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t)f their connections during the fifhing feafon, and where they

might unlade, in order to be cured, fuch quantity of fifli as

they (hould have on board when compelled to feek fhelter,

whereas upon their going to any of the iflands propofed by

France for fhelter, fuch iiland according to the negotiation

being to be confined to the fole ufe of fhelter, they could not

there unlade their fifh, and have it dried and cured, but in

courfe muft afterwards carry it to the harbour where they

carried their other fifh, and put it likewife into the hands of

their fliore men to be cured— that neverthelefs in fome cafes

the French veflels fifliing in the gulf might be obliged to bear

away to the fouthward for fhelter, and . fuch cafe a port

wherein they could be ailifted by their countrymen might be

more defirable than a Britijh pui t ; but confidering that the

fifliery upon the coafts of the iflands and of the continent was

to be retained by Great Britain^ as well as the lands, and that

there are but few fifhing banks in the gulf, and thofe not

krge, it appears to me that the veflels who fhould have fought

fhelter in any of the places propofed, where they could find

nothing elfe, would not have been many ; and I am inclined

to think that if the ifland of St, Peter had been accepted

upon the conditions annexed the BritiJJj commiflTary during a

whole fifhing feafon would have feen but few veflels come
thither out of the gulf for flielter, and not one from the fifliery

on the northern part of Newfoundlands and it is to be ob-

ferved that France made no objedion to the fituation of this

ifland with refpeCl to either of thefe fiflieries. As to her

gbjedion to the fmallnefs of the ifland it appears to me ut-

terly groundlefs, confidering that what was to be granted to

her was a port for mere flicker, and the objedion to its uear-

nefs to Placentia^ whicn flie in no wife explains or enforces,

I cannot difcover any foundation for. And furthermore let

it be remembred that although Fran^ by her laft memorial
" allowed that an Englijh commiflary fliould be refidcnt in

*' the laid ifland, to be witnefs to the pundluaUty with wliich
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