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i the prwpbetS'

tions lias already taken place, and those who were fiiit have beeonie last, yet we hop*

will not ultimately remain last in the road of salvation. An infatuated and fatal

blindness occupied their eyex and undersiaoding and prevented ihem frum observing

how, in the most minute points, the prophecies of their sages were fulfilled in the

person and history of Christ—how the various predictioiiH and the events in which

thay were realized, inr.ted in the closest correspondHnce to each other—like the p*rt»

of snine curiou* machine, wnmght separately bv the art of the mechanic, but with

such accurate adjnstme nt, that no sooner are they put together, than out of detadiei*,

portions and limbs, thsre is composed, merely by their union, a whole, working with

the most delicate accuracy the purpose for which it was invented. Such is the nature

of thM fulfilment of the law bv Chris Jestis. He recalled mat part of its institntiont

which concerned general virtue and duty, and which has been distinguished from the

ceremouia! part bv tne title of the Moral Law, fr.ni the narrow and res rioted sens*

to which the Jewish Rabbis had contracted it, bv a close and verbal interpretation

of its precepts. He exdained its types, and fulfilled iis prophecies, bv his life, suf-

ferings and death. He did more, much more than all this. He paid in his own
inestimable person thai debt which fallen man owed to Almighty justice, and which,

•i^'tkrnpiby la'U'e, it was impossiblefor hiiu i( discharge. He took tipon himself

thit cu\.e of t e law which mere hum<niiy coil I n it endure, an I bv his perfect o*>-

edience and bitter sufffringrs, he made that aloi einent which his heavenly Father had

aright tii exact, but which even the desiruction of the world could not have nude;

and gave us a right, trusting in his merits, to plead anexemp'^in from the strict and

severe denunuiatinns of ihe law under which we could not survive.

In no sense, therefore, was the ancient M isaic L«w destroyed. W may be compa.ed

to the moon, which is not forced from her sphere, or cast headlong from the Heavens,

but which, having fulfilled her course of brightness, fades awav gradually before the

more brilliant and perfect light of day. Mav G >d in his mercy make us nil partaken

of (he blessi.igs ourch <sed and pruuiissd by uis blessed Sun, by whom ttte law vyas

not dostroyed, but fulfilled !


