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and here they are taught what are the interests

of their country, and now to pursue them.
There is no people amongst whom the laws

of hospitality are more sacred, or executed Avitli

more generosity and g(M)d-will. Their houses,

their provision, even their yoini<^ women, are

not enough to <iblige a guest. To tht)sc of their

own nation they are likewise very iiuniane and
beneficent. Ihit to the enemies of his countr\%

or to those who luive privately offendnd iht'

American is imjilacable. He con»'eals iiis sen-

timents, Ije a])i)ears reconciled, until by some
treachery or surprise he has an opportunity of

executing an liorrible revenge. No length of

time is sufficient to allay his resentment : no
distance of place great enough to protect the

object : ne crosses the steepest mountains, he

pierces the most impracticable forests, and tra-

verses the most hideous bogs and deserts for se-

veral hundreds of miles, bearing the inclemency

of the seasons, the fatigue of the expedition, the

extremes of hunger and thirst, with patience

and cheerfulness, in hopes of surprising his

enemy, on whom he exercises the most sliock-
j

ing barbarities, even to the eating of his flesh.

;

To such extremes do the Indians push their

friendship or their enmity ; and such indecil in

general is the character of all strong and uncul-

tivated minds.

Not wit 1 tiding this ferocity, no people have

their anger, or at least the shew of their anger,

more under their command. From tlieir in-

fancy they are formed " ith eioe to end ire scoffs,

taunts, blows, and every sort of insidt ))atiently,

or at least with a coni}H)sed ( utenanee. Tliis

is oneof tJK- (principal objects » 'heir eihi ition.

They esteem nothing so unu. -thy a m-in of

sehse and constancy, as a peevish temper, and a

proncness to sudden and rash anger. And this

so far has an effect, that o'larrels happen its

rarely amongst them when t.iey are iu)t Intoxi-
j

cated with liquor, as does tin- chief cause of all
j

quarrels, hot and abusive lan^iage. Hut hn-
j

man nature is such, that, as virtues ihay with
|

proper management be engrafted ujioii almost

all sorts of vicious passions, so vices naturally

grow out of the best disi)()sitions, ; nd are tlu'

cousecpience of tlu ^L regulations that produce

and strengthen tJjeiM. This is the reason that,

wlirn the passiois of the Americans an roused,

being shut up, as it were, and converging it);o

a narrow point, they become more furious ; thc\

arc dark, .^uUen, treacherous, and imappeasable.

A people who live by lamting, who iidiabit

mean cottages, and are given to change the

place of their habitation, are seldoni very reli-

gious. Some appear to ha\f very little idea of

God. Others entertaiu better notions; they
liold the existence of tlie Supreme Being, inter-

nal and incorruptible, who lias power over all.

Satisfied with owning this, which is tradition-

ary amongst them, they give him Jio sort of
worship. There are indeed nations in Anierica,

who seem to pay some religious homage to the
sun and moon ; and, as most of them have a

notion of some invisible beings, who continually
intermi'ddle in their afiairs, they discourse much
of demons, nymphs, fairies, or beings equivalent.

Though without religi(»n. they aboimd in super-
stitions; as it is conujion for those to do, whose
subsistence depends, like theirs, upon fortune.

Great observers of omens and dreams, and pry-
ers into futurity with great eagerness, they
abound in diviners^ augurs, and magicians,
whom they rely n)uch upon in all affairs that
concern them, whether of health, war, or hunt-
ing. Their physic, which may be rather called

magic, is entirely in the hands of the priests.

The loss of any one of their people, whether
by a natural death, or by war: ' lamented by
the whole town he belongs to. In such cir-

cumstances no business is taken in hand, how-
ever important, nor any rejoicing peruiitted,

however interesting the occasion, until all the
pious ceremonies due to the dead are performed.
These are always discharged with the greatest

soleumity. The dead body is washed, anointed,
and painted, so as in some measure to abate the
horr( rs of death. Then the women lament the
loss with the most bitter cries, and the ujost

hideou.'- bowlings, intermixed with songs, wh.ich

i-elebrate the great actions of the deceased, and
those of his ai\eestors. The men mourn in a

less extravagant manner. The whole village

att( lids the body to the grave, where it is in-

t(>rr"d, hal)ited in their most sutn))tuous orna-
nients. With the body of the dcceascu are

lilaced his U)\\ and arrows, with what he valvied

most in his liti?, and ])rovisions for the long
j()urne\ he is to take: i'or they hold th mu-
mortrJily of the soul universally, hut their idea

is gross. Feasting attends this, ;'.s it (ijc; ov ry

soknmi'y. vVfter the fun<'r:;l, they v. ho .'re

nearly allied to the dcoasci' oiueal th nux'l es

in their huts for a consideral; \\u\(\ t(> iiieulge

their grief. The conqiliments of condolenc_»
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