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This American skipped and danced over the Engliah itinerary au nalvely as a spring lamab. Harry
Beach Needham, snapshotted along the road from Bristol to Glastonbury where the Abbey was.

THE "4AMERICAN" IN ENGLAND
Men from S4yscrapers and Snake Fencés among the Hedgerows

By AUGUSTUS BRIDLE

S AM -KISER, froni the Chicago Record-Herad- wellbknown humorist," as they say in press
notices and other obituaries-was goi'ng down
Fleet Street in old Lonidon the other day along

with a Canadian newspaper mian. Both were mem-
bers of a Canaian Ai.,merîian delegation visiting

En'iglanid in search of

'*New York Sun, bu7y
a Nw York Sun, sir?'

4- chattcrcd a newsboy
jiooking square at the
Canladian.

He bouighit; Sanm
44 ~ likew'ise. The boy had

no Chl.icaigo papers. The
ew i ay have heard

Of Chicago; but lie
kniew% nothing about
Monitreal or 'Toironto.
A\11d to) hi S. E'. Kiser
and the inan fromi To-
rointo we-(re both chips
fri the saine block.
They(, lookedl alike, talk-
cd alike; and Ille boy
reckoncd they were
both froni Amecrica,

ToDizy, author of 'Ciutl"

TIIgettîng bits sen Icgs whichi in bis cas
nieant New York,

A Nock or two farthecr amiong the unusual traf
fie, the like of whichi mas neyevr seen on Broad-
waiy or State Street, swiggerinig storey-high miotor
bu1',s, ddigtaxis, jiggering decadent cabs, grecat
drays, picayunle Coster carts and apple woîneni-an-
othier niewsie- piped out ta the Canadian, who hand
last track of the man froin Chicago:

-Papier, sir? Bniy a News, sir-only, a cent."
"Oyau inuan a ha'penny, 1 guiess ?"
Yesir. Fold it for you, sir? 1 thought you

was from mrua Thanky, sir. But it's really
wvorth a penny, sir. You sc, I folded it,"

This wveasel-eyed critic saw no difference be-
tenthe Canadian and the average, Amecrican on

Fleet Street; thougli the Cainadian saw a vast dif-
ferenice betwý,,en that newsie anld the average newý-
boy ini To'(ronto. To the London tiewýsie al those
chapis %%ho di(dn't wecar niorning coats or knee
breeches or diniky littie caps and scarves were fromn
the land of the dollar and of the New York Sun.

A few days carlier down in Bristol, which soinc
L.iondoers tel] vou is mnerely a seaport suburb of
London, the Canadian-American party of scribes
got another view of the "ha nds-ac ross- the sea" pic-
ture. Bristohians are quite as observant as Lonl-
doners. Perhaps they take even more interest in
Canada than Londloners do. On a high hlI above
Bristol stands the Cabot Towver mnemorial of John
Cabot wvho, sailing out of Bristol in 1497, discov-
ered the mainland of Anierica-so they say over
and over again. To the Bristolians the enitire party
were Caain -Samn Kiser, with his solemn reti-
cence, Tom Daly from Philadelphia, swarthy as a
peanut vendor and as un-Canladian as a cart wheel

dollar; Harry Beach Needhaî, from a littie of
everywhere, but as Chicagoesgue as Kiser; Ernest
Cawcroft, fromi Jamestown, N.Y.; and Herbert
Vanderhoof, a Yankee of some generations now bie-
coming a citizen of Canada-were ail Canadians, so
far as Bristol could sec. It took Bristol two days
to make sure there wvas any real difference.

I don't know how the -Americans" in the party
took this compliment. It was really a delicate mat-
ter; thouigh it %vas as easy as roiling off a log tu
go round with these companionable "cousins"~ of
ours. WVhen y ou pause to argue it out there's no end
of trouble, To eall a Yankee a Canadian is absurd.
To ealf a Caniadian an Amnerican-is a matter for
dsission,. Soine Canadians insist that America
dIoesn'*t stop at the Great Lakes and parallel 49. But
let a L-ondoner cail a Canadian an American, and he
at once insista:

