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Three Citizens of To-morrow, Chitdren of the Oneidas of
Yesterday.

Abraham Johrns, at 78 Years of Age, is Stili Industrious.

.je n ,aians of Yeânsterday
A Simple Study of Abraham Johns and His Oneida Peo pie

By JANE STUART

A FEW years ugo if w'as common u inte Albiertaifoothills to, enconter bauds of Inîdians who
looketi Like the budians of 'fie moving pic-
ture séow, tiougli tliey lackei te keen

desire o! fite latter wortiiesf0 slay andi scalp. They
laadn't gosse on te warpait since ",the reitellion,
in 1885, ant i they hail a profound ýreveýrence for ila
members of the Nortli-Weslt Mounteti Police. As
tibey wieiit along bte trail, the 'fravois ti'ragging be-
hinti their cayuses, ra'bbit skiýns biraidet inl titeir
coanse, black ir, bLankeits wrappeti arouati bten,
their mocoasias Lhickiy embroitiereti witIt brigbtly-
coleureti porcuine qulles 'anti beads, ithey wouldt
bave ;sîajfisilfed the îmost exacting'seîarchers for tie
picturesque.

If eveniing founti tiani away ifrom honme tey
woubti pi'tcli fliir 'tepees by a s'treum. Tbe squaws
wouid asurry arounti unpaoltiig or looitiug for bmusit-
wooti for tie filre-perbaps lu bte bhast-e a bianket
woutti ite 'tlrown asitie, and a viviti re:d or pinit print
dresst dispiaye t viiew. ýMe'anwitlle bte braves
wvould leisurely bettake itliemselves Vo Vte, creek for
tiedr stoiacits' sakes. Tîbey wonldt soon fruti a spot
witere 'ie watex was dieep anti sti, anti, of course,_
elcar as crystbai, se tht thfe 'front or grayiug coubd
be pbaiu-ly selon. Part of fhe catch would be Vurued
ovér f0, the fentinine portion o! -the band for tie
sttpper. The reniaintier woulti he, faken Le te
nearest maait bouse f0 lie "swopped" for somle addi-
tion Le te menu-pofatoas, breati or mutk, periaps.

Knowing War, the western Blackfoot or ýSarcee
or Orete was like a sborf tine, ago, you miglit Imagine
Liat IL would lie easy ýte fluti amoug fie Ontario
Incilaus m'any witc coulti toil e! a very dIffereuL ife
frem te one Vb-ey are leadiug uow, 'but îmost o!
fbem do 'net know much o! a wilder existeuce. As
Abrahiam Powbess, whio isý cultivuting te potato
patcli wtl'e bais wife lioes te !ew rows of turulps,
wdl Volt you, ýPmetty mucli civillzeti round liere
uow." "But," you say, "Vie Indilaus iditin't ulways
l'ive 11u housies lite tits ('tItis being a cement brick
cottbage). "*Wlat iti tey live lu long 'ugo betore
t-bey laad ireguar bouses?"

"Oit, I dano, .lt-te aulimile, I gue."
Abrahanm. îiow-ever, could tel] yen o!f au obti mass,

Abrahanm Johns, wbo "lives just late Injun.. lie se
black, -lie goL ne b.ulr ou bis, face.", BoVi &br«aba
are Oneltia I.utiuans, living Lu South Middlesex.
Yeaais 'ago, 'fie Ou-atas livedl near Oneoida Lakte, in
New York State. Thte goverument solti their laud,
gitving ien more Lu Kansas 'Le 'bake îta place. part
of bte tribe, however, toot maitters Lun their owin
liands and came to Canadia. Joins say, lie was five
Yeaffms old at tbe exodus aud lie is now eeventy-elgaL,
60, if bo osu. be relleti upon, they have liveil du On-
VarIe seventy-itbnee yea'ms. As fiey did not balte
POssession of teir Ka-uas landti Vey were pald for
tt-abouýt six yeaýrs ago. Every ludivlduai 'whit
clainiedti e 1praper bneage got somefblng over $100,
so tbere was great joy in' 'Neldertown" wle te
uiOuey bas ted. Tltey reateti froni their laebours a.nd
bOughit liorses and 'buggies, got new clotes, anti
pailuiteti thelr fronit doors (briglit bine or yellow)
Vtili tbey hadto brng tiedir niâluds 'ba-e a-gadu VO fiax-
Pulbirng or bei-ry pleting, 'cora liaskjug or wood-
cltoplssg, fanmlug on a emat scale or bulIng -ont
'by 'the duy. Thie larmer WvhO lives on Vie border
O! Vieý reserve woul't doulitiess adt cllken dÈevlng
Vo Vbla List o! occupations, antd exc'la&lr:

