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ASVIXTXSEMRNT BY THB T11AMSI.AT0R.

THE name and eftabliflied reputation of the Ahh6 Spallaniani muft certainty be a
fufEdent recommendation of any work he gives to the public, efpedallyof ontt

like the prefent, on which he appears to have beftowed a more than ordmary degree of
labour and attention. The vanety of objeds, highly interefting to the naturalul and
the philofophor, on which it treats, may he feen in the following mtroduSion,:which con-
tains, in part, a fummary of the work.

In the tranilation, fidelity and accuracy have been prindpally ftudied. The reader, it

it prefumed, has before him a ftithful ttanfcript of the orisinal (if the expreffion may
be allowed) in hisown language. Where the meaning admitted of no doubt, the tranlL

lator thought himfelf at liberty to depart from the phrafeology of his author, to give

his idea with greater perfpicuity : a licence which the different idioms of language will

frequently render neceflary : but where any ihadow of ambiguity appeared (and in every
work, efpeciallv works of fcience, fuch ambiguities of expreflion will occafionally be
found) he has fcrupuloufly adhered to the literal expreflion of his text,' that the reader

may be enabled to form tus judgment in the fame manner as from the original.

* The parti leaft interefting to the general reader are omitted.
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