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Let’s take the prisoners there and bind
them.

| This perposition was accept d; and,
seizing the priest and Ethel. the four
men hurried them back to the grave.
The square hole lay there just beside
them, with the earth by iis side. Ethel
tried to see into it, but was not near
enough to doso. One of the men found
the rope. and began in great haste tobind
the arms of the priest behind him.
Another began to bind Ethel in the
same way. -

But now there came loud cries, and
the rush of men near them. A loud,
stern voice was encouraging the men.

On! on! he cried. Follow me! We'll
drive them back!

Saying this, the man harried on foilow-
ed by a score of brigands.

It was Girasole.

He had been guarding the woods ai
this side when he had seen the rush that
had been made farther up. He had seen
his men driven in. and was now haorry-
ing up to the place to retrieve the battle.
As he was running on he came up to the
party at the grave.

He stopped.

What's this? he cried.

The prisoners—we were gecuring them

It was now lighter than it had been.
and d 1wn w=s not far off. The features
of Girasole were plainly distingunishable
They were convulsed with the most for-
| ious passion, which was not caused so
much by the rage of the conflict as by the
inighl .fthe prisoners. He had suspect-
ed tr-achery on their part, and had
spare | them for a time only so as to see
wheti erhis snspicions were true cr not.
! But n 'w this sudden assault by night.
| condscted so skilifally, and by such a
poweriul force, pointed clearly to treach-
ery, a< he saw it, and the one3s who to
{ him d mos: prominent in guil
were the priest and Ethel

MRs. Lizzie A. KNOWLTON, LIBERTY, ME.
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uERICAN BARON. His suspicions were quite reasonable

under the circumstances. Here was =
| priest whom he regarded as his natural
enemy. These brigands identified them-
Continued. selves with republians and Garibaldian3

Another rifle explosiou followed, which | whenever it suited their purposes to do
was sacceeded by a loud, long shriek. so, and consequently as such, they were
B“An attack ™ cried one of the men, with | under the condemnation of the Pope; and
a deep curse. They listened still, yet [any jriest might think he was doing the
did not move away from the place, for the { Pope =od service by betraying those
duty to which they had Leen assigred whe aere his enemies. As to this priest
was still promipent in their minds. The |everithing was sgaizst him. He lived
priest had already risen to his feet, still | rlos- Iiy; every step of the country was,
amoking his pipe, as though in this new no coabt familiar to him; be had enme to
torn of affairs its assistance mizht be}tbe —:up ander very suspicious circom-
more than ever needed 1o enable him to | Star-v= bringinz with him a stranger iu

(By JaumEs pE MiLLE)

preserve his presence of mind, and keep | dis-n = He bad given plausible ans-;

his soul serene in the mids: of confusion.
And now they saw all arcund them the
signs of agitation. Figures in swift mo-
tion flitted to and fro amidst the shade,
and others darted past the smouldering
fires. In the midst of this another, and
still another. At the third there was a
wild yell of rage and pain, followed by
the shrill cry of 2 woman's voice. The
fact was evident that some one of the
brigands had falien, and the women
were lammeating.

wers t the cross-questioning of Girasole
bat t!«ee were empty words, xhich went
for no2! * z in the presence of the livine
facis th.. now stood before him in the
presence of the enemy.

These thooghts had all cocured to Gira
sole, and the sight of the twe prisooers
kizndied his rage to madness. It was the
deslilest purpose of vengeance that
thst gleamed in his eyes as he looked
op-n them, and they kpew it. He gave
one zlance, and then turned to his men

On'!cn!he eried; I will join yom in an

arese; s of o ol ¥
of command and of defiamce. Over Ly
the old house there was the uproar of
rushing men, _and in the midst of it a
Jond stern voice of command. The voices
and the hing fi T d from
the house to the woods. Then sil was
still for = time. ' 2

It was but for 2 short time, however.
Then came shot after shot in rapid soc-

darkmess Shrieks and yeils of pain arcee
from time %o time, the directio= of which
sbowed that the birgands were saffering

;and youm, be said to the guards,
w3it 2 moment.

The. hrigands rushed on  with shouts to
sssist their comrades in the fight, while
the ctler four waited.

