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cxpecled, but from the tavourablc interpolition

of that power, vvhofe raorclful providence ex-

tends to the remotcd corners of the earth, are,

upon reflection, enough to cool the ardour" of

the mod cntcrprinng, and to ilagger the refolu-

tion of the molt intrepid.

In the contention between powers, equally

formed by nature to meet an oppcficion, it may

be glorious to overcome ; but to encounter

raging feas, tremendous rocks, and bulwarks

of folid ice, anddcfperately toperfiftin atttmpts

to prevail againll fuch formidable enemies ; as

the conflict is h.opclef''; fo tlic event is certain.

Ihe harditfc and nxlT fisiiful navigator, after

fxpcfinr?: hin'^Jclf and lii.s con^panions to the

moft perilous dangers, and fnlTcring in propor-

tion to his hardincls the molt complicated dif-

trelTes, mull at laft fubmir to return home with-

out fucccih, or pcrlfli by his perfeverance.

" This obferVarion Vv'ill be fufHciently juflified,

by a brief recapitulation of the Voyages that

Tiave been undertaken, with a view to the dif-

covcry of aNorth-ealt Paffagc to China and

Japan.

The firft who attempted this difcovery was

Sir Hugh Willoughby, with three fliips, fo

early as the year 1553, the sera of perilous

cnterprizes. This gentleman failed to the la-

titude of "j^ degrees north, within fight, as it

is imiagined, of New Greenland, now called

Spitlbergen j but by a Uorm was driven back^'
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