FRENCH START BIG DRIVE ON
SOISSONS TO RHEIMS FRONT,

CAPTURE IO 000

Seveml German Lines Carried and Advance was in Every
Way Successful—From Soissons to Craonne Whole
German First Position Fell to French While East of
Latter Point Second Line was Captured.

{OPERATION WAS SOUTH OF BRITISH SUCCESS
SMASHES HINDENBURG LINE IN NEW PLACE.

Tondon Announces that French Movement is Result of Pro-
longed Conference Between British and French War
Leaders—Both Mighty Armies are Workmg in Com-
plete Accord to Sweep German Hordes Out of France

' and Belgium—Supreme Test of War is Now at Hand.

Parls, Aprll 16~The French began an attack this morning, after

* several days of artillery preparation, b Sol: and Rhel Sev-

eral German lines were carried and more than ten thousand Germans

were taken prisoner. The official t of this issued

by the war office tonight describes the fighting as being of the utmost
violence. The text of the statement reads:

“Batween St. Quentin and the Olse artillery fighting continued
throughout the day. South of the Oise we made new progress on the
plateau east of the line of Barisiz-Quincy Basse.

ATTACKED ON FRONT OF TWENTY-FIVE MILES.

“Between Solssons and Rheims, after artillery preparation which
lasted several days, we attacked this morning the German lines along
an extent of about forty kilometres (25 miles.) A desperate battle was
fought along the whole front, where the enemy had grouped very ime
portant forces and numeroys artillery. Everywhere the valor of our
troops overcame the energetic defence of our adversary, . .../« .

GERMAN POSITIONS CAPTURED BY FRENCH.

“HBetween Solssons and Craonne the whole German first position
fell into our power. East of Craonne our troops occupied the enemy’s
second position south of Juvincourt. Further to the south we carried
our line as far as outskirts of Bermericourt and up to the Alsne Canal,
at Lolvre and Courcy.

“Violent te L L hed several times north of Ville-Au-
Bols, were broken down gy our fire with considerable losses to the en.
emy.

A SPLENDID TOLL OF 10,000 PRISONERS.

“The number of prisoners made by us up to the present exceeds
10,000. Likewise we captured important material which has not yet

theén counted.

“in Champagne artillery fighting continued actively during the day
on the various sectors. The cannanade was intermittent on the rest
of the front.

“Belgian communication: There was artillery fighting along the
whole Belgian front.

“Eastern theatre: April 15-The artillery was particularly active on
both sides on the Serbian front and west of the Cerna. A surprise at-
tack attempted by the enemy on one of our posts at the Cerna bend
wae repulsed. Skirmishes continued in the zone west of Koritza.”

FORCES ACTING IN ABSOLUTE ACCORD.

(Prom a Staff Correspondent of the Associated Press)—British
Headquarters in France, April 16, via London—With the hot flames of
war raging along the entire western front, British and French alike, It
can be stated that each detail of the offensive plans has been worked
out at prolonged conferences between General Nivelle and Field Marshal
Halg and the war counclls of France and England.

The part to be played by each belligerent has been definitely
agreed upon, and a schedule has been arranged as for one great cohe-
sive force. Various tasks have been precisely allotted along the wide-
reaching battle lines, and the results thus far attained justify the con.
clusion that the supreme military test of the war is near at hand.

PLANNED THAT BRITISH S8HOULD STRIKE FIRST.

it was planned that the British should strike from Arras while the
French guns were still roaring their preparation for Infantry hostilities
along a wide front further to the south. The successes gained In. the
first stages of the British advance have given the French great con-
fid in the Inauguration of their own enterprises.

The whole struggle in the western theatre promises to be a titanic
one. The Allies are prepared as never before both In material and per-
sonnel and are co-operating with a smoothness which comes from a com-
plete under di h h i of the work In hand.

and gh appr
The Germans have more divisions on the western front than would
have been thought possible a year ago, and however much of an “east-

3 erner” Field Marshal Von Hindenburg may have been in the past he will
have to devote his"entire time and attention to western events for some
time to come.

FRANCE SENDS HIGH
COMMISSIONER TO

their ewecution on the spot. The
premier added that he hoped this plan
would make impossible hitches and
delays resulting from the separation
of efforts.

——t e

SOCIALISTS TO MEET.
Amsterdam, April 16, via Lond

PRISONERS

BRITISH CAPTURE
14,000 PRISONERS

London, April 16~"Since the
morning of April 9,” says the of-
ficlal report from British headquar-
ters In France tonight, “we have
taken over 14, The captured
materlal Includes 194 guns.

“There Is nothing of speclal In-
terest to report. A heavy rain has
thlen throughout the afternoon.”