All this time the fight had mot ceased.
The sir was filled with the reports of
rifie shots of men, the vells of the wound-
el The flash d to be gradeall

whisper to Ethel, her retreat, and the as-
cending footsteps; while at the same time
he was aware of the unalterable coolness
of the priest, who kept calmly at his work
uutil the very last moment. The screw
seemed to enter his own frame, and the
slight noise which was made, inaudible
as it was to others to him se 'med loud
enough torouse all in the house.

Then he felt himself raised and carried
down stairs. Fortnnately he had got in
with his feet toward the door, and as that
end was carried out first, his descent «f
the stairs was not sttended with the in-
convenience which he might have felt
had it been taken down in an opposite
direction.

One fact gave bim very great relief, for
he had feared that his breathing wonld
be difficnlt. Thanks, however, tothe pre
cautions of the priest, he feit no Jifficuity
atallin that respect. The little bits of
wosd which prevented the lid from rest-
ing clos~ to the coffin formed aperiures
which freely admitted all the air ihat was
necessary.

He was borneon thus from the honse
toward the grave, and heard the voice of

snpposed that the remarks of the pri-si
were addressed not so mnch to the bn—
¢ands as to himself. 80 as to let Lim know
that - e was not deserted. The jonrney !
to the grave was acromplished withoot |
any inconvenience, and ihe eoffin was at
length pat upon the ground.

Then it was lowered into the grave.

There was somethingin this w hich was |
s0 horrible 1o Hawbury trat an involan— |
tary shudder passed ti-r.uzh every nerve
| and all the terror of the grave and the
! bitterness of death in that one moment
i seemed to descend vpon him. le Lad
| nct thought of this and consequently was
i not prepared for it. He hLad expected
{ that he weald be put down on the ground, |
I;and that the priesi wonld be able 10 get

. rid of ti:e men. and effect his likeration
hefore it had gone so far.

It required an effort to prevent himself’
from crying out; and longer effris were !
needed and more time before he could |
regain any portion of his self control |
He pow heard the priest performing the |
barial rites; these seemed to him to be |
protracted to an amazing k-ngth; and 9-,!
indeed they were; but to the inmate --ii
that grave the time seemed lomger far|
than it did tothose who were catside. A !
thoasand fears swelled within bis beart. |
At last the suspicion came o Lim lhal!
the priest himse!? was nnable to do any
| hetter. and this suspicion was confirmed :
as be detected the efforts wiiick be made |
to get the men to Jeave the grave. Tlus
was particularly evident when be pre—°

the priest from time to time, and righily | reason. since it eould be under his owi

{ andd the light was in a line with the knol

‘approach. Bat his own p'ace was i

! looking there, sothat he was unobserved

! iedee of his merciless character.
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nor could he tell whether she was near or v A .
at a distance. Girasole ‘had led them ) mm I,

away.

He determined to look out and watch.
He perceived inat tus grave, m the
Leart of the brivands’ camp afforded the
very satest place in which he conld be for
tbhe pur ose of watching. Girasole's
words had indicated that the work of
burial would not be resumed that night,
and if any passers-by should ccme the
woull avoid snch a place as thig Here,
then, he conld stay until dawn at least,
and  watch wnouvserved. Perhape
he conli find where Ethel wae
guarded; perhaps he could do something
to distract the attention of the brigands,
and afford her an opportunity for flighi

He now arcse, and, kneeling in the
coffin, he raised the lid. The earth that
was upon it feil down inside. He tiiteo
the lid np, and holding it up thus win
one hand, he put his head carefully out
of the grave, and looked out in the direc-
tion where Girasole had gone with 1i»
prisoners. The knoll to which he ha«
led them was a very conspicacus place
and nad probably Leen selected for tha

observation, from time to time, even at :
disrance. It was ahont half-way beiween
the grave and the nearest fire. which fire
thongh low, 8iill gave forth some light

