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‘ bgglw}f bedding for a sea voyage. ;.
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- and the gentleman so expelled has been uppnxnte‘('( to an anomalous positio

. toudtdeigmod:and: special jurorsiin-questiohs o

12 CORRESPONDENCE!RESPECTING RECENT CHANGES

colony were ragain doomed o be'crushed ifor- a tite by a'ministry:who had « chosen as Secre:
tary: forithe Colonies,-Si¢ John' Pakington,: the: former agent and. activezsupporter: of: the
obstractives:of Newfoundland.:. «The address.of the Assembly:tothe: House of Commons.was |
kindly presented by:the Right Hon:i Sir. William: Molesworth, the indefatigable advocate of
¢olonial: rights.: : Nor:.was: the-Secretary : for the Colonies; as-we' have reason to ‘believe,
unsupplied-with secret despatches from the loeal authorities, containing fabricated statements
‘ag'to the views of the people .on this: vital and all:absorbing question.- They resorted to every
expedient that self-intérest; low prejudiées, and unfuir intrigue could devise; to: defeat the
people’s representatives, and so-far-as their efforts:liave’ hitherto.gone, to influence'“the
decision; of the British Government, they. have-been: highly successful in securing the reins
of ipbwer in:theirown hands, the offices' of the Government for a‘favoured few, in contemning
public opinion inithe colony, in. neglecting and r actively opposing: its 'best interests, on the

~ questions: of fred’ trade; education,’ local?improvements, - fepresentation, and. several “other

important public;measures. ;b v e den i S s T T
.In the autumn of Jast, year the general elections took place, in the island, .and resulted in
the return, of a large majority iny favour: of the principles of. self:government, who' were
It)hlkqd%ed;tq adopt every constitutional.means to secure its establishment. - The resolutions of
hCy ) 49

ate: Assembly were again. afirmed by, the, present Housey. four. . members only voting

‘ agqip,ét them, and addresses to the D’uke;of ‘Nevwcastle, ;and both. Houses of Parlinment were
.. then,agreed upon, ;- ;s '
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.. The anticipations of the Assembly on the courseiwhich:the Council would likely pursue in

the Sessign;of 1853, on the Representatives’ Bill, and several other Bills, were fully realised.
Among the many measures;passed by the Assembly last,Session and rejected,. or so mutilated

- by; the. Council as to cause their loss, we may,iention,. for ithe purpose of illustrating the

antagonism existing between, these bodies,, and, the hopelessness of expecting their cosoperntion

~for nny;general abjects of! (legislation, the ;Bills. introduced jon the following subjects: . A'Bill

for. taking the Census of the.Island, which, was necessary; :as no: census, had been taken there
since, 1843, to enable, the Liegislature toappropriate the Road and School Monies fairly.among
theyseyeralidistricts . and, for,other purposes; a(Bill, for; the, Relief of the, Poor.. Owing to

adyersg eircumstances, and the system of trade heretofore pursued:in that colony, which made -
the, operative, population: almost ‘wholly dépendent .on a;few. capitalists,; and  consequently

- ill-prepared’to withstand the effect; of.a temporary, failure of their,ordinary pursuits, pauperism

has considerably increased . wvithin the lnst,. few, years, .especially. among, the..aged. and . infirm.

- The,iAssembly was consequently obliged to, make;liberal provision. for; their;relief,-and the

dispengation .of the poor, funds’ was_ entrusted,;to, the. Executive. .| So; much :wag that trust
ahused, that the funds,werenot.unfrequently. spent forspolitical purposes, and.thusibecame -
a,source.of patronage. in the hands of the.Exgcutives. the;poor. were, wronged, and .they
appgaled; tq the. Assembly for protection. , A Sclect, Committee ;took; the matter into con-
sideratign,,and the Government Secretary,of the -Pogr, Board was:summoned and - gave
evidence on the subject. It appears that some characters of bad.repute.were_better provided
for out of these funds than other persons more deserving and moreé destitute objects of charity ;
that!the functions' of the so-cilled. Poor’ Bodrd"Wwere bnly nothinaly' ind “that the head of ‘the
Exedutivemanaged its 'affairs as”he'thought ¥ it hils' Béen'sinee ascertained that a'porvion
of these funds had beenlactually ippropitiited ~with  hls éoncurrencein*providing him with
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A Bhor Reliet B5ill wrs then, adopted by the Jate Flonso: but stjected by, the Couseil. ', Tho

£ v 4 .

Asgembly, then voted the saliry, of, the scerctary of the Poor Board in, Supply, at the rate

fixed by the Executive, 0 as to make him,ip sonie degree independent;of the undue influence
ofk‘x ihg &Ea‘h‘cu‘ti'vét& anc ‘iéé’p&nsible"to‘ the Asgengbl?;g,,ﬂég;thgp Qiyéglj,gr‘gé;o}f ‘his duty. . Two .
attempts were made, in vain, by the Executive to cxpunge it froin’the‘ Supply Bill, and a
message: was ‘privately ‘cominunicated: toi; tHe 1opposiniz. members;  that{ifyithey, persistéd 'in
retaining it in.thatBilljithe dfficér : would: be diecha’rg‘&lf. Ot 7of his:brothers: then: heldia

- deat:in-the Assembly, and anotherpublislied’ a-néwspaper in-the| colonyi:iThé [Executive

Whs ithereforc:desirbus; for:rensoftd that!-weleduite! apparent] ofcontinding asystetn-which
rendered thut officer perfectly dependent on its will, not/ohly-for the ténuter of-his office; but.
for the amonut, of his galary, which had been nearly doubled within a,year, og. two, from his
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tiking"office, | The Assembly refiising to receds, the officer, was, dismissed fof i no express
causo, gxecpt,an, alleged intention of changing,‘the  systern, bus, s, brother, had previously
yoted for' reshonsible government. ', No-actual, clhiange has, been made in the system, except.
to appoint 4 brother-in-law of'one of the Executive, | _ggggil»,tp;,.ﬁ};rﬁhg;"ﬂqﬁiq@}h{g&ls‘r(t}qqt_g‘,.
0"tn Anom: position ‘a8 4'member of
the-Buard,iatinpeducdd salarye: Diringushe; lasts Nession ai Billias againi-adopted.ibylthe
Assombly. to: put distop:to :these ‘ubuses,but «agnin rejéctedsi by the Gouncil, thouglirstiong
cbmplaints weie raised agninstithe present systom] and hélplesépaupers haverdied throughiits
inhumanjoperationseus puu! el Lroipeaile i o1 b oybong aln fo eidian el phon Saiteros
> Bills fondeclaring ‘the: prior.claims.of:séamén «dndifishermefrito theiriivages:but 1of ! the
estates:of tliéir hirers und empldydrs:in:dases ofiinsolverty 3 1for. the ‘ektensioniiand improvés
mentcofithé Newfoundland:Savings! -Bankjlaccordingtotthe general recommendadtion lof'the

i1

‘wrdderiind theé public; Horithe encouragemdnt dfighi Hblﬁ‘}di!é?,'f afid forrthe establishmentof 4

properwjiirykysteni,in: the Supreme: and{.Cedtral: QircnitiCotirts;! met hosuhilhrfite;niAa

altcuntion sofidhe priedrnt jhryld-w it forcesin whosk courtsiwasistrongly recommendéd by:thie
-ableand uphight‘chi¢fjustice of the:island;frora sense ofiite'dbiurd: andsunjust; operatiomfor |

uitléi thiewldw as;ifistandsy petons vithout anj#property: qualificatin whatevers avespermithed.
il 1 iin-questions ofidifésliberty; andpropertyy whilecequallyiaud .
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