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Paul snys. '< lalmurcrs tngclhrr with (iod," and to have n.
reived their nulhorily to this rcsponsil)' oflirc from the
hnnds of thow who drsired not " to run before they were
sent,'' but who were " cnllod of C^od as was Aaron ;" and
eimm to hav»> received, in an unbroken line, from the hands
of the Apostles, their commission to send forth labourers
rnto the vineyard of the I.ortt ;—from ihe hands, indeed, of
those very Apostles who, in the Chapter from which our
text IS taken, were sent by the Chief Shepherd and Bishop
01 our souls, JosHs Crist our Saviour and Redeemer; and
who afterwards by Ilim were autliori/.cd and commanded to
send forth others

! «' As the Father hath sent me," said the
Blessed Jesus, " even so send 1 you." « Co ye, therefore,
mtu all the world, ana preach the Gospel to every creature

^^V?l ^a"^
^'*'* y°" always, even unto the end of the

world
! A • -*ch, whose Liturgy—in its language—iis sen-

timents—its Irines—its adaptation to social worship, and
Its suitableness to inspire and to express rational and fervent
tlevotion, IS, to say the least, as near perfection as human
elTort has c i yet a.rived. And whi-re we «' hold fast this
form of sound words," and depart not from the standards
o* such a Church, we shall rest firm and sc^- -> a the " faith
once delivered to the Saints,"—since, I jc.icve, that upon a
diligent and candid comparison, it will be found tltat what-
ever the Church teaches her members to receive, has the
sanction of the Word of God ; and that, therefore, when we
contend earnestly for the one, we shall, of necessity, be en-
g'iged in defence of the other also. The time allowed
to such exercises as the present, will rot admit of my nowr
dwelling longer upon the excellencies of the Church, whicl>
l^as, through the liberality of others, hitherto been continued
amongst us

; suffice it, however, to say, that the members of
the Church of our aiT«?ciions need never be afraid to exi^mine
the evidences by whii;h the peculiarities of their system are
supported, for they ie?t upon a basis which has withstood
the storms and .evolutions of ages ; and the more they ure
made the subject of inquiry, the stronger will be our convic-
tion of the u-uths which they establish. Having, then, freely
received such a Church, it is but an act of justice and of gra-
titude—-it is our bounden duty, not only to defend her sacred
lormulanes, but to do our part freely to give them to others,
and to transmit them, unimpaired, to the latest generation !
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