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Parliament will therofore best consult Iheir own

credit, by liftiii.:^ themselves fairly out of the tram-

mels of the old system, and taking such a com-

prehensive view of the subject as will enable them

to form regulations, agreeable to their own liberal

and enlightened ideas, and conformable to the

advanced state of political science. They will

then be at no loss to determine what course should

be pursued, but acknowledging the general prin-

ciple, that whatever tends to interrupt the natural

current of trade, or fetter the industry of the

country, should be avoided, they will endeavour

so to regulate the duties, as to keep the commerce

of every country as nearly as possible in the same

situation as if no tax had been imposed.

In applying this principle to the duties on tim-

ber and deals, they will, no doubt, have to com-

bat many prejudices, but will succeed in framini;

regulations, which will bear to be closely inves-

tigated, and will stand the test of time. They will

perceive, that cost what it may, the interest of

the country will not be consulted, if this branch

of our trade is not, as speedily as possible,

restored to its natural channels, and they will

see no insurmountable bar to the almost im-


