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B We need not say anything toour brethren in the

ety o recommend the sugrrestion of ¢ A Fete

v Labourer,” who i< w'so a brother beloved, con-

Lained in the following letter.  But we shall be
’hr} happy to hear fmm Himself on the same sub-

: cet. In no place is the revival of the Church
;morc likely to originate than in the closets and stu-
dus of ministers:

: Lo the Editor of the Record.

Dean Sir—XNimt of vour renders, 1 doubt not,
. wre acyuainted with the mn-vularl\ interesting tiee
~imowr of the lute Mr. M€l lw)nv, wntten by Mr,

:Boxxur, of Golluce. It is one of the niost dvlwh(-

ful hooks ever pnl-hshul 1t s inudeed -inposible

ot to feed interested init, and not to udimire and
ave the cheracter so beantiflly dmwn i its pa-
Tges Muas! it is to he fenred that many will ad.

"nnrc the beamty of the picture without secking to

‘]_nn!au. the holy chume xcr of b whom it repre-

: 1 remember that in reading this memoir, 1

LS

Vo P
was stnick with the fact that Mx. .\w(‘hv\n\- and
-mome of hus brethren, severl of whom were high-
JI) honoured in the Lord's work, were in the Nihit
2:0f ohwrving o concert for prayer on Suturdiy
\e\vnm" These seasone xeem o have been very
sshangry and 10 have been occasonally pwp.-n-
’tm\ cand introductory o delightful and glorions
F Sulibuths,
‘The thought often suggested itself sirougly to
¥ i, that it wight be well it thee unnu-M
who lon-' to see le ylory of the fon! exhibuted
J@a revival of 1o ligion in the Jand, would agree to
et apast :xron,m: of time on \.nlun!.n evening
Hor special supplication for a1 Messiag on the means
;.f wrace, for an shundant ompcunn-' ol the oy
Splnt, and for increasing union amiong all who
rlou. the n.mu. of our Lord-Jesus Christ. “I'he
h)ur from 8 to 9 v, s, might- W thus rn'p]oud
Might it ot be 2 most Deneficial prepartion in
’du- cave of winisters for the aboum of the aip.
Jproaching Sabbath?  And might it uot le the
means of obtuining showers of hca\wl\' grace to
Fevive the pm:hcd ground? Iu vain. we labour,
ithout the influences of the Holy Soint 3 and in
Fvain may we look for these intluchices, if we do
Lot (-.-xmmls&ck them. 4 Ask, and it shall be
Tigven yon," i the l'mzn'v'-- which the Saviour
Thath addressed to us, pointing out both our duty
*and privilege.
1 niizght ruve mentioned that the measuze which
FI siggest might have the ciect of leading our
"pmph- 1o be mare particular in runcmbcnnv', in
itheir prayers, these who. preach sunong them the
unsc.uch.xhlc Fiches of Chrisl.  How” often does
Pl ask the pravers of the christians to wham he
rote T And how much does he contivet the suc-
-ecxe of the gaspel with the agents employed by
-‘G-ul in preachuye it ¢ l!mhmx, pray for ug
that the word of (he Lotd may have free conrse,”
: &c.
* 1t is minecessary, however, to point out all the
fbcm‘ﬁl% wiuch ml-vhl anse from such an excrcise
ﬁu 1 aun speaking of. I trist, Mr. Editor, that if
“iyon agree with me, vou will take the matter up,
Auud recommend it both to winisters and people
&ll isa fit sulyect for the conmencement of your
L Bew MCTiC3.

Yours, affeetionately,
A FELLOW LABOURER.

————— e

REGISTRATION OF BAPTISMS, &é

et
3

& Weeall the att

of our readers to the fol-
)lonmg leiter. . Like our. exccllent éormqmodcnl,
!r-‘\\c haul been igmorant of the Act to which he rc-
ifcrs until very laiclv* and we take no shame. for
% our ignorance, fot we kiad repeatcdly inquired of a
mmbcr of the Tegislature, who i also, we be-
‘iil:c\ ¢y 2 member of our Chireh, and takes nomean
pan in parliamentary business, respeeling the New
Rrgulral:n Actyand he ascured us that wo_such
Act lu.d.p?gql’ Tle was right inregand-to. the

nane of the Act, but in tumning over the statutes,
we found the olnoxious cluuses in an Act for ta.
king the consus ¢

We have at present only room to say, that the |

Act is a sad snechnen of blundering leginlation,
which muy fill us with somctlung like shame for
thoee who could puss it—that to whomseever its
precepts and pamns and penalties apply, in respect
1o the regstration of baptisms and funerals, it is
1ot 10 thaee numstens, who, bhe ounelves, have no
more authority from law to baptise and perform
Suncral serciéex thun we have to preach or dis.
pense the Lord's Supper. Onr cangregations should
cotne promsptly forward and petition aguinst it.

To the Editor of the Record.

Dear Sin,—1as your attention been directed to
the new Registration Aet? 1 bave found that
many of oy brethiren were not aware that such
an Act was in eaistence. I regard the matter as
one of great unportance. to which the attention of
all mtnstems should be called. “LPlie only copy of
the Act wluch 1 have seen s in o newspaper, 1
have reason, however, to regnrd itas cotrect. Fhe
Actis entitled ¢ An Act to provide for tahiny 2
periodical census of thus Provinee, for obtimng
certun statistical infonmnation contected wath the
smune, and for other purpeses therein stated ™ “fhe
fint 13 sections of the Act buve neference to the
miawner in which the ceunus of the Provinee is to
be taken every fifih year.  On - these 1 shali not
make any remark,  Sections 16 and 17 provide
fop certain duties beitne perfentned by pusters, and,
m certain eases, by lu\\mlup Cletks. ‘T'he 1Gih
section is as follows: < And be it cnacted, that
from and after the passing of this Act, it shall be
the duty of every clergyman, teacher, minnter,
oz other prenon anthonzed by faw o baptise, mare
£y, of perforn the funeral services in Upper Cana.

