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yTis just ffty years since C deration, and people
.1 ae ineresed h revewig the _&ctions that led

te this great histerical event, a'nd i reading
once agnin the great spejeches that were made by tic
tatesmnen cf that time. For in those days there

were statesmen-men with wisdomn, clear vision and
power cf epresson, men who thougi they differed
mi mtters cf policy were yet true imperialists as they
were true Canadians.

,Between 1759 and 1867 thc various sections of British
Empire in North America existed as independent
unita. In 1840 an attempt was made to unite Lower
and Upper Canada but the attempt was net whoily
succesaful. A gooJ sketch cf conditions is given by
'Mi. Gray in his stery cf Confederation.

"The practical concession of their rights having
heen establiehed, the people cf British North America
set ticmsclves te work, each province in its own
wny, te, develop the resources cf its own Iocality.
A healthy climate and great natural advantages
bora them onward, but no one common direction

Moverned the general movement. Enci did what was
Letfor itscif, regulated its tariff by its own immediate

wants, built its little Chinese wail round its own
frontier, and tnxed the manufacturera cf a sister

rovice as readily as tiose cf Russia or the United
te.Resting on its mother's leading hand, enci

tôddled along i its cwn harmiese way. But science,
stenm, telegrapha and railways had taugit a ncw
education. The stupendous progrescf the United
States, with an unrestricted commerce fromn Florida
te Maine, steod eut in hold contrat te tic narrow
poicyf provincial isolation; and thînking mnds,
nimance cf their time, conceived that if ail the
Provinces cf British North Arnerica were united, witi
a common tariff and an unrestricted internai trade, a
atimila result, te a certain extent, migit be obtained.

"No sericus attempt, however, at a political union
had heen made; but the public mind was rapidly
expnnding bcth te its importance and necessity. In
1854 the question had been brought up in the Nova
Scotia House cf Assembly, and the great leaders cf the
Conservative and Liberal parties, Messrs. Johnston
and Howe, throwing aside the rivalry cf pnrty, had
delineated witi equal power the advantages that
would resuit from combming the ecattered elements
cf prosperity and strength separately possessed by the
several provinces.

"In 1858, i the Canadian Parliament, tic move-
ment assurned a more tangible shape, and union was
made a pat cf the policy cf the Government. Mr.
Galt, on iz becoming a member cf the administration,
insisted on its being made a cabinet question; and
Sir Edmund Head, in hie speech at tie close cf the
session, intunated that his governmcnt, during the
recess, would take action in the matter. These
tendencies, hewever, wcre ail abortive; thcy produced
nothing.

"The war in the United States, however, and the
Trent afair in 1861-2, put an end to ail vacillation on
the part cf the Imperial Government; and from tic
Prune Miniter te the peasant, whether Liberal or
Conservative, whether Tory or Radical, but one
policy for the future was te prevail. British America
was te he consolidated; British America was te be
made self-reliant; British America was te be put in a
position te require as little from the British Govern-
ment as was possible, with an ailegiance tint was

voluntary, and a connection tint was almnost nominai.
Tic întegrity cf the Empire was te 1w prescrved, but
the outlying frontise-was te hê- inanly instrumental
in prescrving it. Union reoeived an asteunding im-
pulse. It periape neyer before occurred tint two
mndependent bodies, mnovmng in their own orbita, se
suddenly and se simultancously rcceived an influence
fromn different causes, impelling themn in the sanme
direction, and that direction te resuit in their mutual
good. The force was irresistible; it was to tie same
end, but neither body was te beceercive cf the other.
The outward pressure cf rmutual neccssity and mutual
advantage broke like ligit upon tic public mind Botigarties were te he strengtiened, but tic resuit was te

ecobtained by the voluntary action cf a free people,
the exercise cf their constitutional rigita, thc assent
cf the national judgment.

"In the winter cf 1864, though thti public mind was
thus agitated, ail reasonable hepes cf effecting any
arrangement with Canada ither cf a fiscal nature or
for tic construction cf the intercolonial rond at an
early day, seemed to have been ahandoned i the
Lower Provincesi and tic Legilatures of New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island hnd, at
their sessions in that year, severally passed resolutions
autherising their respective Governments te enter
into negetiations, and iotd a convention for the purpos
cf efecting a union cf the Maritime Provinces, political
legislative and fiscal. Tint convention was appointed
te meet at Charlottetown, in Prince Edward Island,
in tic monti cf Septemhor foilowing.

"For twelve years George Brown and John A. Mac-
donald had been the leaders of public opinion in Upper
Canada, wiile George Etienne Cartier wa tic feremoat

p olitician in Lower Canada'. At the tune cf the
Dadlock tic govenment was led by John A. Mac-

donald and Sir E. P. Tache. Party warfare was in
those days carried on witi a heat and bitternesa rare
in our time, and* ne politicians iad ever denounced
one another more fiercely than had GeorgeBrown and
John A. Macdonald. To Brown holongs the honer cf
flrst laying asiçie personal feelings, and preposing tint
lie and hie friends should unite witi their politica
opponente te bring about such a change in the mode
cf governingil Canada as would ailow lier to hocome
greater and more prospercus tian ever hofore. Mac-
donald and Cartier gladly accepted' tic offer cf their
old opponent, and a coalitio overnment was formed
under the leadership cf Sir E. P. Tache, whose purpose
was te bring about a federal union cf the two Canada,
and, if possible, cf ail tic provinces cf British North
America. In this union tic central goverament should
have charge cf al suci matters as concerned tic whole
country, while caci province siould retain control cf
its own local affaire. Tic plan was known te ho
agreeable to tic Imperial autiorities, who were at tint
time anxious te be relieved cf tic responsibilty cf
dcfending a number cf scattered dependencies, caci
cf whici insisted upon iaving tic fullest mensure cf
self government.