"DOggoue ten, 1 ýwlshthVe wbole Vaibe were out
o! t-bore, J'ust Itle nitght ibefore lasV I letV 'my
&manary toar undocketi andi l'il be -cow-klcked il sème
blamnet Injun didu't conte a-lons aud seel. a bag
O! seeti wliat.1"

Thte 'Oneidas bad pleuty of nioney when titey camne
to Canada, and it 'is said fliat Colonel MahLon Bur-
well, on-e of the pioneers of Middtlesex, usedti f cross
the 'Phames f0 ie reserve ito seil tbopm cucumber
pickles, as titey were -the only people arounti who
bati actai casi, and t-bey were qui-te willing f0 part
\vitI it for the biese sour daînties. T'bey aire s-tiLl
f ond of pickles, andi 'a frequant order lu te littie
general stores ils "Want peekles."

Old Abrahtam Joins now livoîs in a f raime liouse,
but lie points acrose te fieldis to t.be log bouse lie
ns-ed to live lu wîttI ",my filrst woman, not ber," andi
ie ýtelis of the sihanties btey first bullt of basswooti
ba-rk. You îask if bais graudfatiter lived in a tbark
slian'ty:

"Haven't 'any grandfutiter."
"But you ised tu bave one."
"OIt, I 'spose so--when I little fellow."
H1e points with, pride VO lttIe Abmaham, ibis grand-

son, wite goe, VO, te new brick ecitool and Is luni-
bblng 'maoh wIs'domt froim the whte teacIer. "I
give 'hlm nty nain,%" le îsays. "He Abraitai Johnis,
f00."

Like Vie otiber ob&tiaers, lie tbefis o! the numeroas
deeir that used Vo be Lu te woods. These, lie says,
hie aiwiays sliot wilti a gun. 'Shoot squirrel wi'tI
1>0w and arrow," lie says in response te an enquiry
about Vie use of a.rrows. "Shoot lots o! iturkey, too.

Tii. Oid-style Fiaur Mill o f tii. Oneida Indians, a Hoilow Block
and a Club, in Its Modern Surtoundings.

'Pbat's ýwly they caUl It Turk-ey Creek-tbat creoit
over there."1 If yen asit any o! Vie oid men about
bears, every eue will itell y'ou Viat they have seen
oue-s»eidom more. AbrLhani ha te added glory
o! sliooftng -bis bear eomewihere dowst towaird Southt-
woid Station.

"DMd yen eut iL?"
"yee-S." long drwu, ont dg surprise ut tIhe

al>surdity of the question.
You ask if -it was botter ýtian veuison.
"Ye-e-ýs. Good. Fait," is the reply.

One is inclineýd ýto ýbe sontewltac doubtful of Abra-
hiam's taste ini cninary itatters, however, for lie
gîlves greait praise to the corn bread of bis people.
ln the ki-tchen is a holl-ow oak stumnp and a pounder,
whic.h arethe only ciass of reics left un tere-erve,
costumes, jeweLry, etc., ýhaving tbeen bouglit up long
ugo. Most of the Indianis, iuclud.ing the Johît use
this lteritloom Lo gri-id corn for the dhickens, but
Aibrahvam fteJs with grea2t gusto liow Ühey ýused i o
inix the pounded corttmenl wdtth water and beaus
and ýcooik it iu a pot. lis "Y-e-e-s, good," souulds
very convincjng, but if yuu have seenthe concoetion
at a feast cir indian tait' 3ou have au craviltg for it.

lu the old mnan's bouse are two rooms, one a
kitchen, w hile the oLher mighit be termed a bed-
sîùitfigýroojm, for it eouteas three beds and aiso
sucli "parlour furniýture" as they beast of. lu a
large gdlt frame are the family portraits sewed te
geibher ltt one imposing rectangle. Abrahiam points
ont ",my girl" and "my baby boy" (a yonmg man
about twenty), also another woman wbo lives in
the bouse. "That girl. You been here. You know
'beir." You ask if you inight take :a picture of bini.
"Y.ou send one?" hoe auxîously demands itgaiu andi
agaan 'during bte preparations. Glancîng flirougli the
doorway while you select [te spot wliere you w1ant
him 'to sit, you beliold him standing meekly wbile
lais "wonn" draws a oomb relen'flessly through lis
long, taugleti hair. Then be struggles inito bis best
coat .and is ýready. You do novt cbecki these sigus
-of vanity, but yen do insisit on his wtfe keeping lier
pipe in ýsdgb't. The camera clicks and ithen bte olti
Indian says, "Maybe you might ferget ýto send one?"