10 Hawburs’s eyves. The pariy on “the
knoll, therefore. appeared tirown ont in
rorelief by the faint fire-light behin
thiem especialiy the priest and Etlel.
And now Hawbary kept his watch. an
lonked and listened and waited. ever|
mindial of his own immediate neis:hhov»],
hoei, and gnarding carefully against any |

sloom. and no one wonld have thousht o

Bat all this watching gave him no as-
sistance finding out any way of rescoing
Ethel. He saw the vigilant guoare
aronnd the prismers. Once or twice he
saw a movement among them, bt it was
soon over. and resuited in nothing. Now
e bezan tc despond, and 1o speculate in
his mind zs to » hether Ethel was in any
darger or not. He began tocaleu'ate the
time that might be required ta go for
Belp with wisich to attack the brigands.
He wondere:d whxt reason Girasole migh.
have toin;ure Eihel. Bat whatever hope
be had that merey might be shown her
was counterbalanced by his own exper-
ience of Girasole’s eruelty, and bis know—

Suddenly he was roused by the rifle-
shot and the confosion that followed. He
saw the pariy on the mound start 10 their
feet. He beard t! e shots that succeeded

dra-ingm,-wﬂn:-ﬂam.-
were wmill driving the brigands. Bm

tended 1o bear an alarm, by which be|the first one. He saw shadows darting
hoped to get rid of the brigands. Ii failed 10 and fro. Then the confusion grew
bowever, and with this failure the hopes | worse and all the sounds of battle arcee
of Hanbary sank lower than ever. { —the cries, the shneks, and the stern
Bat the climax of bis horror was at- | wonis command.

taived as the first clod fell upon bis nar-| Al this filled him with hope. An at-
row abode. liseemed hike a death blutluu:k was being made. They mi-ht all
He felt it as if it had mhimif,lnd‘;ln“(gd_ Hr eould see that the brigands
fur 2 moment it was :s thoogh be bad!xere being drniven back, and that the
been siumped. The dull, beary sound | assailants were pressing on.

which those beard who stood above, 10| Thenm be saw the party moving from
his ears become transfrmed and extend- | jhe knoll It wzs aiready much lighter.
ed to something hike 2 thunderpesl |They advanced towand him. He sank
with long reverterations throngh bis pow | doup 2pa waised He bad po fear now

fevered and distempered brair, Otber hat this party wonld complete his barial. |
dods fell, and still ctbere, and 1be work | 3je thooght they were flying with the
went ca till his brain reeled. and under prisamers.  If so0, the assajlants would |
the michty emotioms of the bour his ' sum be bere: be eonld join them and lead |
rezson began to give way. Then all his | them om 10 the restue of Ethel

fortitnde and covorage sank. Aillh(ngin; He lay low with ihe Bdover bim. He
left him save the comscionsness of 1he | heard them close beside him  Then
ome orror that had now fixed itself apom | 1jere was the noise of rashing men, and |
tissonl. It wasintolerable. In anctier (irascle’s voice aruse.

moment his despair would have burst| He heard all thet fllowed

thromgh sl restramt, and turmed all bis|  Thes Exihel's shrick socnded out, 28 she

| from cover 1o cover, and’ T every
| moment to make a fresh stand. Bat the
asszilants kad gained moch groend, and |

were already ciose by the borders of the

The robbers hsd not ded in bind-

Among the asssilants there was meith
woice mor ory. Bat, im spite of their

losses and the disadvantsge under wiach
they labored, the brigands fomght weil |

and rvesisted stubbormly. At times 2
Jond stern voice arose, whose commands

twith stood where they had emcommtered
Girasole, and the ropes fell from the rob-
bers’ hands st tne pew interraption. The
grave with its mound was only 2 few feet

resounded far and wide, and susisined | WS

the courage of men a=nd divected their
movements.

The men who guarded the priest and |

Ethe] were growing more and more ex-
cited every moment, and were impatient
st their enforced inaction.

They mzst be soldiers, said ane.

Of course, said another.

They fight well.

Ay; better than the last time.

How did they learn to fight so well
under cover?

They've improved. The last time we
met them we shot them Jike sheep, and
drove'them back in five minutes.

They've got & Jeader who understands
fighting in the woods. He keeps them
ander cover.

Who sbhe?

Dravols! who kmows® Ther get mew
captsins every day.

