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A CHEAP LOYALTY.
- By C. H. Wetherbe.

The cheapest kind of loyalty is that
which coneists in mere words. The sub-
ject of it speaks in favor of a person or
institution, and one might suppose, in
hearing the speaker, that his loya! ; was
of a very high order; but when one ob-
tains a fuller knowledge of the man he
discovers that his acts do not correspond
at all with his words. There are mem-
bers of churches who are tremendously
orthodox in their abstract beliefs, and
although they are well able to give much
money for the support of their church
and missions, yet they clowly dole out
a mere pittance for the church, and noth-
ing for missions,

Rev. Dr. J. R. Gambrell, of Texas, says:
“I have known a number of brethren to
meet and talk in a high and mighty way
about loyalty to Christ, when not one of
them had ever developed a church in
missions, I have a picture of one man
with a great voice and an unblushing
face, who, in the presence of a great
Baptist assembly, spoke unctuously of
his great, rich, black land church, ‘mis
sionary to the core,’ when the records
showed that his church had given but
$6.40 to misions. And yet that man was
s0 devoid o humor that he could not
see any fun in what he was doing.”

This is a fair illustration of very cheap
loyalty, and there is a great deal of it
spread around in the most of churches,
and not at all thin. If foreign miseions
had to depend upon that kind of loyalty
for their maintenance they could not
maintain anything, not even a dog. In
deed, they could never have gotten estal
lished, nor even well started. Tt ill be
comes any professed Christian to talk fer
vently in favor of missions, while at the
same time he gives but very little, if
anything, to financially sustain them. He
is far more inconsistent than is the pro
fessed Christian who says that he does
not belieye in missions, and therefore
does not give a cent for their support.
And how absurd it is for one to declare
great loyalty in behalf of his church,
vet gives only a hundredth part of what
he is able to give for its services. Such
a person has no true love for Christ,
else he would have pleasure in giving,
according to his ability, to help along
Christ's great Kingdom.

DEFEATING DISHONOR.

It is hard to realize that we have in us
the very characteristics which, in Peter
and Judas, denied and betrayed Jesus
Christ. But every lowering of our stan-
dard, every failure to choose the best
that we know, is evidence of this, When
we debated that question, y day,
which we knew all the time was not
debatable, we turned our backs on our
Saviour.

“The brave man chooses, while the caw-
ard stands aside

Doubting in his abject spirit, till his
Lord is crucified.”

And we need never do so again. The
crucified Lord is risen, to give us the
etrength that shall put our betrayals
and denials to rout. But his strength is
ours only when we admit that we need
it

A new year—that {s what we seek.
The old year has beew. a disappoint-
ment. We are glad to turn from the
old year. But this is to be a new year

‘—new in its victories, new In its ac-

complishments, new in its obedience,
new in its holiness, new in its surrender
to our Guide and Master, Jesus Christ.
His presence makes all things new.
The gospel is not a problem, but a
lution; not a proposition, but a Ce-
monstration.

INDOLENCE CRAVING AUTHORITY

“It is very pleasant in some minJs to
be told exactly what to do—to have
every question resolved, so that there
may be no trouble in deciding; and per-
haps the power which Popery gets uver
some minds is as much to be attributed
to that natural indolence or timidity
which shrinks from deciding—or, rather,
is glad to be spared the exercise uf con-
science in deciding—certain questions
as before God, as to the spiritual do-
minion which is claimed by the prest.
The priest pleads the authority of the
church, and the people love w have it
$0. because by the authority of the
church they are spared exessise of con-
science in judging of what is r:ght and
what is wrong, and so they come to
look upon themselves as vot re:jonsible
for the truth of what they believe. Such
texts as ‘Search the Scriptures,’ ‘lake
heed what ye hear,!’ ‘How rad ye?
‘Prove all things, hold fast thai which
is good,’ are altogether set aside; and
when to this is added the d.gma of in-
fallibility, the conscience is left 1.erfect-
ly easy.

