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Efficiency ‘of Board.

’

Ottawa, June 10—The Board of Com.
merce has flled its report with Parliac
suent covering its aotivities since its
fuception. It plainly sets forth that
many dif were d,
end that it was quite jmpossible to
@ot results desired, as the Board lack-
ed full authority and power required
in many instances.

A list follows of the hearings, inves-
tigations and decisions of the Board

tween August 20, 1919 and March

1920, in fifteen different cities ox

ada and the United States on gen-
eral matters and ten house hearings
on the newsprint situation between
October 11, 1919 and March 16, 1920.
The board’s control of newsprint was
wvescinded on April 7, 1920, following
@ declsion rendered in the Supreme
Court of Canada that newsprint cos-
trol as a war measure was no longer
justified. Sugar, miilk, bread, pork
moducts, boots and shoes, grocerfes,
clothing, drugs, electric lamps, wall
paper, canned goods and ocoal, are
amongst ithe specific commodities
touched on in the report, investigation
having been made of several alleged
oombines.

Dealing in its concluding remarks,
with the investigation of combines, the
Board states that only lack of a com-
petent staff has prevented it from go-
ing further into this matter. Dissent-
ing from the view expressed by Judge
H. A. Robson, ex-Chairman of the
Board, that the operations committed
to the Board were impossible of op-
eration, the present commissioners
point out that the Combines and Fair
Prices Act relates as well as to fair
prices to combines, trusts and mer
gers, and to this first part of the Act,
says the report. it was the experience
of the commissioners “during the re-
gime of the ex-chief commissioner (J.
G. Robson) it was very difficult to se-
cure any attention. In the end tae
present commissioners themselves
(the report continues), very shortly
before the resignation of the ex-chiet
commisgsioner, and without his assent,
set into the first part of the Combines
and Fair Prices’ Act with the resuit
that the Board is now in possession
of many bundreds of returns, the
scope of which may be judged upon
reading the summary of returns m
fhis report The board’s investigations
futo the existence of combines, trusts,
mergers, price fixing arrangements 1s
steadily proceeding and if, and when
the board’s jurisdiction is established,
the board will be prepared to take
such action as may be necessary.”

The Board states that in this con-
nection it does not prejudge any com-
bine ag to the public detriment. It has
not been supplied with adequate
staffs to digest the mass of informa-
tlon in its possession. A hundrec
staple articles of groceries, including
many trade marked commodities, are
included in this list.

Dealing in a general way with re-
turns from retailers, te Board states
that many are reporting regularly,
having found that the close scrutiny
over their business operations, neces-
sary to the compllation of the reports,
is beneficlal to the conduct of their
business. Many are not reporting,
and will be prosecuted, says the re-

rt. The work entailed on scrutiniz-
ng and deciding upon the character of
all these associations and price-fixing
Bystems, the Board pofnts out, is so
vast that it has to be postponed until
the Board is authorized to secure nec-
essary and trustworthy assistance.
This work was to have been done by
the Trade and Transportation section
of the Board which has never been m
foree, because the Civil Service Com-
mission refused to sanction the em-
ployment of the Board’'s appointee to
the directorate of this division, after
four months' of application. The civil
service commission is shown, through-
out the report, to have handicapped
the work of the Board of Commerce,
and the Board's report states frankly
that it cannot continue useful opera.
tion unless its experts can be chosen

“Sets Forth Difficulties and Obstacles Met in-Their Work—
Lacked Authority to Go Ahead in Certain Cases—Re-
commend Amendments to Certain Laws tq Increase

by the Bo-ﬁ itself. - The choice of ex-

perts for secret and highly speclalizea|

investigations, the Board claims, can-
not be made through public competi:
tion, and the persons to which the
Civil Service Commission probadly
would go for recommendation of suck
experts, it is added, might be the very

mEas

Chicago, June 10—The

culture and the Like—The One on Foreign

Would Keep United State s Aloof from European Affairs
—Willing to Help Civilization—Wilson Condemned.
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draft of the Republican platform was
|presented by Benator Watson to the
convention today. The first
dealt with industrial melations. It
recognized the justice of collective
b sinie et od

persons whose b

were to be investigated by the Boara.

