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upon the first point, it may be remarked, that your Directors would
have hesitated to advise the Shareholders to acquire the Line, e\en
after considering the important matter involved in the second question,

had they not been satisfied that the Erie and (Jntario Railway would
yield a profitable return upon the capital embarked in it. The Town
of Niagara, situated on the shore of Lake Ontario, at the mouth of

the Niagara River, is distant from Toronto, which contains a po|)ulation

of 50,000 inhabitants, about 00 miles. The traffic between Toronto,

Buffalo, and the States, at all times large, is, during the summer, very

gieat indeed ; the Falls of Niagara forming, during the liot weather, an

immense attraction. Niagara is so placed, that it is the nearest point

for steamers from Toronto to land at, and the large existmg traffic, yield-

ingtothe steamers now on the line, a profit of many thousands a year,

would be greatly increased, when by means of the Erie and Ontario

Railway, passengers are afforded the facility of leaching the Falls in half

an hour after leaving the boat, or in two hours and a half from Toronto.

Tne Falls of Niagara, the great. Watering place of this Continent, is year-

ly resorted to by crowds, fiom all parts of Canada and the Union—
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large number of these visitors stay at the Falls on their way to or from

a tt'Ur amongst the magnificent scenery of the St. Lawrence; in eith«:^r

case, Niagara being the nearest point the steamers on Lake Ontario

touch at, would secure for the Erie and Ontario Line, a large propor-

tion of the travel to or from the Falls ; and these two items of tiaffic

alone, would be quite sufficient to yield a handsome return upon the

cost of construction.

It is <ilso worthy of remark, that the possession by this Company, of

the route between Toronto and the Falls, via Niagara, will prevent the

possibility of any detrimental competition with the Hamilton and To-

ronto Riilway.

Upon the second point, this line, in the opinion of your Di-

rectors, assumes very great importance. The Charter of the Erie

and Ontario Line is claimed by that Company, to give j)ovver for

the construction of a line to any jtoint on Lake Erie, but at any late

to allow of the making of a line from Chippawa, from which point

access is ol»taiued to the Suspension Bridge at Niagara Falls, to Dun-

ville, and thence to the lake. If this were carried out, a line of rail-

way would then be complete fi'oin the Suspension Bridge to Sinicoe,

the Chippawa and Dunville line, j< iniiig at the latter place the line of

tiie Woodstock and Lake P.rie Iload from Dunville to Sinicoe; Jind a

reference ti> the mM|» will show that such a hue would form about one-

third of a Southern parallel lii.", referred to in the early part of this Re-

port. Nt»tices are already gazetted for applications for lines from Sini-

coe to St. Thonuis, and so on to Maiden; and it appears, under these


