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rcvn-.viu'^r the practical cfr-cts of this ])nnci;)lo, as cxhihitcd

iiitlicmodrni Cii-t'd of tiio Uoiu.in ("luuch. And mav (iod,

for Jesus Chrisf'ii sake, -rivv us Ills Holy Spirit, that wo
may have a ii,i,'ht judt,nncut in these and al! other doctriius
of His revialed Word !

^
Hefcu-e I cntor ui)on the cousiderition of this subject, \t

may be i-i-rht tc advert hricHy to the circumstances Avhidi

have led to the present publication. It was in the month of

November. IHOS, that I joii^ed the Uomun Catholic Church
in London, tho!i;^di it was only a few weeks previously

that I had seriously commenced to devote my earnest

attention to I his study, and only a few days before that I

finally decided on tiiis st(>p. It is true that I had some doid)ts

on tliis subject in early life, but the impression produced on
my nund at this time was of so powerful a nature as to lead
me to act at one.> upon the immediate impulse thns commu-r
nieated, as thou^di I had received a direct revelation su-

persedip.o- the neci s.sity of any furtlier inquiry or consulla.
tion. I had, indeed, draMu up a paper, for my own private
wtisfaction, under the title of the "Difficulties ofRomanism"
containing a statement of the principal objections Avhich oc-
curred to mo, in opposition to the doctrines and practices of
the CJun-ch of Home. T was anxious to have a full cxplana-
tion and discussion of these several points, in conference
with an eminent Divine of that Church, but as I had
nrtt the opportunity of doing so, I thought it unnecessary
to enter into any further details as to the proof of each parti-
cular docfrine, regarding them chiefly as speculative diffi-

culdes, Avhllo I was satisfied on the great principle of the
Tnfdlibility of tlic Cluirch. I shall here insert a copy of
this do-umcnt, which relates to the following inquiries.

1. 'I'o prove the Infallil)ility of the Church of Rome.
;?. To prove that the Church of Home is the only true

Church of Christ.