Wheat Board Hurt
Referring to the vreation of the
Canadian Wheat Board, three weekw
after the Board of Commerce com-
menced operations, the Board's repore
points out that the price of wheat, as
a basic commodity, materially affects
the cost of living Flour prices are im-
portant, but the price of mill feeds
still more important, because it affects
the cost of milk, butter, cheese and
certain meats “The effegt of the crea-
tion of the Wheat Board, therefore,”
says the report, “was to remove from
the effective comtrol of the Board of
Commerce profits in wheat, fiour, min
feed, and to force this Board to ac-
knowledge as just  and reasonanie
continuous increases in the prices ot
bread, milk, butter, che®ie, eggs ana
meats as were directly or indirectsy
brought about by the smocessive m-
creases in the prices of wheal, ficur
and mill feed.”

The report submits that, imposing
a8 the records of its activities proves
to be, its enquiries so far, have been
of too superficial a character to be of
the greatest use. “Root causes anu
root costs,” it adds, “should have been
first attacked.” Disclaiming respons:.
bility for this, the Board says that it
would have been foolish to have at-
tempted an investigation of, for m-
stance, the clothing or the boot ana
shoe trade without expert advices.

“The Board has been lled to

ol government
1 e to red the and
limit the &onsequences of strikes ana
lock-outs. For labor troubles in pub-
ic utilities the plank favors the type
of tribunal provided for in the trans-
portation ect of 1920. In private
industries the plank favors impartial
commission and better facilities for
voluntary mediation, couciliation and

b ted by full pub-

arl
Heity.
With regard to Mexico, the platform
says that “the ineffective policy of
the present administration in Mexican
matters has been largely responsible
for the continued loss of American
tives in that country and on the
border; and for the enormous loss of
American and foreign property.”

“We should not,” says the text,
recognize any Mexican government
unless it be a responsible government,
willing and able to give sufficiéent
guarantttes that the lives amd prop-
erty of Amenrican citizens are respect-
ed and protected, that wrongs will be

was ittal while pl g the
Republicans to ‘discharge to the full’
thelr obligations to the returned men.
Reduction of the don burden was

promiged.

The platform attributed the high
cost of living largely to. the depreci-
ation of the purchasing power of the
doliar due to expamsion of currency
and credit. “Much of the uunryl
wrought is drrepaiable,” said the
platform. .

“There is no shortway out, and we
deciine to deceive the people with
vain promises or quack remedies.
But we pledge ourselves to earnest
and consistani attack on the high
cost of living by rigerous avoidance of
further infiation im our Government
borrowing by ecultured intelligent de-
flation of over expanding credit and
currency.”

Postal Service.

The postal service came in for bit-
ter criticlsm. Women were welcomed
into full perticipation in the affairs of
government, and the hope was ex-
presséd that ‘Republican legislators in
States which had mot yet ratified the
suffrage amendment would do so, that
all American women might vote in
this year's Presidential elections,

The platf expresded opposition

promptly corrected and just np
sation wil be made for injury sus-
tained.” ;

Treaty Plank.

The treaty plank put the Republi-
cans on reécond “for agreement among
the natioms to preserve the peace of
the world,” and declaregl that the cov-
enant for the League of Nations “sig-
nally failed” to accomplish peace. The
plank declared that the League coven-

forego its efforts in such directions,”
says the report, “faced with the twin
ditficulties of belng unable to secure
payment for technical advisors of its
own selection, and of being unable to
accept technical advisors supplied to
it by the Civil Service~C i

ant r d, to a degree whoily um-
necessary and unjustifiable, the poli-
cies of Washington and Munroe. ‘“The
unfortunate insist of the Presid

upon having his own way without any
chamge,” the plank declared, “required
senators td® vote according to their
own jud t, or submit to the com-

(admittedly unable to make a selec-
tion unless advised by representatives
of the very interest which the Boara
was charged with the duty of invest:
gating). The report includes proposed
amendments to the Civil Service Act
which except the Board of Commerce
from the provisions of that act, and
to the Combines’ Act which would pro.
vide that nothing in the Civil Service
Act could affect the operat'=g of the
Board.

