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about the procedures of the shock tri-
als, she simply stated that “it was the
DND. There was nothing we could do
about it.”

Some of Mr. Whitehead’s other
concerns included the fact that during
one of the blasts the hydrophones used
for checking marine mammals in the
area were destroyed, and that one of
the blasts was at a greater sea state (a
rating of 4 out of 10) than is officially
considered safe for the environment.

In 1992, blasting by Hibernia in
Trinity Bay, Newfoundland resulted
in ruptures, blood clots and distortions
in ear sections of humpback whales
that died near the site shortly after the
explosions. Researchers also saw an
increase in the number of disoriented
whales in the region that had to be

rescued after wandering into fishing
nets. Interestingly enough, one ob-
server was reported to have said that
this was the best whale watching trip
he’d ever been on.

“So much for the Oceanic Desert,”
he remarks.
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