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:Miliury Expert Sees No Danger of Immediate Investment
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Clear to Gates.

(By Military Correspondent. New York Herald).

London, Tuesday—While the great armies are manoeuvring for Position
along an extended east and west line north of, or bisecting, Paris, T will cop.
tinde in a broad sense the reason why Lord Kitchener and other military experts,
consider the allies' position entirely satisfactory, despite the panic cries of wey
kaeed civilians' who have fled from the capital of France expecting to hear
news of its surrender before they could buy. the earliest editions of the nevys.
papers.,

‘ Here, at the same time, I' will answer™ several questions that are o the
 tip of every ﬁongae conicerning the happenings logically to be expected from
the developments of the Teuton advance and the alfies’ strategic retreat,

1s Paris in danger of being immediately battcrcd up by Prussian shells}

The answer i3 “No.”

Is there any prospect of an immediate negc?

- Again the answer is “No”

Are the allies in the position of a defeated army whose usefulness has beey

' broken and nullified?
The answer is emphatically “No.”

| PARIS IS OBJECTIVE OF CAMPAIGN,

The German staff officers would give their eyeteeth if they could gt »
single Prussian uniform into the city or reach the suburbs with a few fur.
flung ‘howiteer shells, but it is so impossible at the present time 1 doubt i #
even occurs to thems in their most roseate dreams, There is no doubt the
Germans consides the taking of Paris as the crowning objective of the cam.
paign, If they. do nbt attempt it now it is because of ‘the impossibility of th
task until the unbeaten affies’ ‘armies are eliminated,

The Military Governor of Paris wisely warned the people to leave the city,
This was merely a precaution against a siege in the event that the allies were
beaten, It also was a-wuseful expedient, because it made less mouths to feed
in case supplies were cut off,

The ‘tdea that the Germans can bring up their hcavy guns and begin a
siege and bombardment within the next few hours would be the height of ab-
surdity, even if there were noother defence tlnn the garrisoned fortresses and
the. civil population.

VON MOLTKE ON SIEGE OF PARIS,

Von Moltke, in describing the Gesman  operations against Paris in 1870,
saids *It may safely be accepted that an attack on a large fortified place in
the heart of the enemy’s country is simply impossible so long as the invader is
not master of the railways and waterways feading to it and by which may be
brought up a full quantity of the requisite material”

He described how it was necessaty to open up such extensive railway
communications as would permit the maintenance of supplies for the armies in
the field, bringing in reinforcements and equipment and conveying rearward
the wounded, the ill and psisoners. With a mast iconvenient base ‘at Nanteuil,
* ke faund it a-herculean task to:slowly bring-wp-300-heavy guns-with-500 rousds
“for each gun, 4,500 four-wheeled wagons and 10,000 extra Thorses ‘under these
‘most &dvanugm conditions, o
" With an udorganized field army in opposition it took the Germans 132
days to take Paris, Yet now with the German base in far distant Aix-la-
Chapelle, with ten times as much heavy equipment necessary, with restricted,
broken down and blown up railroads to the ‘north, no'waterway control, no
control of communications to the southwared, with an army almost equal in
strength in selected entrenched pod'ﬁonl close by, and, lastly, with the French
fortifications strengthened easily tenfold, some panic steicken persons seem to
befieve the Germans will accomplish their herculean task in 2 few short hours,

BOMBARDMENT OF PARIS, :

They will, according to this view, bring up their guns by magic, carry

trainloads of ammonition, together with thousands of tons of equipment, by
Taube aeroplanes and dump this all into positions prepared by “Mein Freund
Gott” while forty-two French fortresses tumble to pieces of their own accord
and the Paris population comies out to the fast man to welcome the conquer-
ors, b i ;
Von Moltke explained that he did not bombard Paris when his armies first
arrived because it was lhnp’ly “impossible to reach it from any point unti
he reduced the forts, He mhfned #that he did not attempt to reduce the
forts without long prcpautiou, because it was sheer folly to attempt to scale
the escalades of masonry escarpments, eighteen feet high, without all the slow
and cumbersome, preparations that were necessary.

Thus, if one paM fo realize the task before the Germans, Lord Kitch-
ener’s statement glbt weight, even to the uninitiated, The -allies’ forces have
not given battle, because no genetal worthy of the name will give battle under
unfavorable conditions, or facing superior numbers, if he can help it, The al-
lies’ retreat was a victorious frustration of each fresh effort of the Germans
to engage them decisively under conditxons which might have meant the break-
ing up of theiarmy,

Every day has placed the allies ‘in a better position for a decisive engage-
ment. It will not come. tntil the allfes: are ready., Patis can take care of
itself, even if the allies sweep farther south. Not for a moment will the Ger-
‘mans undertake a siege which will necessitate half a million men, when they
.are'in danger of being pounced Gpon from the rear or ‘their other forces ate in
‘datger of being opposed by superior aumbers.

One interesting point in the German’s fanlike sweep that has been forcing
',the allies southward recalls Von Moltke's statement of how the German staff
vscheme of 1870 was to force the French from the fertile southern provinces
| into the more confined background to the gorth,

Now the Germans are doing just the contrary, forciag the alltes from the
confined ‘regions of the morth to the fertile provinces of the south, where they
would be in close communication with Eagland and able to have access 10
the coast defence guns from France and' Beitain and, if necessary, in a position
to get treinforcements with the feast trouble and-delay.

‘The southeasterly movement of the German troops is possibly for the
purpose of compelling a setreat of the French force between Epinal and Tou!

. which would permitr the Bavasian Crown Prince’s forces to come through

from the frontier and reinforce, and perhaps create a nearer base for the Ger
mans than Aix fa Chapelle, Since the Kaiser is at Metz, the Germans bad-
Iy “need . reinforceinents and a nearer base.
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