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verfion of every thing that was coiifidcrcd

as wife and honeft policy in his reign ; and

I flatter myfelf, that you will fympathize

with me in that lively gratitude which I feel

at a rccolle£lion of the advantages derived

by this nation from the happy and glorious

reign of George the Second.

i

I confefs myfelf one of thofe men, whofe

plain underftandings value one experiment

in the art of Government, as in every other

matter of human concern, infinitely more

than all the fpeculations and refinements of

the moft exalted genius. The reign of

George the Second afforded to the minifters

of his fucceflbrs a large body of experience^

which a real ftatefman would have been for-

tunate in the pofTeffion of. The maxim*

purfued in this reign were wife, not be-

caufe they were to be accounted for upon

this or that theory, but becaufe their con-

fequences were falutary. They ought,

therefore,
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