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True it is, that if the people of Great-Briiain
were not too much blinded by the paflions, that

have been artfully excited in their breads, againft

their dutiful children the colonifts, thefe confidera-

tion would be nearly as alarming to them as to us.

The influence of the crown was thought by wile

men, many years ago, too great, by realon of the

multitude of penfions and places beftowed by it.

Thefe have been vaftly encreafed flncc f, and per-

haps it would be no difficult matter to prove chat

the people have dccreafed.

Surely therefore, thofe who wifh the welfare of
their country, ought ferioufjy to refleftj what may

f One of the reafons urged by that great and honefl ftateA

Clan Sir William Temple, to Charles the fecond, in his famous
remonilrance, to difluade him from aiming at arbitrary

power, was that the king " had few ofiices to beftow, "Hume's

Jiift. of England.
*' Tho' the wings of prerogative have been dipt, the influ-

ence of the crown is greater than ever it was in any period of

our hiftory. For when we conflder in how many boroughs the

government has the votes ac command ; when we confider the

vail body of perfons employed in the colledion of the revenue,,

in every part of the kingdom, the inconceivable number of
placemen, and candidates for places in the cuftoms, in the

excife, in the poll office, in the dock-yards, in the ordnance, in

the fait office, in the (lamps, in the navy and vidualling offices,

and in a variety of other departments ; when we confider again

the extenfive influence of the money corporations, fubfcription

jobbers and contradlore, the endlefs dependancics created by the

obligations conferred on the bulk of the gentlemens families

throughout the kingdom, who have relations preferred in our

navy and numerous Handing army; when I fay, wc confider

how wide, how binding a dependance on the crown is created

by the above enumerated particulars; and the great, the enor-

mous weight and influence which the crown derives from this

extenflve dependance upon its favour and power, any lord in

waiting, any lord of the bed-chamber, any man may be ap-

pointed minifter.'*

A dodlrire to this eff*efl is fai4 to have been ihe advice of L-.-
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