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oppreiied with burdeniy taxes, exaetionii and eom-
mieated diitntsea of the peonle, and of fknilies.

Their bread is snatched from the poor, and their liv.

ing from those, who were in eoinfortable cirenmstan-

ces. Heaty imposts exhaust the resources of life.

Multitudes are thrown out of business and subsist,

enee. Almost every thing is arrested, but what con-

tributes to supply and support the destroyer of men.
Fathers, brothers, and ehitdren are torn firom their

families, with tiieprobability, that the^ shall nevef
see them again. Tne whole land and the people are

oppressed, exhausted, wasted, and reduced to various

wretchedness. The moral ruin of war is among its

most deleterious, poisonous eifects. The moral pesti-

lence spreads through the camp, the court, the city,

and the country* The great principles of religion,

the laws of virtue, the sentiments and the institutions,

which are most salutary to mankind, are violated, re-

jected and despised. Tice, iniquity and impiety

abound.
The court, indeed, is already inflscted, and spreads

the contagion through the country. These miseries

generally proceed from One, or a few men, woiiciiig

upon the passions of man)dnd. Those, <<who rule

over men,'' whose office, and duty it is, to watch and
labor for their peace and happiness, these, possessing

power, consider the people as made only for their Iber-

vice, made to be destroyed at their will, or for their

pleasure. They regwrd the life of aman no more,than
the life of a beast. No doubt there are exceptions.

No doubt there have been rujers, who have studied

and labored for this good of the people, Butveiir
commonly they have other designs, of their own will,
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4>r their own pleasure, or their own glory, or their cu-

pidity, which thev place in pursuits far distant from
the people's happiness, often in those, which produce
the people's misery and destruction. Tes, misery and
destruction, and iniquity and wickednesf are called

honor, and glory, and prosperity 3 and th^ infatuated


