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OF CAMP CLAY.
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longer expected to live. On the same day
Fredericks ilescribed to me the scenes of

Ellison's terrible suffering, and the narrow
escape of the four who attempted In bring

up the English meat from Cape Isabella, in

NovemlJi>;r, 1883. The labor of building the

winter house made such an inroad upon the

few provisions that were left after their long

and perilous retreat from Eort Conger, that

when they moved in on November i they

had barely one thousand rations left, and
were by no means schooled to the reduced
allowances, which were necessary, I'nder
the circumstances, Greely saw his men grad-

ually ilespairing, and becoming physically and
mentally weaker, and he decided that some-
thing must be done at once or else abandon
themselves to the horrible fate that stared

them in the face. The English expedition

of 1875-6, under the command of Captain
Nares, had left a cjuantity of beef", several hun-
dred rations, cached at Cai)e Isabella, about
thirty-five miles distant from the camp, 'i'his

it was determined must be secured. On No-
vember 2 Clreely detailed Sergeants Rice and
Linn and Privates Ellison and Eredericks to

make the attempt. They took a sledge, with

sleeping-bags and cooking utensils, alcohol,

four ounces of meat, and eight ounces of bread

for a daily ration, and a little tea. The weather
was about thirty-five degrees below '^ero, the

wind biting, and the road over broken tloe

and through soft snow-drifts. Traveling was
slow, and it was three days before they reached
the cache and found the meat. They had left

their sleeping-bags antl cooking utensils sev-

eral miles back, and traveled the last day
with only the sledge and a little tea, intending

to eat some of the meat on finding it, and
use the barrels for fuel. Loading their sledge,

they started to return to their last encamp-
ment, full of hope for the future, in view of

the glorious life-giving beef which had sur-

vived so many Arctic winters. Despite the

entreaties of his comrades, Ellison insisted on
eating snow. This wet his mittens, which soon
froze stiff in the cold wind, and froze his hands
also, rhey hurried along, however, Ellison

growing weaker and weaker from tlK' pain of

his hanils : and when they finally reached their

sleepini'-bags, his feet were found to be frozen

also. They passed a frightful night, with a

tem])erature at thirty degrees below zero, and
a sufifering coinrade who rtHjuired their unre-

mitted attentions to prevent his freezing to

death. Thev cut oft" his boots and rubbetl

his feet for hours, trying to restore the cir-

culation. They had to hurry on witii their

increased load. Fredericks supjiorting Ellison,

while Rice and Linn tugged away at the sledge.

This could last but a litde while, for their
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