"Tic provinces cf Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island had, during tic samne year, sent
delegates te a convention in Charlottetown in Septemn-
ber, 1864, te deliberate on their own legiBlative union.
A delegation fromn Canada, consisting cf some cf lher
meet -notcd politicians, asked and obtained permission
te attend thc meetings cf thc Maritime Convention.
They spoke in favor cf tic larger union cf all tus
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British North American colonies, and persuaded the
convention to adjouru their meeting and attend
another to be beld i Quebec in October. Thtis fainous
Confederation Convention wns held in the Parliane nt'
Buildings of Quebec, within ight of the field wher.
littie more than a oentury lefore, Englishimen annd
Frenchmen had fought Réfîcély for the possession of
Canada."

It is not necessary to review the Act of Confoderation,
known as the British North America Act. Ita pro-
visions are weil known to the people. If the worlc
had to be done over there might ho a few vig changes,
but the men of the time thought cleanl d on ithe
whole wisely. The conditions of the time may have
made it necessary to insert' or mis place one or two
clauses, but the Act is not final and changes will no
douht yet ho made.i

It is interesting to rend the speecnes made i and
out of parliament dealing with this question. Thère
is space in tus article for only three quotatione.
Hon. George Brown-

"But far in advance of ail other ndvantages would
ho this, that union of all the provinces would break
down il trade barriers between us, and throw open
at once to ail a cômbied market of four millions of,
people. You in the eat would send us your flah and
your coals and your West India produce, wil'. we
would senci you i return the flour and the. grain and
the monts you now buy in Bston, and New York.
Our merchants and manufacturera would have a new
field hofore them-the hamrster i the uamest province
would have the judicial honore of al of them bLoe
him te atimulate his ambition-a patentes oould
secure his right over ail British "Aerica-and in
short ail the advantnges of free intercourue which
has done s0 *dch for the. United State, would bé
open te us ail. One other argument thoaei favor
of the union thnt -ought with ail of us to ei*ht Most
serioualy, and tint argument is, thatit woird elvate
the politics and the oiicneof our- oôuntry.It

wouldhf t s aboe tho petty atrifes -of smnai oem-
munities, and give te our jpublic affaira a -degtte -om-
portance, and te our leading public men a etatus vory
différent from what. they have herétofore' occupied.
On a aurvey of the whole case, I do tbink thorea usno
doubt as, to the high advantgges that.-would resuit
from a union of ail the colonies, provided tuat terme
of union could ho found just te ail the. contracting

pties, and ao framed as te secure harmony in thé.
futre administration of affaira."

Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald
"The whole acheme of Confederation, as propounded

by the.conference, as agreed te and sanctioned by tl4s
Canadien government, beaua upon ite face-the. mak
cf compromise. It muet ho coneidered in the. ight
cf a treaty. Just au surely as this acheme in dofestod
wili ho revived the original proposition for a union
cf the Maritime Provinces irrespective of Canad.
We know that the United ktntes at thue moment are
engaged in a wnr cf enormous dimensions; that the.
occasion cf a war with Great Britain- has again and
ngamn risen, and mn y at nny time i-the future again
armse. We cannot foreme what may b. the reSuit;
we cannot say but that the two nations may drift
inte a war as other nations have don. Lofde. It
would tien ho toc late when war had commencod
te think cf imensures for strengtiening ourselves, or te
begin negotiations for n union with thee ster provinces.
At this moment, in consequence cf the ill-feeling, whioh
ha arisen between England and the United Statu.,
the reciprocity treaty, it seema probable, in about te ho

brought to an end; our trade le hm-
pered by the pasaport systein, and a<
any moment rwe mny Le deprxved cf per-
mission to carry our goodas through
United States channels; the bondod
gooda systein may be done aiwa.y. wÎth,
and the 'winter ttrade with the United
States put an end te. If we do' not,
while our avenue is threntened te b.
closed, open another by taking advnn-
tage cf the present arrangemeMnsd
the desire cf the lower provinces te
dra-w doser the alliance bet<wecn us, we
may sufer commercial and political dia.
advantages it may take long for un to
overcome.
lion. Sir Alexander Gait

'Apart from the advantages from the
free trade wlîich will hereafter exist be-
tween us, thie credit of ecd and ail the
provinces -will be greatlý' advnced by
a union of itheir resources. A larger
fund wiII 1w available as security te the
public creditor, larger industries ,will be
subjecteil to the nction of the legisia-
tien for the maintenance of public
crî.dit, and1 some cf those apprehensions
iwhieh lhave laitterly aifected the public
credit of this country will be remeved.

"ILet us endeavor by this mensure to
aford a better opening than we now.
possess for 4ie industry and intelligence
of the people. Let us âeck by this
scliv.ne to give ithiem higher and
worthier objects of ambition. Let us
net rejectthe c cheme with the brigit
prospect it oif<ers of a nobler future for
our youth, and grander objeets for the

S(Continued on Page 13.)
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