Was there not a famons American

Indian—

True. 1 heard of him. An Indian
wsarrior from the American forests.
Guiseppe saw him when he was at Rome.

Bah!'—von a1l saw him.

Where?

On the road.

We didnt.

Youdid. He was the Zonave who fled
1o the woods first

He?

Yes.

Diavolo!

These words were exchanged between
them as they looked st the figiting.
But snddenly there came rapid flashes
and rolling vollers beyond the fires that
lzy before them, and the movement of
the flash showed thata rosh had been
made toward the lake, Wild vells arose,
then fierce retormng fires, and these
showed that the brigands were being
driven back.

The guards could endure this no longer.

Tney are beating us, cried one of the
men, with & corse, We must go and

fight.
‘What shall we do with these prisoners”
Tie them aud leave them
Have you a rope’

¥Fo. There is ope hy the grave.

Girasole bad 2 “pistol in his left hand
and & swerd im his right. He sheathed
his sword and drew anciber pisiol, keep—
img Lis eves fixed steadily all the while
upon his vidims.

You neadntbind these prisoners, said
Girasole, grimly; ] know 2 better war to

| awfn! prisom homse. |  Im am instant the cocopant of the grave

lake, and ad ing along the |
| eficrt 1o burst op the bd, when soddenly | The brigssds thought the dead Am-

d forcing hims-1f from his “#;tang tow and the grave.

He tarped himself over. He gathered | seizing 1he bd, raived it, and with 2 wild
himsee)f up 28 well 28 be conld. Already | veil sprang forth.
be was bracimg himself for 2 miglay | The efect was wremendons.
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ihe voice of Girasole strack mpom bis ear, | tomio had come o ife They did mot
and a wild fear for Eibel came to his | stop 10 ok but »7th 2 bowl of awful ter-
mmmmamkudmx-ins,mdmuan,mishd‘ﬁigia,liqlw-
ed at unce all tarther thought «f bimsel | ed and ran for their lives!

He lay siill and fistened. He did this Ginzsole saw him ton, with egual hor-
ithe more patiently 28 the men ﬂsefr:r_ of ot greater. Hawbury. It wzs
stopped from their work, and 2s the Lide- |tie man »hom be had killed sove-dead
ons earth-cdods mo longer fell down. He | with bis owa hand. He was there be—
jsteped. From the conversation he‘ume Lim—or wmas i1 his ghost® Fur anm
gathered pretty accuraiely the state of | imstant hicrrar paraiyzed bimg and thes
affsirs. He kpew that Eibel was there: | with 2 vell like 2 madman’s he lesped
that she had been discovered and drageed | back and fled afier the others.
torths that she was in danger. He hsien- | - z
ed in the angaish of 2 new suspense. iie | CHAPTER XXXVL
beard the words of the priest, his calm | Fiv? Fax?
cenisl of treachery, his quiet appeal 1o |

secure Lem.

In the name of God, cried the priest. I
implore you not to shed I blood.

Pool ! said Girasole

The lady is innocent; vou will at least
spare her!

She shall die first ' ssid Girsscle, in2
forr.and reached omt his hand to grasp
st Ethel. The priest flang himself for-
ward between the two. Girssole dashed
‘him sside.

Give us time to prar for God's sake—
ane pament 10 Prav. -

Not 2 moment ! cried Girasgle, grasping
a3 Ethel. -

Ethel gave a lond shriek and started
away in borror. Girascle sprang afier
her. The four men turned to seize her.
With 2 wild znd frantic energy, inspired
by the dea.ly terror that was in her
heart, she bormded awsy toward the
grave.

CHAPTER XXXV.

