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{Division No. 11)

Some hon. Members: No.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ethier): All those in favour of the 
motion will please say yea.

YEAS
Messrs.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ethier): All those opposed to the 
motion will please say nay.

NAYS

Messrs.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ethier): Call in the members.
The House divided on the motion (Mr. Cafik) which was 

agreed to on the following division:

{Translation)
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ethier): Order, please. It being 

8.49 p.m., the two hours allotted for the consideration of the 
motion now before the House pursuant to Standing Order 75C 
have expired.
{English)

The question is on the motion of the hon. Minister of State 
(Multiculturalism) (Mr. Cafik).

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the said motion?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Ethier): In my opinion the yeas 
have it.
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Some hon. Members: Nay.

outs to corporations it brings in a bill and asks us to pass it 
under closure. Nothing in this bill will solve any of the 
unfairnesses in our society.

We have a system at the present time under which certain 
persons, between the ages of 60 and 65 receive a spouse’s 
allowance, but for spinsters, widows, bachelors and widowers 
there is no such allowance, and there is nothing for them in the 
bill. There is nothing in it to straighten out the government’s 
finances so that the promise to increase the basic pension for 
veterans may be met. There is nothing in the bill to improve 
the position of the working poor, those for whom a guaranteed 
annual income is supposed to be on the drawing board.

What is the hurry to pass this bill, Mr. Speaker? It is not a 
ticket to the millennium. It is a bill that will take us in reverse. 
That is why I join with others in saying this closure motion 
should not be supported by this House of Commons which is 
supposed to be part of a democratic parliament.

There is one other reason why I am opposed to this closure 
motion and to all closure motions. They never go to the heart 
of the problem. The only way the government knows to deal 
with extended debate in the House of Commons is to cut it 
off—to deny it. Surely the time has come to find a better way 
of arranging the debates in this House so that we can deal with 
things on a proper basis. All the government does is close off 
debate. That means it is not even prepared to look at the 
proper ways of improving the procedures of this House.
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