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of composuie whtci evmcetl tTie Bincerity of W\» faith,

he begun to "set his house in order," uud prepare (or

the impending f;i»angc.

Uow affeeting, jet sublime a Kpectacle, did he then

present! Here was one of earth's most iuvotircd kohs,

nurmunded b}- everything \vliiel» coukl make lite dewirn-*

We, suimnoned ere he had reaehed the ineiidtan of life,

trailed upon deliberately to surrender all the earthly

advantages, honours and cnjoynict)t8, for which he had

toiled so diligently and with such signal success. How

keen the tri:tl ! llow vast the sacrif.ee, in a worldly

nensel Yet he hows in mcfkand pious submission to

ihe mandate of that Almighty IJeing who he was ptr-

uuaded ordered all things wisely and well for his people.

Some perhaps may inutgine that the retrospect of his

useful life,—his benevolence, his integrity, his charity,

—

contributed to extract the sting from death, and smooth

tiis dying pillow. Ihit no, my brethren, it was with him

as with everv child of God under similar circumstances.

However grateful he may have been, and doubtless was,

to his Heavenly Father, for using him as an instru-

ment for the t,ood of others, yet when he viewed his

pei'fornianee« in the light of eternity, he saw too much

of imperfection, too ruueh of sin, even in his best

actions, to place any dependence upon them for hope

towar-ds God. Instead of being buoyed up hy a sense

of his attainments, he sank under the consciousness of

his own unworthiness. And it was when emptied of

self and all that the self-righteous delude themselves

with, that he saw the beautiful adaptation of the Gospj.1

scheme of salvation to the exigencies of sinful mar).

Tie felt, in that trying hour-, the unspeakable eomfor-t of

luuing such a Saviv^ur as that provided in the Gospel to

flee unto,—one who was both " able and willing to E?.ve

" to the uttermost them who eoirre unto God by him."

In humility and faith he, therefore, east himself upon

Chriat alone for acceptance with God ; and the rich and
I