LeQislation Proposed

Other’ legislation proposed is that
the Board of Commerce shall be defin-
itely invested with the power to mane
orders binding on classes o persons
engaged in particular business in pre-
scribed districts. The Board proposes
an amendment to the Board of Com-
merce Act making compulsory & stan-
dardized system of accounting in man.
ufacturing concerns. The Board asxp
for a special appropriation of $10,000
to be expended, sc far as necessary, in
the establishment df & stam@ardized
system of accounting by packing es-
tablishments in Canada.

“These packing companies are ‘be-
ginning to exhibit a rather close as-
soclation in their operations,” says
the report, “and it would be quite un-
desirable to permit them to obtain in
Canada anything like the impregnable
position which, for a time, they had
secured in the United States. They
make cofisiderable of a mystery o1
their costs. Practically none of them
maintain anything like cost account-
ing systems. If they were compeliea
to keep their accounfts in a single,
simple, understandable and like sys-
tem the task of proper supervisfon of
their operations would be rendered
easy. They have repeatedly urged
that this Board cannot understand
their abstruse operations. The Board
sees fit to acquiesce in the suggestion
and it desires now to cause such sim-
plification of these operations as win
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mands of a dictator.”

The plank also approved the course
of the semators, acting in opposition
to the covenant, and pledged the Re-
publican administration “to such
agreement with the other nations of
the world as shall meet the full duty
of America to civilization without sur-
rendering the right of the American
people to exercise its jndgment and
its power in favor of justice and
peace.”

Wilson Condemned.
President Wilson was condemned for
asking Congress to empower him to
accept a mandate for Armenia. The
acceptance of wsuch a date, the

to Government ownership and opera-
tion of rafiroads, and was for private
operation under private regulation and
control. There was a plank declaring
it to be the Republican policy to en-
 ccurage and develop water transporta-
tion' service and - facilities in connec-
tion with the commerce of the United
States. Faith it a protective tariff
was reaffirmed. Another plank called
for a merchant marine of the best type
of modern ships fiying the American
flag, manned by American sons, owned
by private capital and operated by pri-
vate emergy.

There was no prohibition plank, but
one calling for enforcement of the
laws generplly‘

‘When reading of the platform was
ended, B, J. Gross, one of the Wiscon-
sin delegates, offered a minority report
of the peace plank. ‘Senator Lodge
had some difficulty in obtaining a hear-
ing for Gross, but he finally succeeded
in presemting his case. The minority
report was voted down with a chorus
of “noes” and the platform adopted.
The convention then adjourned.

e el

dover

Andover, N. B, June 7.—-Mrs. Geo.
Wright and little daughter spent a
few days recently at Grand Falls and

plank said, would‘ throw the Umited
States into the very maelstrom of
European quarrels, would make it
necessary to semd to Armenia 59,000
American troops and would cost $276,
000,000 from the first year and $756,-
000,000 in five years.”

“We deeply sympathize with the
pecple of Armenia and stand ready to
belp them in all proper ways,” the
d&claration continues, “But the Repub-
lican party will oppose now and here-
after the acceptance of a mandate for
any country in Burope or Asia.”

Foreign Relations

‘The Foreign Relations plank was
the one the convention was waiting
for, with its reference to the Peace
Treaty.

Attention tightened as Senafor War
son reported that part of the platform.
It cheered the Mexican plank loudiy
with its attack on President Wilson s
conductance of Mexican relations.
Cheer followed cheer as the portion
referring to the League of Nations
was made public.