“But we, as Protestants, mnist remem-
ber that if we claim and maiatam the
right of private judgment, we must ac
cept the responsibility ~oanceted with
it. Indeed, the habit of having things
decided for us is neither edifying nor
safe. Its tendency is, first, to make au
arm of flesh, and then to lean upon it;
whereas our only foundation must be
God—our only guide, the Lord, in His
Word by His Holy Spirit; and people
should be striving to live in intercourse
and communion with the Lord; for this,
if you are so striving, will keep in dili-
gent exercise the habit of studying the
Word of God to know what the will of
the Lord is. This will stimulate to pray
er for the teaching of the Holy Spirit
on the Word, as well as for communica-
tions of light and knowledge from a
throne of grace. This will help to main-
+ain the habit of steady obedience to the
Word of God, for ‘If any man will do
the will of God., he shall know of the
doctrine whether it be of God.' Th's
will also maintain communion with God,
for ‘He that saith he abideth in him,
ought himself also so to walk, even as
He walked." This will secure holiness.
for ‘If we walk in the Spirit, we shall
not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.” And,
though last not least, this will maintain
peace; for ‘If we walk in the light, as He
is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all
sin.' "

THREE SONGS.
(By Edward Rowland Sill)

Sing me, thou Singer, a song of gold!
Said a careworn man to me:
80 I sang of the golden summer days,
And the sad, sweet autumn’s yellow
haze,
Till his heart grew soft, and his mellow

gaze
Was a kindly sight to see.

Sing me, dear Singer, a song of love!
A fair girl asked o’ me:
Then I sang of a l e that clasps the
Race,
QGives all, asks naught—till her kindled
face
Was radiant with the starry grace
Of blessed Charity.

Sing me, O Singer, a song of life!
Cried an eager youth to me:
And T sang of the life without alloy,
Beyond our years, till the heart of the
boy
Caught the golden beauty, and love, and

joy
Of the great Eternity.

The man of one victory may be an
acchdent or he may be a genius, but a
series of viotories admits of but one
judgment.

THE DUTY OF MAKING GOOD RE-
SOLUTIONS.

1t is not an open question as to wheth-
er we will form new resolutions, We
are bound to do that. We are doing it
all the time. KEach time we find thal a
certain course of action results unfavor-
ably we say: “Well, I will not do that
again.” When pleasure and profit fol-
low some other course, we say, “That
ended well. That is the way to act next
time.” Resolutions like ticse we are
making every day. To make '’ em ear-
nestly and about the deepest .ad most
vital things is the proper duty of each
true soul at the beginning of a new year.

We ought especially to purpose that
the new year shall be better than the
past. “If 1 cease to become better,”
Cromwell is said to have written in his
Bible, “I shall cease to be good.” We
are meant to advance always upon our
past. All that we gain each year is
weant to be, not a level on which we
will stop, but a new plane from which
we will ascend.

It is a good thing each year to pick
out particular directions in which we
ought to make gain during the year. Ben-
jamin Franklin once devised a scheme
for self-improvement which involved a
sort of book-keeping in character. Ao-
counts were to be kept with different vir-
tues and one by one they were to be
taken up and developed. It was a fine
device, but it is not in that way that
character can be manufactured. Never-
theless, it is a good thing to start out
for something and to work out concrete
tasks. What are our weaknesses? What
requirements of our work are we meet-
ing least effectively?

Purposes are better and more likely
to be fulfilled if they are turned into
promises, A promise to pay is better
than a mere purpose to discharge a debt.
Some of our purposes should be made
promises to men, and all of them
that are worthy should be made
as promises to God. “This—the better
control of my temper, more loving con-
sidexateness of others, more energy in
work, less fear of man—this, which is
my duty, O Cod, I will do in thy
strength.” There ‘s more body and hope
in a resolution like this than in a mere
undefined, undeclared purpose of the
heart.

The noblest of all purposes is to serve
God wholly. That ought to be, whatever
the cost, the one greut resolution. God
should be first in the new year. He will
be first with all his true servants, what-
ever the eacrifice. “While she has de-
voted her whole affection and life to
me,” said Bishop William Taylor of his
wife, when he was made Bishop of Af-
rica in 1884, “It has been with the dis-
tinet understanding that the claims of
God on me as an ambassador for Christ
are eupreme, and that she should never
hinder but help me to fulfill them. In
our happy union of forty-nine years I
have never failed to fulfill an appoint-
ment for preaching or other ministerial
duty on her account. My foreign work
has cost us a separation more distress-
ing to mind and heart of both of us
than the pains of many deaths, with oc-
casional meetinge and partings which
have tended to increase the agony. Yet
to this day T have never heard her ob-
ject to my going or staying, or murmur
on account of my absence.”

Are we purposing to serve God alone
this new year?

What definite advance step in charac-
ter and service do we roposef

If a man be gracious to strangers, it
shows fhat he is a citizen of the world,
and his heart is no island, cut off from
other islands, but a continent that joins
them.—Baoon.

*Y, P. 8. Topic for Sunday, Jan. 3,
1909. The duty of making good resolu-
tions. Aects 11; 10-84; Josh 24: 14-85.
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