Hawbory had vanished from the scene
to 8 place which is but seldom resoried
to by a living man. Once inside of his
terrible retrest he became a prey to feel-
ings of the most varied apd harrowing
character, in the midst of which tlere
was 8 suspense, iwoiold, sgonizing, and
intolersble. First of all, his suspense was
for Ethel and then for himself In thuw
narrow and restricied retreat his senuses
soon became sharpened 1o an unusnal
degree of acuteness. Every touch against
jt communicated itself 1o his frame, as
thongh the wood of his inclosure lhad
become part of himself; and every svund
jntensified itself to an extraordinary de-
gree of distinctness, as thongh the tem-
paﬂ':lmsofrisimh:dbeencompen—
sated for by an exaggeration of the sense
of hearing. This was particalarly the
case asthe priest drove 3u un_mu
He hesrd s shuffie on the =taim, the

= A3 = | In dhe mids’ of that wild uproar which
. « good semme. Then he heard |, 5 ;e Diacres 2nd Mrs. Willonghby
:hedecm:ff}?rndlﬁ-.miillg;m_r. S RS, P
walked atagmﬂnﬂrpmmdzm‘h 2 b dedt s it i e

be was left slome. ot Aretimss. He sicod bewildesed

Alane | Widle sie was listeniag 1o tne sounds
i At any Giber time it wonld Laveheena |, . o .e listening 1o the echo of her words;
| terrible thimg thusts be lefi alone in such |, o e s wondiring st the of
:" Fh_“'v but mow 10 bim who — ﬂ"“ | such 2 tumult e was wonderng at this
imx'm‘m‘ o ‘ﬁ"m = e 'f'hd‘ The | jiciosure. In 2 momest 2 thousand
{work of borial, with allits Lideuns ac- | g, hin.s spgesied themselves as
Teompauimerts, was staved. He could
%“»"”"’-" Lis senses md;ake Sy s mnnd | hmlethimgs all went 30 throw 2 flood of
{2810 what be sbould da. : | Tight mpon ber staicwent and prove that
Nouw, first of all, he determined 0 £810 | gje was another person than that * demon
more air if passible. The euarth that tad | 45,.” who had been the cause of all his
fullen 1:ad covered np mauy of the chinks | yoes.  Her soft glance, her gentle man-
80 th:at bis brestiiug bad become seusi- | o o0 ouet a0d tender expression—
:}*M d'f_wﬂh-d“;? ":'f‘”::’*’“‘v With | hove all the tane of ber voice; ali these
B8 GppeCamen 15 Dreatiing, W25 | .1 once opened his eves. In the course
intolerable. B‘wﬁm{:’;nm:&ti h;;n— | of their conversation she iad spoken in
self (mr‘_z e andmhd i e {#low tune. ofien in 3 whisper, so that
:mu‘; was 1;*; ohl(:nugel;ui m]:l“emilmmd | this fact with regard to the difference of
e | voice had not been perceptitle; but ber
mare pln:;‘ ‘10 his ‘;_lmbl than l;r(:unld ‘:lasl wards we:e spoken londer, and be
have had In one of 2 mare TEEUIAT COD- | 00 ved 1he difierence.
stroction, and thus be was ‘:;: llg‘br;;g | Now the tumuit grew greater, and the
|= great effort to bear s Bl e ;jre;mnsufumriﬂes more frequent. The
i)md' Theac:;l‘am“e:;}'-d e Ilied | heise was communicated to the house,
{itop 1o some distance. e drew I 2| ., 3, 4, s and the hall below
long drenght of fresh air, and felt in that | ::nwre“:m er.:::l:l:n:: of feet, and hurry—
one draugtt that he received newlife and |, 4, 4G fro, zud the rattle of arms.
|strength and hape. . iuud the voices of men, in the. midst of
‘E ‘He;:"‘ hi';i:uu and ;}“;:zh':da‘;"": { which rose the stern command of Gira—
| what be should do next. * | sole.
{been bimself, he would, of course. duve | g ryu09: Follow me!
imd in that first instest, m:: ﬂe;’ldlol Then the distant reporis grew mearer
{the wosds. But the thouglit of Ethel de- | 4 vet nearer, and all the men roshed

| tained him. S [ from the house. and their tramp was
ll P paamr_m; P iieurd outside as they hurried away to
{ el s duveiens ¥ s Y.hought. thie scene of couflict.

{ Be knew that she, together with the | ;. ., ., k! The briasnds are ai-
m == "":::“:‘m . t:e:ir‘ucked ! eried Mrs. Willoaghby.

lives. Where they were he didn't kpow To be continped.

be stood there iu his confusiom which |
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