At .the outset the platform declared
that the outstanding features of tne
Democratic administration had been
complete unpreparedneds for war ana
complete unpreparefiness for peace.
On the former the platform said: :
“Inexcusable failure to make timely
preparations is the chief indictment
against the Democratic administration
in the conductance of the war. Haa
not our assoclates protected us, both
on land and séa, during {4e 12 months
of our preparation, and furnished us
to the very day of the Armistice with
munitions, planes and artillery, tms
fatlure would have been punished with
disaster. It indirectly resulted in un-
necessary losses to our gallant troops,
in the imperilment of victory itself,
and in"an enormous waste of public
funds literally poured into the breach
created by gross neglect. Today it 1
reflected in the huge tax burden and
the high cost of living.”
Unpreparedness for peace, the plat-
form said, was reflected in the fact
that the' govérnment was continued on
a war-time basis, and war-time legism.
t¥n continued “its arbitrary and in-
quisitorial control ovar* the life ot
the people in time of peace.”

The plank on Agriculture proposed
practical and adequate farm repre-
sentation in the -appointment of gov-
ernmental officials and commissions;
the might to form co-operative asso-
clations for marketing farm products,
and protection against disorimination;
sclentific study of agricultural prices
and farm production costs; and of
price fixing; improvement of trans-
portation and amendment of the farm
loan act.

‘The platform contained a plea for
economy in Government und for a
nationa] budget. Re-organization of
Federal departments, is demanded.
Conservation of forests wes also em-
phasized as well as a broad policy of
reclamation. The eoldier relief plank

enable the Board to understana
them.”

Correspondence between the Board
and the Clvil Service Commission oc-
cupies 102 pages of the report. It
shows the effortse made by the Boara
to obtain certificates for experts em-
ployed for special work, and draws at-
tention to the fact that some of these
worked as much as six months be-
fore any salary could be obtained for

them, and in other cases salaries
reduoed by the after
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Rev. J. R. Belyea spent a few days
last week in St. John, p

Mgr. and Mrs. Charles Olmstead ana
family spemt last week-end at Mr.
Fred Olmstead's, Grand - Falls.

Mr. Benjamin Bull , is spending
some time in St. John.

Mr. John Curry came from Maga-
guadavic on Monday and spent a few
days at his bhome here.

The many friends of ‘Miss Grace Mc-
Phail are glad to learn that she 1s
improving after an operation av
Fisher Memorial Hospital, Wood-
stock.

Miss Bessie Kilburn ie visiting Mra
Gratien L’Anglois =t Anegue, Quebec.

Mrs. Wm. Gaunce, Upper Kent, was
the guest of Mrs. Harry Tibbits the
past week.

The Misses Wiilin entertained sev-
eral friends on Tuesday evenmg,
when among the guests were Mrs. Roy
Robertson, Misses Ruby, Louise, Ma-
bel Wark, Vera Henderson, Alma
Crabtree, Florence Ritchie, Cecil ana
Violet Sisson, Inez Wright, Myrtle and
Pearl Waite,’ Rev. A. E. Kochaly,
Messrs. ark, Fred and Vernon Er
vin, Clyde Grant, Tom Wark, Cecnl
Turner, Gage Montgomery, Paul
Wright and George Davis. After a
pleasant evening of games and music
a delicious lunch was served by the
Misses Millen and Wark
Mr., M. L. Hayward, Hflland, was
here during the week
Mr. T. J. Carter spent part of the

OBITUARY.

ispael H. Burrell

Moncton, N. B, June, 10—The death
of Israel H. Burrell took place at the
home of hig son-in-law, A. H. McSwee-
ney, this city this evening at eight
o'clock. He had been a patient sufferer
for more then six months and it was
known by his friends that he could
not recover. About sixteen years ago
Mr. Burrell moved his family from
Weymouth, N. S. to Moncton, and was
for a number of years plymaster on
the Intercolonial Railway. A few
years ago he retired from the service
and for nearly twelve years he has re-
sided with his son-in-law and daughter.
Deceased came of a well known
Yarmouth, N. S. family which, for
years was largely engaged in ship-
bullding in the days when wooden
ships were a big factor in the life o
Nova Scotia, and was a member of
the William Burrell Co., and the lase
sunviving member of the firm whose
ships were known in almost every
part of the world. The surviving mem-
bers of his family are his third wire,
who resides in Berkeley, California,
with her three sons, Miss Gladys Bur
rell, nurse, New York; Muajor Douglas
Burrell of Minneapolis and Mrs. A. R.
McSweeney, Moncton. The body will
be taken to Yarmouth for interment
on Saturday.

