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cause of tho logical nature of tho language. But tho undorlying
cause of' ail this is, I doubt not, te ho found in the instularity oi
Great Biitain," a faet bî'ouglit into special prominenco in an
article latoly contributed by the historian Frcinai;, te theâJue
nurnber of the Uonteinporary .Review. England ie ii, truth IlAlter
Orbisy" " Wo grew up " ho wËIteq, "las an insular Teutonie peo-
ple, a people -of thoroughly insular mould, whose insular
eharactorietics l)a«irte(l ns in inany things lrom every continental
Teutonie people." Nor' is thie peculiarity eonflned te the
Dinglisl 0f Gret Bi-itain. IlThe groatniass of dependent colonista
of -Great Britain,." lie adds, "lare geographically isianders; and
oven those who are geogu'aphical iy continentals, are praetically
isiandere .elu of the distinctive character of' the Englieli
fdlkc in Amoricai, as well is of' the distinctive character- of tho
En glish folk in Britain, undoubtedly cornes from this praetically
;nsuIar position of both." In other words, tho insular position
of oui' ancestors gave a distinctive shape te, thoir problom eof
existence.- They -wero freer than others, because, though quite
as, brave and quite as military as the i'est eo' the wvorId, they
were Iess under the dominion of a military goveruimont, of a strong
centralauthority. But the .vôi'ythet tliat thoey woe -se caused
tho growth of a civilisation, thon prematuÉe and abnormal, now
unreformod and unidoaiued .From rnany of tho probleine that
prýese fbr,solution amofig the British on 'the other sido of the
*water we aito are happiiy free, but our laaguagre ie identicalýùnd
staud, i ýneed of' a reform that'year by year. makes more pressý-
iii'gderhaude fo'r attention.

& Myl purpose, h6wever, in the present paper ie not te, deal at
large -%vith th,) English language, but with English grammar. Net
that 1 imagine the twe probloms can really be vieweu as distinct,
for they are one at bottom. But for educational purposes, it will
ho as well te, confine oui- attention te, the smaller part eof the
subject. Aid'firist we have to consider what ends are proposed
by the study of English Grammar'? To put the matter shortly,
English Grammrar, like bogie, ie both a science and an art. It P a
scienlce inasmucli as the study of it enables us te, trace the growth
off the EnglîeIih language, te, accountfor its foirms and te estinuate-by
ýthbsemoabs the beauties of our literature. It is an art, tee,
becauso it help us te, correct eekg.Viewed as a science,
English Grammar is, of course, deserving of attentive study, but
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