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burgh for July 14-17. These dates were chosen in order to reach the
University students before their dispersion for vacation. It implieds
very decided alteration in all our plans, as we desired to go on to Rome
while on the Continent; but as it seemed to be God’s call, we yiclded
to the earnest and pressing invitation of brethren in Edinburgh, and
abandoning, at least for the time, our Continental trip, went to Kdin-
burgh. The series of meetings which had been planned began witha
garden party on the grounds of Duncan McLaren, Esq., where, on the
early evening of Saturday, July 14, about seventy-five of the leading
people of Edinburgh were gathered. A few informal addresses were
made by delegates who were present, including Mrs. G. Stott, of Wen
Chou, China; Mrs. Armstrong, who has been identified both with Bur-
mah and the Telugus in India, and by her husband, and a short
address by myself. On Sunday Dr. Gordon, myself and Rev. Mr.
Armstrong were put in the pulpits of the leading churches, and in the
evening an immense assemblage was convened in the Synod Hall in
Castle Terrace. The meeting was much prolonged. Addresses were
made by Dr. Gordon and myself, as also by Dr. Simpson and several
others, and five medical missionaries were set apart for the foreign
work. On Monday evening a meeting was called at the Free Assembly
Hall, following an afternoon meeting, which was conducted by the
ladies alone, and which was a meeting of singular power. At this
afternoon meeting Mrs. A. J. Gordon spoke, followed by Mrs. Arm-
strong and Mrs. Moses Smith, Miss Child, Mrs. Stott, ete., and it could
be easily seen that the tide of missionary interest was rising rapidly.
The Scotch are not easily moved, but when they are moved, have cor-
responding momentum. Notwithstanding the afternoon reetiag was
continued so late, the evening andience filled the Assembly Hall. Loru
Polwarth presided. Dr. Gordon, as usual, made a most happy and
powerful address, and it fell to me to make the closing speech. The
sympathy of the audience was manifest and profound. The tide wus
still rising. As I concluded, the solemnity and the silence impressed
ug all that God was there, and that He was using the facts and appeals
presented to move the great audience as only He can do it. The
brethren gathered around Dr. Gordon and myself, and suggested that
we should visit other cities of Scotland and endeavor to arouse deeper
and wider interest in missions. The next evening a sort of conversa-
zione was held at the church offices on Queen’s street, on which ocea-
sion brethren from all parts of Scotland convened for a stated meeting,
and we had the rare opportunity of reaching and touching many
springs of church life. There the proposition was first made formally
that we should spend some months in a mission tour of Scotland, and
consent to fill appointments made for us by a central committee repre-
senting all various branches of the church. The proposition was start-
ling and novel. It involved an abundonment of all previons and




