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OIUGINAUTY.

Tn 8pltc. however, of tlio plienoinena to wliicli T liiivc jnsi

olliitlcil, thtMu.'s j^dod rousuii for luaintiiiiiin;; tliat. ovon in tin;

<Vmia"ii of Meiifal an. I Moral Sciciu'n tliere lias boon, upon

tliJ wliolo. an onvvinl pnii^ross, just as a ny< (Ionic storm ad'

vanocs at tliu same time lliat it rotator.

And whatever «>|)in"on v;o may entertain r<\";iiniin;j; ihiH

department, of iMiilo.s»j)hy, we eanjiot Imt admit when wa

turn our contiider:ition tt) the Material Scienees, that /tere at

least tljero has oeen progre;s and (liwjovery, to an extent

which would prohahly astonish even Solomon himself.

Yet even here it is remarkable how much difliculfy is gone-

rally found in traein>]; any important invention to its cviain-

ator. In nearly every ease eompetitord ;ire to be tound wl o

person diy or through their biographers dispute the claim.

Akkwuigut, «vho is called thj inventor of the spinning i

jenny, and who made his fortune out of the invention, is

said to have borrowed the design from another man who ia

comparatively unknown. The steam engine was brouglit into

being by a nund>er of inventors, successively improving on

one another, though the most important improvements wtre

made by Jamks Watt; and several forms of the locomotive

had been constructed before Gkougk Stkpiilnson rendered it

available for profit{»ble use. There are several claimants for

the invention of steam navigation, and the rejnUed inventor

of the "screw " has not been allowed to hohl his'claim with-

out dispute. No single name stands before the public as tho

inventor of the Electric Telegraph. The safety lamp was i))-

vented independently by Daw and Stephenson. Tho sextant

was invented independently by Newton and IIa^ley. The

invention of the stereoscope is sharply contested to this day

by Brewster and Wheatstone. Dagueuke, whose nan»e is

almost a synonym for photography, was not the inventor of

that art. Three great names. Cavendish, Watt, and Lavoi-

8IBU, have been put forward as the discoverers of the compo-