BAYAN STRONG FOR
WILSON'S WAR PLANG

Following Interview with the
President Famous Pacifist
Says he will Support Neces-
sary Measures,

‘Washington, April 16 —President
Wilson received Wm. J. Bryan at the
White House today. Mr. Bryan reiter
ated to the president his offer, recent
Iy made by telegraph to be of any ser
vice he could fo the government dur-
ing the war.

After leaving the president Mr. Bry-
an dictated a statement declaring his
intention to support the government
in any war plans upon which it might
decide. He declined, however, to dis-
cuss conscription specifically.

In his future speeches about the
country, pending a call from the gov-
ernment for his services, Mr. Bryan
said he would lay special stress on the
food situation, He is gathering data
along that line for use in his addres-

GRSUALITY LIST

Infantry,

Killed in action—

Lieut. Alfred S. Churchill, Wilton,
Hants Co, N. S.

Lieut, H. H. Hilton, Kingston, N. 8.

Died of wounds—

L. W. Crandlemire, R. F. D. No. 1,
Hartland, N. B.
s N;} Jl. McCormack, Lot 55, Launchin,
. Wounded—

Lieut. A, J. McIntyre, 188
street, Sydney, N, 8.

Lieut. R. A. Major, 140 South street,
Halifax, N. 8.

Lieut. R. D. Graham, New Gl

Howe

AT
SHORT SHRIFT
10 THAITORS

Uncle Sam Will Deal Vigor-
ously with all Guilty of

Treason,

PRESIDENT ISSUES
DEFINITE WARNING

Bomb Plotters will be Gripped
with Tron Hand and no
Mercy for Those Shielding
Conspirators.

‘Washington, April 16.—All persons
in the United States, citizens and
allens,are warned in a proclamation
issued today by President Wilson,
that tr ble aqts or at to
shield those committing such acts
will be vigorously prosecuted by the
government.

Fanreaching importance attaches
to the direction of the warning to
allens and the declaration that *“resi-
dent aliens ag as citizens owe
allegiance to. Uu!tod States,” and
‘therefors are ;equally ‘subject to the
laws aguinst treason and like orimes.

At war, the United States is in a
very different position from a neutral.
Bomb plotters now may be gripped
with an iron hand. Not only are con-
spirators themselves subject to heavy
penalties, but anyone, even a German
resident, who has knowledge of trea-
sonable acts and fails to make known
the facts to the authorities, may dbe
sent to prison for seven years and a
fine. of $1,000 for misprision of trea-
son,

BRITISH GIVE HUNS
ONE SMALL TASTE OF
THEIR OWN MEDIGINE

In Reprisal for Submarine At-
tacks on Hospital Ships
British Airmen Drop Bombs

on Frieburg.

London, April IG;A British admir-

N, 8.
Lieut. R, B. Ingraham, North Syd-
ney, N. 8,
1ll and wounded—
M. Richard, Summerside, P. B, 1,
Died—
M. Nyler, St. John's, Nfid.
Presumed to have died—
R. A. Smith, Weymouth Falls, N, 8,

Mounted Rifles.
‘Wounded—
Gunner M. C, Steeves, 475 8t. George/
street, Moncton, N. B.

Artillery,
Wounded—

* Corporal J. F. Harvey, 130 P. O. Box,
Fredericton, N. B.
NGunncr Wm. F. Taylor, Hillsborough,
The 8 o'clock list has the following
names:

, Infantry.

‘Wounded—J. L. Kennedy, 58 Sheriff
street, 8t. John, N. B. N. Johnson,
Upper Leitches Creek, N. S.

Slightly wounded--Lieut. P. C. Cro-
well, Halifax, N. 8. Lleut. H. 8. Bar
ker, Rothesay, N. B. Lieut. R. W.
Casey, 112 Morris street, Halifax, N.S,
H. L. Porter, Arcadie, N. 8. W.. C.
Sloan, Windsor, N, 8.

Woundod—\l P. Foley, Caraquet,

THE UNITED STATES

It is announced today by the newspa-
per Het Volk that a Dutch delegation

ot tho Inm;uonal Sochmt Bureau
8t

Thol

" Paris, April 16.—In a letter i
¢ing to President Poincare for his
gplgnature the decree appointing Cap-
fain Andre Tardieu, high commis-

to the United States, Premier
says it has been found' in the
that missions sent {0 the United
lacked coordination. He
had decided upon the crea-

s hllh

Sweden, tn summon a wntonnoo of
Soclalist representatives of the bellig-
erent countries.
g e

London. Apﬂl 16.—A Central News
reports that
lpeoul lervleel of intercession for
pmewmheldnmmwlnluthe

mww

in Vienna. High mass was
pro- celebrated at St. Stephen's in the
mummom.mm

departments and direct press Zita.

