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an the ooaside, I dandered oot, butI
brocht away the buits ta prove she's
no sae gleg as she thinks, wee tbing,
she is.'

"lThere was naw no danger that wcster-
ha' would dctect their presenoe, accord-
ingly Hugh crawied through a gap ini
the bedge, dragging the boots behind
bum. Tam followed a moment later.
They made directly towards me with
their backs bent. With the hagte of a
pair of rabbit poachers layung a net
under cloud of nigbt, they procceded ta
put the frayed ends of my tronsers in-
ta the boots. I cannot bonestly say,
howevcr, that I experienced a single

* pleasurable sensation tbrougbout this
performance. Indçeed, my estbetic sense
of the fitness of thunga received rather a
rude shack when I indulged in a furtive

* glance at my extremities. 1 had be-
corne so decidcdly respectable that, witb
the addition of an eyegiass, 1 felt I
might casiiy have been mistaken for
anc of Arrnour's true -bine hunting
aristocrats crawiing ont of a ditch.
Hawever, 1 was fain ta excuse the deed
because of the humane, I might almast
say tender, sentiment by whicb it was ac-
tuated. Their mission fnlflhed, Tam
and Hugh turned ta go. It is doubtful
if thcy observed my lipe move, or were
cognizant of a bosom beaving under the
influence of an almost 'poignant emotion;
but in the moment of their departure,
1 bad the happy inspiration ta invake

* a bogie's benediction. It is seldom, that
this act of blessing is pcrformed now-
adays, but, (and they may iaugb wbo
will,) it is a well-attested fact that no

* harmn can befail the recipient of sncbi an
expression of gaadwill.

"The day passed witbaut fnrthcr in-
cident, snnshiue and ebower filling the
interval witb that uncertain glory which
is the inalienabie heritage af April.
Towards evcnung 1 was attracted by the
sound of someone siuging on the road-
way. It was a man's voice, strang and
cicar, yet of a meiting quality and full-
nese of tone seldom beard on the King's
broad bigbway. As the singer approach-
cd I began ta distinguish the words of
his gang."

"cAnd the wfld wavcs left bebind us
Seem ta murmur as tbey flow,

There are kindly bearts that wait you.
In the land ta which you go."
"He stopped at tbe fence; and whie

he proceeded with the chorus of bis
song, be houored me witb a searcbing
glance. I naturaily rcturned it 'witb a
flxed stare. Somebow 1 had a creepy
feeling that this tramp bad designs upan
rny apparel. I fervently boped be was
npt attracted by my caat. The truth
is, 1 didn't speciaiiy prize this parti.
cular article of attire; but I bave been

* compelled, from motives of poiicY, ta
change it so often that I am in im-
minent danger of being taken for a
politician. Sa far as our respective gar-
ments were concerned, there was littie
ta choose betwe-n us. L say it with
reluctance, but I honestly believe, that
iny own appearance wouid have been

* considered by any unprejndiced ob-
server as, at least, a degree less out-
rageons. The newcamner could not be
more than thirty; he was big and braad-
shouldered, but his unkempt beard and
xnassy bead of bain made bis age a
matter of mere conjecture.'

"My friend," said be Mith great
coîdiality wben he lad conciuded bis
sang. "It almost appears ta me that we
have met before. The cut of your coat
and the unhappy nianner in which1 your
trousers fali away at the knees, sup-
port me in this belief. wVas it at the
club, 1 wonder; or the tlieatrc," do you
tbink? Neither? You deny the soft
impeachament? well, perhaps it wvas
only a chance resemblance to myseif
that causcd me to think wc w'ere "10
strangers to eaei other. (ertaiulv, the
gay nature of Yont- Iabiliincnts. or
l)roperly speaking, your gpneral ,ar-
toritil effect, gave the imipressioni of a
fanijîjar acquaintance. Believe m'e, it
is so long since I hiff the plea-sure of
mneeting a persom of stueli a prepossess-
ing exterior and suavitY of manner that
I am disposed to îmlprove the shininig
lîour bv' cstabiisling a somnie%hat dloser
intirnacv. If vou %%,Fltbe s'o conldescend-
ingly Aiîgîng. therefor. old chappy, as
to overlook the fact that 1 neglected
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1te send in my card by the butier, I will
3drop over the fence at once. There is

just a possiblity that we may fInd some
thing ta admire in each other before
we separate. Not to put it too bluntly,
I hope ta be able to persuade you to
part with an upper or nether garment.
Mark you, 1 do flot desire that we
should do this after the sordid fasb-
ion of two miscrable Jew pediars. But,
haùig it ail, as a bona fide excbange