Mrs. W. T. Corey.

Moncton, June 10.—Rev. O. W.
Corey, pastor of the Lewisville Baptist
Churoh, received word tonight of the
death of his step-daughter at the home
of his brother in Havelack, where she
resided. ' Deceased was the widow of
tte late Rey. W. T. Corey, and the
oldest daughter of the late Willlam
Wallace, of Hillsboro, Albert County.
Her sister, Emma, of Hillgboro, sur
vives; also her brother, Dr. Will Wal.
lace, of Californfa. Deceased, who had
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week here, leaving for Ottawa on
Saturday .

Mr. George Burtt was a visitor
here during the week.

Mr. C. V. McNevin has
from Syssex.

Mrs. Everett Manzer and children,
8t. John, are visiting her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Ernest Till.

Mrs. John Stewart Is spending a
time with Mrs. E. 8. Hopkins.

Hon. J. F. Tweeddale, Arthurette,
was here during the week.

Mrs, Wm. Gaunce and Mr. Henry
Tibbits spent Friday at Four Falls, at
Mr. LeBaron Anderson’s.

Miss Beesie Mullin left for Lewls-
ton on Saturday, after a short wvisit
with her father and sisters.

Miss Jessie Kelly has been visiting
Mrs. Robert Kelly at Aroostook.

Mr. and Mrs. George Filiter and
family, of Woodstock, spent the King's

returned

birthday with Mr. and Mrs. R. W.
Lewers.
Mr. LeBaron Anderson has been

gpending a few days in Fredericton
and The Barony.

Messrs. Alex. Stevenson, Alex.
Stratton, Harry Blackesley and Geo.
Davis motored to Odell on Sunday,
where they were guests of Dr. Brush.

Mrs. Lewis McQuade spent the

week-end with relatives at Morrell.

The first tenmis tea was served at
the grounds on Saturday, when the
hostesses were Mrs. Herbert Bara,
Misses Janet Curry and Pearl Waite.

Mr. Frank Simonds, of Sussex, was
calling on friends here during the
week.

Emil Lavine, who was tried under
Speedy Trial en Friday by Judge Car-
letqn, chamged with breaking into the
store of Mrs. Cox at Four FKalls ana
stealing a sum of money, was sen-
tenced to two years in pemitentiary,
and was taken to Dorchester on Mon-
day.
Mr. W. E. McMonagle, Grand Falls,
was here last week.

Mr. Wallace McLeod was
John last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Tibbits spent
the week-end at Upper Kent.

Mr. Dyson Wallace spent the weex-
end at Dr. MacIntosh’'s and on Sun-
day in company with James Portes,
Jr., went to Woodstock by canoe.

Mr. Charles Howard left on Monday
to visit friends in Charlottetown, P.

in St

E. 1, and St. John,
Mr. Carl Flemington, Fredericton,
iz visiting his parents, Rev. Chardes

and Mrs. Flemington.

HAD HEAD INJURED.
Shortly after moon yesterday, John
Collins, gateman at )Gilbert's Lane
crossing fell in a faint and struck his
head on a rail sustaining a scalp
wound that was dressed at the Gen-
eral Public Hospital after which he
was removed to his home, 104 Para-
dise Row.
— e
SPEEDING SHIPMENTS.

Commissioner Frink, accompanied
by Road Engineer Hatfield and Frank
Wade, went to Hampstead yesterday
morning to arrange for the delivery
of granite curbing and blocks for
which the city has contracted. It is
said that there iz considerable stock
available there that has not yet been
shipped.

EHEDra =~ =
CUTTING ON CITY LANDS

Although it was expected that =
settlement would be reached yester-
day in regard to the cutting on tne
city lands, the cruiser was mnot able
to put in his estimate and Frank Boyle
did not come to the city.
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resided In Havelock since 1878, was
74 years of age. She was mast high
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Iy reapected by all who knew her.
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