MONGTON.MAN 15

SERIDUSLY WOUNDED

alty says:
In of G
rine attacks on British hospital ships,
in direct and flagrant contravention of
The Hague convention, a Jarge squad-
ron of British and Fremch airplanes
carried out a reprisal bombardment
on the town of Frieburg on Satur
day. Many bombs were dropped with
good results.
“Despite a large number

of alr

L fights with hostile aimplanes, all our

machines ,except three, returned safe-
ly.”

OENIES REPORT THAT
CERMANS SELZED FOOD

Director of American Belgian
Relief Commission Says
Story from Lens was Erron-

eous.

London, April 16.—W, D. Gregory,

HOW UNGLE SAM
GAN BE A MOST
VALUABLE AIO

Admiral Sir John Jellicoe
Makes Statement to As-

sociated Press,

SEND SMALL CRAFT
HE TELLS AMERICA

German U-Boat Must be
Fought in E\;ropean Waters
as None are Likely to
Cross Atlantic.

London, April 16.—Adminal Sir John
R. Jellicoe ,former commander of the
British grand fleet, and now first sea
lord, informed the Associated Press,
during the course of an interview to-
day that anything and everything in
the way of small craft, from destroy-
ers to tugs, -would be the most useful
contribution which the United States
could make to the war against Ger-
man Submarines. In this connection
the first sea lord esserted that the
best hunting ground for raiders is.on
this side of the water, as the possi-

on the American coast is almost neghi-
gible unless t.hey have a base on that
side.

“] have no destre to minimize to
the American people,” said the admir
al, “the serious situation prevailing
as & result of the illegal use of sub-
marines by the Germans. Neither is
it easy for us to take them into our
confidence and tel] them what we are
doing to cope with the evil, without
providing the Germans with useful in-
formation. No methods existed in the
past for fighting the submerged sub-
marine ,and the new inventions and
processes for that purpose take time
to develop. We are giving your navy
all the information in our ponession,

and knowing its record, we have great
wnﬂd.ence that American inventive
genius will supplement it.

Assisting with Foods.

*As far as the feeding of the allied
populations is concerned, our efforts
must be concentrated on saving ton-
nage, while bringing in the necessary
food, in order to minimize the effect

ably know, we Nave bought large quan-
tities of wheat in Australia, but as
the round voyage is four times as long
as that to America the bringing of this
wheat takes four times as much ton-
nage as the carrying of Amerfcan
wheat to the allied powers. We there-
fore require all the wheat we can ob-
tain from the United States and Cana-

“Qur food situation® is by no means
as desperate as the Germans want to
believe it is ,but, on the other hand,
it 1s more serious than many of our
own people realize. Our own shipping
suffered very little more in March than
during the first month of unrestricted
submarine warfare, and other tonnage
sunk during that period was in much
the same position, ang there is no very
marked method of combatting the evil
What has been accomplished is' the
result of inventions and processes
which take time to develop and the
government is well aware of the fact
that immediate results could not be
expected.

S rines More Cauti

“The increasing armament of our
mercantile marine has made subma~
rines far more cautious amd more sub-
merged attacks are taking place. Of
course this has one advantage, inas-
much 4s the raiders must depend upon
their torpedoes for such attacks, and,
being able to carry only a limited num-
ber, must return to port soomer than
when they made their attacks from
the surface. Your navy deparrtment
knows just how many submarines we
have sunk, but the exact number of
U-boats which have actually never re-
turned to port is known omly to the
German

of small craft forms the best proteo-
tion We can use e
destroyers to tugs of any size. The
d.nter of showing a periscope when

may bave a bomb
droyyedonlt.orbenmmd.uou
which our enemy does not like to face.
But these craft must be used in the
zone where submarines operate, and

three |such & zone is hardly likely to be ex-

Continued on page two,

bility of German submarines operating)

of the submarine warfare As you prob-|

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT DECIDES
10 PUT WHEAT AND FLOUR ON THE
FREE LIST; FARMERS TO BENEFIT

American Wheat énd Flour Will Also be Admitted to Can-
ada Duty Free—War Has Changed Situation and Free
Wheat is Now of Value to Canadian Producers.

WASHINGTON’S VIEW IS THAT
CANADA WILL BENEFIT MOST.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, April 16.—~The most important decision since 1911 was
made this afternoon by Sir Thomas White, when he announced that the
government has decided to take advantage of the clause in the Wilson-
Underwood tariff and place wheat, wheat flour and semolina and wheat

products on the free list.

i
Canadian wheat will now have free entry into the markets of the
United States. The order goes into effect today. The question has
been under consideration for some time, and prices were thoroughly

investigated by the Minister of Finance,

assisted by Hon. Arthur

Meighen, Sir Robert Borden was consulted by cable and the full

concurrence of hi If and coll

R R

NEARING FAMAINE
IN GERMAN CITIES?

