etc. 50¢/Page. Call 633-1713.

APARTMENT TO SUBLET from May
through ‘August. Close to York, large two
bedroom, $182.00 per month. Call Kate
anytime at 638-2705.

TYPING — Term papers, essays, Theses,
etc. Phone Mrs. Douglas 491-1086.

TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT available
May 1st to August 31st. Rent $245.00
monthly, if interested phone 661-4366 after
5 p.m.

3 DRIVERS/RIDERS NEEDED for Drive-A-
Way to Vancouver leaving between March
22-April 3. 832-1526. Adrian.

USED FUR COATS
& JACKETS
TERRIFIC BUYS FROM
$25.

Also new furs from $199.00
A varied and interesting
selection
at VILLAGER FURS
CENTRALLY LOCATED
111 BLOOR ST. W.
2nd Floor .- 961-2393
9:30-7 Mon.-Sat.

Student flights to Europe

Package Tours:
Egypt, Kenya, Tanzania
Caribbean, Hawaii, South
America and Europe

Safariland Travels
55 Bloor Street East
Suite 300 Toronto
Tel: (416) 967-0067

COUNSELLING AND
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE:

—Individual and group counselling
—Academic aid
—Community service

Room 145 B.S.B. 667-2304
Open Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm
24 Hr. Emergency: 667-3333

FAST, ACCURATE typing at home - thesis
and essays, electric typewriter, 50¢ per
page - 491-2423,

SUBLET AVAILABLE May 1st to Sept.
30th (lease expires). Large one bedroom
apartment in University City - unfurnished -
10 minute walk to York. Rent $200.00.
Phone after 6:00 p.m. Mon. - Fri., 661-2828.

TAKE MY NUMBER and call tonight if you
want your essays typed just right. Fast,
accurate, reasonable. 491-8063.

EXPERT TYPING done at home.
Convenient area Dutfterin & Finch. You can
pickup and deliver or through mail. 630-
4321. Carol.

TWO BEDROOM PENTHOUSE apartment,
wallpaper, drapes, underground parking,
sauna, to assume balance for lease June 1
to September 1. Jane and Steeles $202.
per month, 661-7040.

USED FUR COATS & JACKETS $10.00 &
up. New $99.00 & up. Also stoles & hats and
men'’s furcoats. Excellent selection trade
ins accepted. We buy used furs. Paul
Magder Furs, 202 Spadina Ave., Toronto
MS5T 2C2; Tel. 363-6077. Between Queen &
Dundas Streets.

Papers, etc.
professionally done
Campus pick-up and delivery
50° per page
call: 248-2459.

HOUSE FOR RENT at Yonge-Sheppard.
Large yard, garage and basement. Call for
more details, 221-5473.

summer league in Muskoka. Good job and
accommodation provided. If interested call
John at 667-6015.

MEN’'S SHOE SALE, Central Square,
March 17-21 and March 24-27. Hand-
made, Leather uppers, and Leather soles.
Retail value $40.00-$50.00. Sale Price
$21.00.

| WOULD LIKE to have a rider to share
driving to go to the West Coast (either B.C.
or California). Time of departure - mid to
late April. Contact M. Stein at 667-6289.

FAST,ACCURATE TYPING at home on
electric typewriter. Theses, essays, etc. 50¢

per page 491-6760. y

WANTED: An Imaginative photography
student to take a few wedding photos on
May 2nd. Interested? Call Shelley
223-3274.

SPEAKERS - EPI 150's (pair) retail $440.

.1 Teac 350 dolby cassette deck retail $400.
-| Been in storage - Best offers. Jamie 781-

5502.

EUROPE & ISRAEL

Student Flights

Car Rentals, Rail passes etc.

Robbie Goldberg
CONQUEST TRAVEL
3333 Bayview Ave.
Suite 203
221-1112 (days) 782-5033(night)

QUEBEC SKI TOUR, Mar. 22-27, $85.00. 5
days skiing at Mt. St. Anne. All transporta-
tion and accommodation included. For in-
formation and brochure write Canadian Ski
Tours, 25 Taylorwood Drive, Islington; or
phone Gord Allan 247-2339.

WOMEN

The Women's Workshop has
new hours and a new location.
We still offer assertive training
and awareness groups, but
our informal hours to meet
and talk, read and have coffee
have been expanded. We are
now open Monday to Friday
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Located in Room 102 B.S.B

ABLE OPTICAL

Glasses the same day — We fill doc-
tor's prescriptions, repair and replace
broken glasses expertly. Large selec-
tion of modern frames at reasonable
prices. Located in the Jane-Finch Mall
opp. Food City.

Cary Quail,

Optician. 638-2020

YOUR UNIVERSITY
OPTOMETRIC SERVICES

By Appointment
S. Salsberg, O.D.
M.L. Gross, B.Sc., O.D.
Central Square
667-3700

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY: 40 to 70
colour prints, complete coverage (home,
church, reception) - $99.50, for an oppor-
tunity to see samples of our work call
“Brides Only" photographic services at
231-3158.

YORK UNIVERSITY
DENTAL SERVICE

By Appointment

Rm. 114 Founders Residence
Tel. 667-6327 or 749-6831

DEADLINE
FOR
CLASSIFIED ADS
MONDAY 5 P.M.
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