Next to, tile Johins ives Sarahi Doxtater, &ie wito
suffered niany a beating as te wife of Dan Kiýck,
untbil "Dan, he died, andi site got George Doxtater
for her nman." Sarai liad directeti you to te othier
place,, so you stop to îsay 'thait yen fondt Abraham
,and Vtat lie tolti yon mýany thiings.

"Oh! Taat'ýs a good fihing. Tliat's a good tliing-
lie tell you lots of things," site says, andi wifb lier
bare feot planteti on a cool piece o! grass site
watches yon drive away.

Insideu Stori es3
By NORMAN PATTERSON

S IR1 WIILLIAM ILALPH MEREDITH, once te
Leder 0ef the WonServaLive Opposltion in the
Onario Legisiature, now chie« justice of te

Province aiid cliaxcedier of ithe Uln'versity of Te-
route, lias been a ieading figure in recent public
Inatters. lits friendsbip witl Sir James Whitney,
wlio was 'bis suocessor ii tbe leadership of te on-
tarie Coniservaives, is an outsitantiing teature lu the
yire of oach nian. Nor was it tie attraction of
opposites whicli broughit the i toget.er. Tbey are
mucli aiuike in titeir stnrtiy uprlgit'nes and their
equadly sirurdy franltness. indeeti, their enemies have
sai ýtney eîacli posasessed the saine sublime egotisîn.
Peritaps ite citarge is largely true, but lu bovhthfe
eýgotiim was saveti irom severe censure in being
uiseti for te public gooti rafler ian privaite
uiggrantiizement.

ýbir Williamn Mereditb bas, liowever, come te au
impasse in bis public career. He, las been chairnian
of ulie consmittee f0 revise te statistics of Ontario,
a job wîlticb la wt býe perfornied every 'ten years. Tue
revisdon was due lin 1907, but -tie volumes are not
yet 'reatiy. Sir William bas 'doue 'se mnuch revising
,chat bie lias praoticany rewrI'tten te wbole 'provift-
ctal law. Rie lias nmade, ît is aiîeged, more raicoal
chianges on bis own iauthority d.n te seven or edgt
years lie bas 'been ut -thte work tlia tLie Legisiature
di in thVe sanie perioti. Wlieu ýtiese reviseti statutes
appear, tbe lawyers of the province will be forceci
Luo 'boum teir 'professions anew andi ail sorts of
conipanies will nýeed to pase aiew bydaws ito 'meet tlie
new conditions,

But thbe moat peculiar eveanit ïn, tbe Meredith re-
glîme la Sir Wili&iais recenit report on Workiuen's
ýConmpensation. This is an officiai report, ortiered
from hlmn by iliLs frieud, Sir James Whbitney. It ils
ýmost radical. TJ.ere are Lbose ýwio say Lt coutains
fihe inost socialistic recomnmendations: ever pronini-
@atet inl a British country. Every emlployer of
labour in OMUarjo is figling it biard, andi wlieu it
ýcores Up in the Legislture, in a fortnligbt or itwo,
tfhe battie wili lie intense. Last week, the Canaiau
Iiunbermen'e Association met at Ottawa, 'and CIte
aecretary declared titat "te -bibi la vicions Ln its

affïects" and a gla-ng oexample of class Jegislation.
The Ontario Conservative pollîtlclan la worried.

If te pa-rby is forced to tbrow down tbe Meredithi
report iten the labour unions, espeeially tbe Soclis-
tic ue.mbers, wll bowi. If it adopta -te Meredith
report lt will gain the opposition of every large em-
ployer in Ontario and perbaps cr1pple te ndustrlal
expansion c« ie province,

Indeeti, there are tiose wbo go so fax a.s Vo aay
titat the Mereditht Worlcnen's Compensation Re»port
wll 'wre'k thte Conservetlve ,party and 'brlng te Lib-
enal» luto poer. iO! courseý lu making this calcula-
Lion, Itey figure Viat'Sir Jantes WbLtxey wlll neyer
returu Vo 'the Houe, and Vint wIten lie leaves te
'Ios<plbi 'he wGll retire 4nito private, IiUê