Further Reduction of Bread
Rations Causes Discontent
nndSuﬁenng

Copenhagen, via London, April 16.—
The reduced bread rations in Ger
many have now gone into effect.
Judging from the tone of the press
and the news items in German news-
papers it appears that the reduction
has caused great discontent among
workmen, and even threats to retali-
ate by strikes.

A proposal, which was strongly sup-
ported among the metal workers, was
to reduce correspondingly the hours
of work by onefourth. Socialist and
army mnewspapers appealed to the
workmen to accept the deprivations
in the same spirit as the soldiers at
the front, and not to {imperil the
goldiers by a reduction in the muni-
tion output. The metal workers or-
ganization then threw its dnfluence
against any demonstration of the dis-
satisfaction, No open trouble has
yet been reported.

LIMITED OPERATIONS
IN TRENTINO REGION

Bad Weather  Operated
Against Heavy Fighting on

Italian Front.

Rome, Apifl 16, via London, 6.15
p. m.~The following statement was
issued by the war office today:

“Owing to persistent snowstorms in
the Trentino, operations yesterday
were limited to patrol encounters,
which resuited in our favor. In the
Upper But at dawn today a detach-
ment of our troops after tunnbling
through the snow entered the enemy
entrenchments north of Monte Frei-
kofel, and inflicted some casualties
and captured arms and ammunition,

“In the vicinity of Tolmino on Sat-
urday night the enemy made & raid
on our trenches near Ciginl, He was
driven out immediately.

“Our artillery directed an effective
concentrated fire yesterday on the
lines of Kane, east of Gorizia and in
the Frigidio Vippacco Valley.”

—— et

THE “DNINE" A
5 NPROVIG

New York April 16.—Sarah Bern-
hardt, the actress, who was removed
from her hotel here yesterday, was
said by her Dh!!lchns tonight o be
ghowing “signs of A

The German warfare,
serlously affected Atlantic nsportas
tlon, and the entrance of the United
States to war, have completely altered
the whole situation in regard to the
sale of wheat. In normal times there
existed a large commercial export de-
mand from Furope for wheat of all
grades. Owifg to the scarcity of ship-
ping all available tonnage was 1+
quired to transport grain of the hig’
grades and flour, since the Ur
States and Canadian export hu‘

which has

practically pooled for Britis

Hed comm
wheat n was pract!cal

sole” export buyer in both couy’
This lelt the United States the
market for Canada's low grade wh *

Investigation shows that the pri
are mugh lower than in the Unit:
States. There were in addition,
strong grounds for belief that ade
vantage was being taken of the situ-
ation to maintain prices in Canada
lower than warranted by general
market conditions. In view of the
extraordinary sitvation and the de-
sirability that the Canadian farmer
with the present appeal for increased
production ghould feel that he was.
obtaining the best market price, it
was decided to place these products
op the free list.

When the Wilson-Underwood tarift
was passed by the Democrats in 1913
clause 644 was ingerted providing for
the placing of wheat, wheat flour,
semolina and other wheat products
upon the free list far any country
which gave the United States the
same preference in - return. This
clause is still operative, and the gov-
ernment has now taken advantage
of it.

Canada Will Benefit Most.

‘Washington, April 16.—Canada’s
order today putting wheat and wheat
products on the free list will be de-
cidedly to the advantage of Domin-
jon producers, officials here said to-
night. The American duty on im-
ports of Canadian wheat will disap-
pear automatically, and if the Ameni.
cdan crop is short the Dnited States
may become a good market for the
Canadian product.

Officlals here thinkl Canada could
have profited long ago by & reciprocal
arrangement for free wheat. Coming
at this time they helieve the Cama-
dian action was inspired, to a large
degree, by the fact that the United
States i now an ally of the British
government, and that therefore thq
move will be for the common good.
American wheat is going to England
in large quantities.

For the present it ds not belleved’
the order will have practical effect,
as Canada’s visible supply is as short
as is this country.

BRITIH GOVERNMENT

BEQUISITIONS SHIPS

All Vessels Flying the Union |

Jack Will be Taken.

New Yorld, April 16.—~The Associa-
ted Press today carries the following:
Official notice of the requisitioning |
by the British government of all |
ships under the British flag in ac- |
cordance with the announcement of |
Premier Lloyd George some time ago,
has been received by the International

consultation was held duﬂnc the af-

from | ternoon, but it could not be learned

whether an operation would be per-
formed. .
'
VISITING AT WINDSOR CASTLE.
London, April 16.—~Walter H. Page,
the American ambassadot, and Mré.
Page arrived at Windsor Castie today

for a short visit to the King and
Queen.

.

comes effective beginning with the
arrival of vessels at home

which left their port of departure on
or after March 21. They are requisi-
tioned at so-called “Dlue book rates,”

le Marine. The order be-

fixed by the government, and some- |

what lower than private rates for
cargo space recently current. More
lhanwperemt.ofthom«or
the I ™M Marine
is under the British flag.

|
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