
The Huadòn's Bay Company.
Expenee the Adventurers muf be at to perfeâ the
Difcover7, they having already expended above half
thatSum in their late Expedition.

That the Peticioners find, that, upon a former
Attempt, his Majelly's Predeceffor King Charles the
Second, as a fuitable Encouragement, granted a Royal
Charter to the Governor and Conpany of Adventurers
of Englend, trading to Hudfon' Bay, making them a
Bdody Corporate for ever, upon their Petition, fecting
f6tth, That they had, at their own proper Cofts and
Charges, made an Expedition to difcover a new Paffage
into the South Sea, and for finding fume Trade of Furs,
Mines, and orher Commodities; and gave chem the
foie Properry of all the Lands they fhould difcover,
together with an excliive Trade, to ail the Countries
within Hugoqn's Streights, not in Poffeffion of any of his
Subjeas, or of any other Chriflian Power, wih the
Royakies of Mines, Minerals, Gems, and Royal Fifh,
to enable thern to Snd out the Pailàge, excend the
Trade, and to plant the Countrits they fhuuld difcover,
paying Two E:ks and Two Black Beavers whenever,
and as often as, his Majelly, and hs Succeffors, fhould
enter their Terrirories ; granting to then the greateft
Privileges as Lords Proprictors, faving only their Faith
and Allegiance to the Crown of Great Britain.

The Petitioners beg Leave to obferve, chat -the faid.
Company have not fince effeâually, or in earneft, 1arch-
ed for the faid Pa.Tage ; but have rather endeavoured
to conceal the, fame, and to obitru& the Difcovery
thereof by others; nor have they made any new Dif-
covery, either upon the Coait, or in the lnland Coun-
tries adjoining to ludjon's Bay, fince the Grant of their
Charter; nor have they taken Poffeflion of, or occupied
any of the Laids granted to them, or extended their
Trade inco the Inland Parts of the adjoining Conti-
nent; nor made any Plantations or Settlements, except
Four Fa&ories, and One fmall Trading-houfe, in ail
which they have maintained in time of Peace about One
hundred and Twenty Perfons, Servants to the Com-
pany ; nor have they allowed any other of his Majefty's
Subjeds to plant, fettle, or trade, in any of the Coun-
tries adjoining to the Bay, granted to them by their
Charter; yet have connived ar, or allowed the French
to encroach, fete, and trade, within their Limits, on the
South Side of the Bay, to the great Decriment and Lofs
of Great Britain.

That the Petitioners, being delirous to purfue the
Difcovery of the 'Paffage to the Southern Ocean of
America by Land, or by Water, will engage not only to
profecute the fame until it be rhoroughly difcovered as
far as praéticable, but alfo to fettle and improve the
Land in ail the Countries on that Northern Continent,
by. making Alliances with, and civilizing the Natives,
and incorporating with them ; and by that means lay a
Foundation for their becoming Chrifcians, and induf-
ftrious Subjeàs of his Majefty; and alfo extend the
Brityb Trade into the Heart of that Northern Conti-
nent around the Bay, and- into fuch Countries as they
may difcover beyond it in the Weftern Ocean, and to
ufe their utmoft Endeavours to prevent the Frencb
Encroachments upon the Briti/b Rights and Trade in
chat Continent.

In order therefore te enable the Petitioners to profe-
cute and bring to Perfe&ion, fo valuable a Difcovery,
and to civilize the Natives, and fetle the Lands, with-
out Lofs of Tine; and that the Trade and Settlement
of fuch extenfive Countries may not be longer delayed,
or perhaps for ever loft to his Yiajefty, and bis Succeffors,
by che Encroachments of the Freneb;
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The Petitrners moft hunbly prav, .That bis Majefly
would be gracioufly pleafed to incorporate the Petition-
ers, and the other, Subfcribers for fliding out the faid
Paffage, or fuch of them, and fuch other Perfons as
they 1ball engage in the faid Undertaking, and their
Succeffors, for ever, and grant to them the Property of
al] the Lands they fihall difcover, fettle, and plant, ià
a limired Time, in the Northern Continent of America
adjoining to Hugfon's Bay and Streights, not already
occupied and fettled by the prefent Company of Adven-
turers trading to Hudon's Bay, with the like Privileges
and Royalties as were granted to the faid Company:
And that his Majefly would be pleafed to grant unto
the Petitioners (during. the Infancy of their Settle-
ments) an exclufive Trade, for fuch a Tèrm of Years
as may- be granted to Difcoverers of new Arts and
Trade, te ail fuch Countries into which they fhall
excend their Trade by Land or by Water, not already
granted by A& of Parliament to other Companies,
referving to the prefent Company of Adventurers
trading to Hu(gn'j Bay, ail the Fots, Fa&ories, and
Settiements they at prefent occupy and poffefs, with a
reafonable Diftria round each of their Poffefrions and
Fa&ories; or that his Majefty would be pleafed to
grant the. Petitioners fuch other Relief and Encourage-
ment as to his Majefty in his great Wifdom fhould feem
meet.

We have taken the fame into Confideration, and have
been attended by Counfel both in behalf of the Petitioners,
and the Hudgon's Bay Company, who oppofe the Petition,
as it interferes with their Charter.

The Petitioners inifted on Two general Things: That
the Company's Charter was either void in its original
Creation, or became forfeited by the Company's Condu&
under it.

That the Petitioners have, by their late Attempts to
difcover the North-weft Paffage and Navigation in
chofe Parts, merited the Favour petitioned for.

As to the Firft, the Petitioners endeavoured to fhew,
That the Grant of the Country and Territories included
in the Company's Charter was void, for the Uncer-
tainty of its Extent, being bounded by no Limits of
Mountainis, Rivers, Seas, Latitude, or Longitude;
and that the Grant of the exclufive Trade within fuch
Limits as there were, was a Monopoly, and void on that
account.

With refped to both thefe, confidering how long the
Company have enjoyed and aàed under this Charter,
without Interruption or Encroachment, we cannot
think it advifeable for bis Majefty to make any exprefs
or implied Declaration againil the Validity of it, tili
there has been fome Judgment of a Court of Juftice to
warrant it; and the rather, becaufe, if the Charter is
void in eithçr refpe&, ther' is nothing to hinder the
Petitioners from exercifing the fame Trade which the
Company now carres on; and the Petitioners own Grant,
if obrained, will itfelf be liable, in a great Degree, to the
fame Objeâion.

As to the fuppofed Forfeiture of the Company's
Charter, by Nonufer or Abufer, the Charge upon that
Head is of feveral Sorts; viz. That they have not dif-
covered, nor fufiiciently attempted to difcover, the
North-weft Paffage into the Soutb Seas, or Weftern
Ocean:

That they have not extended their Settlements through
the Limits of their Charter:

That
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