i, t0 keep a registry, showing lhc persuns whom

hee alindt higve baptised or married, or who shall
have died witlua s cure, and belonging to lus
congregation 3 the siud registry to be G-n\-.mlcd Wy
hiin to the Clu}. of the Daistrict where ho shiall re-
side or officante at the time, on or within five days
after the fint day -of J.uuut\' April, July, and
October in each year

‘Fhe 17th section enacts that where no winister
of any church ¢hall be resident within a reasonsi
ble distanee of 2y settlenent, the Clerk of the
‘Lownship shall ake the retums connected with
these familics belongrie to such church.

Section 21 declures thut any one neglecting xlu,
requirements of the Act shall be quilty of ) sise
demcanour.

Now, Mr. Editor, I would wish, without cn-
croaching much ot your space, to make a few re-
wrarks o these astementioned rectivie

Ist. “The langnage emaployed is most ohjecfionie
We. ‘The 1Gth section’ speaks of ministers beng
autharized by la to baptize. 1sit the belief of
the Legislature thut ministe Ndcm‘c theirauthority
to Imptxu from the law?- We receive not our ati-
thority fmm the faw, nor can the law prevent us
from istering the nts institnted by
Christ, without perscention.  Our uuthornity is
fmm another king than Cresae

2. The tenns are so vaque, that it is unpm‘nb.c
to nn)\c ot what iy n-'x!lv meant. Is it intended
that 1he hinhs should be registered as well s the
haptisans 7 In any rcmuanun the date of the
birth onght to be tcconlml but here there is no
mention. of anything but the -persons Inpuzcd
Ayaw, whatismeant by « a reasonatle distance,”
@ the Iithsection? Ixit. 6 oc 10, or 15 or 20
miles? Some of us have cougregations at all
‘these vanions distances,

3. Thix meastre will not cusure anything like
accurate statisucal infonnation.  “Fhe children of a
very considerable portion of the inhalitants are not
baptized at all; and with very many there is no

particular fi uncral Iservice.
4. The Act will lay on minieters duties of a very
troublcsome and oppresiive nature.  “They are de-

graded into a set of state officials, not wuly with-

out remunention, but with the lash hanging over
thew,  If they shall negleet in any easa to come
ply with the nvpuirements of the Act, they may
b indicted and puinehied for o nidemensiour.
Sonie yeam g, inutters Were deprived of some
of theit privifeges na citizens, snd now they are
| bronght inte n sbll lowér state, Mot to wwak of

t keeping these regastens, st would I very tronble-

somie for iisters to huve (o send thein four times
u veur 10 the Clerk of the Dotrict; it may bo &
distance of 30 or 50 niles.

1 o really astomahed that these sections wero
allow ed ta pase, and that they were not olserved,
ereat was too Jate to amend them.  1have thonpght
it my duty thus baetly to call the attention of my
brethren fo ths Act 3 and my indisdunl opinion ix,
thit a general and strenuons eftvet should te made
10 have #t repealed o anended i the next soedon
of parliament.

Youns stncerely,
A Muars o T l‘m'.snrn:ku.\' Ciuvren.

OATHS UF l'lllISHY'll lll ANS,

The following estract from a Speech of Tond
Rrongham's, on the xecond readiny of the Presby-
terian Qatha (Ircland) Bill, wo copy from the
Presbyteriun. Messenger for September, and wo
mve it a place in our columng, for the sake
of the information wlich it containa,-and in
order to offer a costiisel to our readens agrainet cone
fonmity with the mode of taking an oath that is
alinost usivensully adopted in this Province. To
appeal 0 the witnexsuye- of God, and 1o our ac-
countableness to hum i the great day of judgment
for the truth of our declurations, is, when the oc-
casion warrants it, an act of wondip, and the
raisug of the hand to Heaven, is a simple tokeu of
our appeal to him, and one that accords with tho
usage of God's ancient people.  But o kim & book
cantaining the Goxpel suvouns strongly of supersti-
tion,

In Fiher's well known explanation of the
Shorter Catechisy, to the question—tt What are
we lo think of that mode of ewcearing, by toucking
and hissing the Gospel s the nnswer is—st It is
crildently superstitions, if not idolatrous, horrowed
by the Papists from the Heathens, who worshipped
their idols in this manner; Job, xxxi. 27 : Houca,
xiif. 2

‘This is strong language, though there are still,
we elieve, many who would subwerite to it Cer-
tuinly the practice is most abjectionable 3 und pre
valent as perjury isin this Lud, we believe that
much of it is to be 1aid to the account of the i irre-
verent way in which ouths aro administercd—as by
mere subordinate functionarics in- the courts of
Jnstice, and to the constructive and-indircct way
in which thie oath it!f s cxpreseed.

Any one who has been present at the examina-
tion of wittexses in a court in Scotland, must have
been struck with the sulemnnity of the sceuc as the
judze himself arose from lus scat, and, mlh up-
lifted hund, repeated 10 the witness the dread
words of thic oath.  The contrast prosented by our
courts, where un officer of the court inumblcs over
the words, and thrusts a book into the hande of
the witnesy, to bo touched and kissod by him, pre-
scnts a very painful coutrast. ' We are fulty per-
suaded,  that if swearing were made to appear
what it-truly is, x solcan appeal 10 Jehovak, as
witnese and judze, that there would be kess falwe
swearing. We tecollect of hearing from one of
our winisters, who was called on to swear before a
functionary of governcut ; that the functionary