Ltransaction between two gentlemen,
and soleiy aon the ground of mutual
advantagc. But what it this? A score-
crow with a pair, of boots ? Sir, 1 arn a

Dmild man, accustomed ta put things in
;simple, teniperate, double-refined, sug-

ar-côated pbraseology; but, sir, tULs
gidily, immodest, frivolous departure
f rom ancient custom takes tne inevit-
able biscuit! My muner conscience forc-
es me to a sudden resolution. For th~e
sake of the social amenities, I verily be-
lieve I muet relieve you of your foot-

>wear. 1 do not doubt your clothes are
of incalculable service to yau in the ex-
ercise of your calling. But insomuch as
they are somewihat oldfashioned and
ont of date, it is my gracions will and
pleasure that yon retain these for the
present."

A moment sufficed for this genial way-
farer ta relieve me of rny boots. Seated
close behind me be Proceeded ta kick
off bis own and- substitute "Wes3terha's"
lesa worn pair. ScajýeeIy had he coin*
pleted the exebange wben the sound of
wheels on the hard road made him look
up. Rising at once and running baîf
the distance which lies betwcen me and
the hawthonn and beech hedgerow, he
halted suddenly. Pushing his hat wel
back on bis head and raising thé collar
of his coat over bis cars, he stood stiffiy
balancing bimscif on one leg, bis hande
thrust deep ini bis trousers pockets. Rie
attitude, which was obvionsy meant t
caricature my own, was no ma.nifestly
grotesque that it was wth- difficulty 1
succeeded in suppressing a chuekle. At
this moment a polo-cart, ini which werc
seated two men, came into view. Sur-
prise apread upon their features at sight
of two scaecrowu phqced in sncb close
juxtaposition. One of the occupants was
Dave, Carruthers, the other a neighbor
farmer. Bath bad been imbibing "not
wisely but too well" and they viewed
the curions spectacle with alarm.

"Westerba,» said the younger man, as;
he brought the horse ta a stand close
by the fence. "uat take a keek over
yonder and tell me what yon see. I'm
mair than haut persuadit rynyci are
deceivin' me."

«I pereive-I bebold," Dave stem-
mcrcd, hardly prepared ta admit the
truth. "hIndeed, Rab Struthers, I se
naething byordnar, but 1 ken what you
think I sec."

"Then," said the other, though more
ta bimself than bis companian. "I'm
noa' juist the wastrel I was beginning ta
thunk masel'. As an bonest man and
faither o' a family, I wad ask yau, Dave
Carruthers, for what purpose you have
placed twa bogIes in this corner o' yeur
field?"

«Twa bogies, Rab Struthers?" Wes-
terba' exclaimed as if he had mistaken
the cause of bis companion's. apprehen-
sion. "I tell you there's but ane. Wi'
my ain hands I installed him there this
mornin.' Take my advice and don't
think iôa much aboot this illusion, Rab.
I've been like that masel mony a time."

"'Although you're an aider man tlîan
me, Dave," bis companion returned, "I
wandna permit you ta say you can
ploa a straughter furrow, or carry a
glass to your mou witb a steadier haun'
than 1 dac masel. It's near the gloamin'
but you canna' persuade me I don't see
twa bogIes where you say there audlit
on]y ta be ane."

'Ton display a contentions speeit.
]Rab," the old man complained. "ýBut 1
trust I can affix the biame in the proper
quarter. Vou reînind me of a story I
ance heard aboot twa Ulithe fellows like
oorsels tlîat wandered into the *trnng-
crs' gallery in the Hoose o' Comnh. "I
canna see thie Speaker', says one. 'Dod.
man!' sax-s the tither,' that's rnaist
extraordin'ar' for I can sec twa.' And
Wcsterha' laughcd immoderately at the
obvious moral which adorned Ihiq tale."t

"Gin vou put it lice that, Westerha',"
answered Struthers somewbat nettled
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