-Canadian, if you pleatse."
WVhich. inay be a symiptomn of no-annexation,

aniti-reciproeity, nationalismn or niew Imnperialism-
wvhichever way the wind happens to be blowing. For
it's one of the hardest things on record for a Can.
adian to decline what hie really thinks lie is, to an
Englishmnan who for generations bas summed it al
up) in the convenient terni "colonial"; especially when
junlkcting with a nuixed-up Canadian-Americari
part ysuch as, ours was. Crne member of the party

conessed his cosmnopoiitanism by saying that
thoughi a Canadian by birth lie was now neither
citizen or subject; never having becomne natural-
îsed in the United States. Another born in Can-
ada, living haîf in thc United States and rearing bis
famuily in Canada, was in a somnewhat similar-pre-
dicanient. When a South-of-England mani heard
cither of these taiking with equal famulianity about
political conditions in New York State and thc
province of Ontario he was naturally as much be-
wildered as when lie beard the Chicago-Winnipeg
delegate talk as intimately about State Street as
lie did about Edmonton.

The personnel of the party wý%as ail the more
complicated by the fact that but one was both Can-
adian bon and living altogether in Canada. One
of the other Canadians was born in Ireland; an-
other in England; and the writer, though born in
Engiand, left that country as a youngster thirty
years ago.

But wc were ail a unit in one respect; the won-
derful novelty of old Etigland; of Bristol, more
Eniglisli than London; of Somierset, marvellous for
dreamyv valleys anid hatinted caves, cheeses and
cathiedrals; of Devonshire, glorified by hedgerows
and sea walls, cider and junket and Devonshire
creani, ruined casties-and cathedrals; of Glouces-
tershire, almost equally beautiful, but flot so lovely
as "Devon, gloriousUDevon."

On an eight-days' swift itinerary froin train to
dharabanc, fromn bus to taxi, and again on motor
cars or on foot, where youl wished f or a day just
to loaf in sonie sleep-haunted, archaic little town,
peakful of centuries of interest, it was a constant
series of sensations and shifting sentiments, malinly
froni the country, somewhat from the mixed-.upness

of the party to which were addecl se
of Englishmen ail as interesting to us
to them. Whereby the Canadian dis(
times that he bas so much in comm
American that he has lîttle or nothing
pure Englishman at ail; sometirnes th
him so much of the British that lie fee
more at home on Fleet Street than on

Though a Canadian sees Broadwa
Street ten times to once that he sees
the man on Broadway may not even k
a Notre Dame, or a Yonge Street, o
Avenue. Provincialism may bie as coi
Fleet Street as on N'otre Dame or Bro-,
cagoans assert that Broadway is full
York alleges that Chicago is flot the re
city. Toronto and Montreal'have thei
acteristic insularîties.

But from a snake rail fence to a
hedgerow; from a skyscraper to a Nor:
puts Canadians and Americans on one
Englishmen knew that we were ail ai
beautiful England. They had the sho
the eyes. They had the stories; we thi
only difference between Canadianis an(
may have been that one was trying i
the other mainly seeing things. To 1
man we were ail Qne party. If theý Lo
Bristol had been told that Tom I)alý
-Montreal and Sam Kiser from Winnip«
have believed it. We talked much the
ed much the samne; perhaps thought dif

After a public dinner in Exeter, mic
of aIl cathedral cities, a British journ2
ed to a Canadian regarding a speech hi.I say, the people here don't scem
your American humour very well,
They're a bit keener to it in Bristol, ti

-Well, to bein with-why do y(
'American' humour when it was flot
cither ?"

But there was no use to argue th(
far as vernacular went, Canadians an(c
were ail one. Owen Seaman, editor of
iately attempted to analyse American
humour. By American lie probably ini
adian-if any; which is said to, be dc
finds that the essence of American bu
aggeration; of English ' understatement.

,one unmistakable element in some Eng
-which is provincialismn. A Devonsh
cited a ballad about a squirrel to an au~
posed of Devonians and Americans. T,
people the thing vîas decidedly funny; tc
cans-well, not side-splitting at least,
the same audience tixat failed to secaý
in alleged American humour.

However, the visiting delegation <
least two American humorists; Daly
-Tom" Daly is the man who wvrites
Italian verse, one volume of which. is
zoni." He also, recites bis own verse
art of an actor. 0f these lie gave sc2
tions on board ship and in England.
ably "took." When not too busy recitin
stories, of which lie had more than almo
two of the party p.ut together. Tom's


