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MAT ib much of the territory ceded, or to be ceded by iiiuividual iLues, to uic

United States, as is already purchafed, or fhall be [)urchafed, of the Indian inhabi-

tants, and offered for fale by Congrefs, fliall be divided hito diftin6t (Lites in tlie fol-

lowing ir^anner, as nearly as fuch cefTions will admit; that is to lay, by parallels of

latitude, fo tl.<at each Hate fliall comprehend from north tofoiith two de^^rees of lati

tude, begining to count from the completion of forty-live degrees north ui the equa-

tor ; and by m.eridians of longitude, one of which fliall pafs through tlie lov/e(l poini:

of the rapids of Ohio, and the other through the weftern cape of rhr mouth of the

reat Kanhaway : but the territory eailward of this laft meridian, between the Ohio lake j aie, and Pcnn
/Ivania, fliall be one ftate, whatfoever may be its comprehenfion of latitude. Thar wtiich may lie fieyond

lie completion of the forty-fifth degree between thefaid meridians fhall makennrrof the liate adjoininf^i^- ^)a

'"»e fouth ; and that part of the Ohio, which is between the fame meridians coinciding nearly with the pa-

d!cl of thirty-nine degrees, fliall be fubltiruted fo far in lieu of that parallel as a boundan

That the fettlers on any territory fo purchafed and offered for fale, fhall, either on th own petition,

r on the order of Congrels, receive authority from them, with appointments of time and [)lace, for riieir

xe males of full age, within the limits of their ilate, to meet together, for the pur{)ofe of ellablifhinc); a

^mporary government, to adopt the conllitution and laws of any one of the original ilates ; lo that fuch

iws neverthelefs O^all be fubjed: to alteration by their ordinary hu^iflature -, and to ereit, fubjecl lu a like

Iteration, counties, townfiiips, or other divifions, for the eleftion of members for their legiilaturc.

That when any luch ftate Ihall have acquired twenty thoufand free inhabitants, on giving due proof

lereof to Congrefs, they Ihall receive from them authority, with apjx)intments of time and place, to call a

invention of reprefentatives, toeftablifh a permanent conftitution and government for themfelve^. Pro-

ided that both the temporary and permanent governments be eftabliflied on thefe principles as their baiis.

First. That they fliall for ever remain a part of this confederacy of the United States ot America,

Second. That they fhall be fubicct to tlie articles of confederation in all thofe cales,in wiuch the ori


