
CANADIAN COURIER.

CHAPTER XXI1I-(Contiuueci)
Payne' called to, a cormrade outside,

who was, as it happened, new to the
force, andi they speut at least ten ýmîn-
utes questiorng the servants and going
up and do.wu the bouse. Then, as theY
glanced into the gener>I room again, the
trooper Iooked depreeatingly ut his
fficer.
"I, fanoieti I beard somellody' riding

by the. bluff just beifore we reaclie-i the
bouse," lie saici

Payne wiheeled round w<lth a flash in
his eyes. "Then you have lest us our
man. Out with ycu, andi tell Jackson
te try the bluff for a trail.»

They had gone lu another momntlI
and Witham stili sat ut the. foot cf the
table and ,Barrington 8at the ýhead, whîie
the rest of the compaluy -were scattered,
some wonderingly sulent, thotugli ethers
talked inl wispers about the ro-. As
yet they fedt ontly consternationi anti as-
tonishlment,

CIHAPTJER XXIV.
Courtherne Makes Reparatiefl.

TEE ilene inthe big room hati grown

his liead and sat stiffly upriglit.
"What bas bhappenei lias lieen a lIw

to mue, and 1 arn af raid I amf searcely
equal te entertaining y<o' tongh, h
said. 'II shoulti, however, like Pane andi
Macdonald, andi ene or two of the eider
ment, to stay a wile. Tbere us tîill,
I fancy, a gond deal for us~ te do."

The. otheri turned tewards the deer,
but as tuey passed Wltiiam Miss Bar-
rilIt1 turned andi touchedbis shoulder,

ThAen Ikniyli sutidenly, saw ber

usual delay in harnessing and saddling,
and the first vehicle lad scarcely rolleti
awaywhen again the. beat of iuoofs and
thin jingle of steel carne portentously
out of the silence Mauti Jarringten
shivered a littie, as she leard it.

in tiie meauwh4le, the. few- who re-
mained had seated thernselves about
Colonel Brrington. 'When there 'was
quietness again lie glanced at Witharu,
~who stili at at the. foot of the table.

"ýIIave you anytbing more to tell us?"
h. asked. "These gentlernen are lier,
te advise me ýif uecessary."

"Yes," said Witham quietly. "I shal.l
probably leave 'Silverdtale before -mor4-
ing, andi have uew te duand you a state-
meént of my agreement with Courthorne
and, the result of my farning here,
drawn up by a Winnipeg acceuntaut.
Rer. le also a document lu wich 1 have
taken the liýberty of making yen andi
Dane my asasigus. Yon twill, as autiier-
izeti by it, pay teo Courthorne tlie sum
due te im, and 'with your ceusent,
,wlich you have power te withhold, I
puirpose taking eue thousaud dollars only
of the balance that remains te me. 1
bave it here now, ant inl the xneau'whle
surrender it te yen. 0f the. reast, you
will make whatever use that appears de-
sirable for the general benefit of Silver-
dale. Ceurthorie, lias absolutely no
claim upon it."

Ire laid a wallet on the. table, andi
Pane glanceti at Colonel Barringtin,
whoi nodded when lie returned it un-
opeuied.

"lW. 'will pass it without counting.
You aocept the._charge, uir?" -,he said.

probably kuew.the cliarge againet yeu."
"Yes," saiýd Witliam," siniply. "I hope

te refute it. 1 will cerne witli yeu."
He. went eut, andi ïBarrington. stared

at the men, about hi.m. "I did net catch
tlie nanue before. That was the -man wlio
sliet tlie police treeper lu Aibertal"

"ýNe, sir," said tDaue very quietly.
"'Nething weuld induce me te believe it
Of humn."

Barriugten loeked at him lu bewilter-
meut. "ýBut he must have doue-n-
lees," h. said, and enuded witli a little
gasp. "ýGod Lordl There was the faint
reseuiblauce, anud they chauged herses-
it is horriýble."

Dane's eyes were very cezupassionate
as lie laid bis, handi geutly ou bis leadeT's
shoulder.

"Sir," lie saiti, "'you have eur sym-
pathy, and 1 amn sorry tluat te effer it
is al1 we eau do. (Now, I think, w. have
sitayed toc long already-"

They 'went eut anti leift Colonel Bar-
riugtou sitting alone with a grey face at
the leati of the table.

T was a minute or two later when
Withani swnng himself into the. satdi

at tiie door of the. Orange. Ail the. veh-
idles had net lof t as yet, and there was
a littie murmur of sympatby-wieu the
treiopers closed in about hlm. &Sill b.-
fore they rode away, eue of the. men
whleeled b-is horse aside. andi WitbamT qiaw
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