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GOING HOME.

AST mentit ve had a sinall talk about various ways ot
taking a summer holiday, and this month. experience
bas reminded me of another %vay, which though flot se

brigbî or interesting or perhaps healthful as those ive considered
still has a beauty and a charni peculiarly ils own.

One doesn't havé to provide deck chairs and steamer trunks,
nor very smart and numerous changes of clotbing noir guide
books for the well-worn, and well-known wvays, nor new langu-
ages for the ceaseleas chatter and intercourse of ihis quiet time,
no one but feels tbat old gowvnsand rakish bats go better wiîh the
country roads and spreading apple boughs, and easy tennis
shoes, and cast off gloves for the rows oti the winding river, and
the rides on tbe scented bay. How lueky is tbe city dame, bow
blessed her littie ones, who cati write the burried note to dear
motber and grand.mother, announcing their midaummer sojourfi
in the dear old home 1 Tbey know se well the sweetness and
the shade and the roominess of that spreading story and a baîf
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house, and they amile and sigh in retrospective anticipative
deligbî, as tbey lookback and forward over good timea of lastsuni-
mer, sure t0 be repeated and augmented, in the comîng days this
year. And witbout a regret, tbey toss school books and slates
inb limbo, and bilariously bid adieu to city frienda and streets
and squares, and laugh as tbey hear motber's low toned and
satisfied voice, thus annwering Mrs. De Touristes enq uiry
IlWhere shall you summer? » with I arn going home tbis
year l " And by and by when the train bringa tbemn bag and
baggage to the smaîl quiet station, and a shirt sleeved Ilbired
man" stows tbemn aIl away in a dusty lîgbt waggon, and a
wbeezy cab, and remarks that Ilthe old lady is just expecting
you Miss Mary,» and the s"Mall boys and girls stare t0 hear
tbeir dignified Mamma addressed by ber unforgotten girlhood's
title, and tbe very simalleat gravely corrects "lMamma is Mrs.
Simkins,you know 1» and tbe hired man amiles and says quaintly
"Is that so?" And tben, far down the tree shaded road, "Mrs.
Si *mkins you know," catches the first glimpse of the ancient
pines and the wveIl-knovn cedars, and in the low gateway, with
a bandkercbief thrown over ber silver hair is IlMother dear,"
and further dowvn tbe gardien path, in bis unfashionable old
garden coat and brown straw bat is a tall old mani, who comnes
forsvard witb a comical air of indifférence and a betraying
quiver on bis thin under lip, and is baled riotously t0 the ver-
andahi seats by four pair of sturdy little armas, whose owners
greet 1dm îvith shouts as "Our Gran'pa." And ivhile he is
dragged too îvillingly aWvay, Miss Mary and mother dear corne
sedately downe tbe patb anm ini arm marshalling the boxes and
the cabby ; and the hired mat. and the baker exchange the
satisfied remark tbat IlMiss Mary ain't a day older," %vhich is
sligbtiy off the narrow path of strict trutbfulness, and at the low
broad sîep mother dear suddenly tbrows her arm about bier
stately daughter and whispers fervently, IlWelcome Home
Perbapa thse thing wbich amuses IlMiss Mary" most of ail, is
the dealings of grandpa and gratidma with the littie onles.
Tbey allow themn to do unheard of thinga, witb thse smiling corn-
plaisance which betrays complicity, but for any of which Miss
Mary's unfaiing memory remainds ber ase would bave infallibly
been spanked or sent to bed, tbey stuif tbem with ripe fruit, and
plead for extra haîf hours up, after bed lime, and actually
encourage thema to chatter (a quite unnecessaxy proceeding)
atîd neyer once unload tisat morlifying remark tisatI "tite folks
sbould be seen and not iseard," whicis hovers ini the air of Miss
Mary's reminiscences. And wvhen*tbey are final]y sbipped off and
Miss Mary stroils about tbe scented patis witis mother dear, or
ailts ait grandpa's feet on the verandab flooir with ber gown hem
resting on a bed of mignonette and ber sisoulders wreatised in
clemnatis she feels tbat it must be a drearn, ber ten years of
wifehood and those four flusbed little sleepera upstaira only tise
children of ber imagination, so strotsg are the backward associa-
lions brougist to life by tise summer bome-coming.

DO CTORS are figisîing tise long, street-sweepibg dresses. Said
one of thein t0 tise mother of tbree young lady daugisters: IlLet
nme advise you to bave thse dresses cleaned in the open air im-
medialely after coming in from thse atreet. Yourmay not believe
me, but in thse fi11h, dust, and dirt collected on the bosiery, sboes,
and underwear by the trailing, flopping skirt, tbere is enough
germ life te sicken your wbole familSr. 1 have nothing to say
against tbe fashion, but if you ivere in my family and addicted
to it, I should. compel you to play -turk and -leave your sboes,
stockings, and trailing robes outside tise door."


