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MK'i'CSsioii cil' isliiiuls, unit liiick nf tlifsc isliiiul.s

tlic cuiist to l\n' lioiimlary lino is but the slojie

uf II inoiintain raiiKe. 'I'Ik; islands have nut

lieeri cxiilDi't'il, inul oviMi llie interior of Sitka is

unknown to tlie inhabitants of New ArrhauKfl,

whieli is at the iiead of a snuill sound on the

island, and is tlie ]>rinei|)al station of the Hiis-

siun (iiivernor. Tliis coast, with the neijjli-

horing isianiis, is generally well wooded iniite

down to the water. The islands are monntain-

oiis, and the general eharacter of the shore is

steep and rocky. Very little is known of the

country hack from the shore, and, with the ex-

ception of those who have gone into ISritish

("olumbia by the Stichin, which Hows into the

I'acitic in the latitiule of Silka, it is not proba-

ble that the Russians or any whites have crossed

tlie imrro .• strip of thirty miles. What we have

said of the cxjiloration of the coast to Mount
St. Elias will api)ly generally to the whole coast.

The Kussians have ascended the Copiier Hiver

for some distance, and on the Kwickpak they

have established a post at the distance of about

four hundred miles from the mouth. J!ut it

was reserved for the citizens of the United States

to navigate this river for one thousand miles,

and to jiut—for what on a m»|) before mc dated

18G5 appears as " unexplored"—a clear line,

which on all future mai)s will show that the

Youkon flows into the Kwickiiak. Most that

is known of the interior of this country luis

been obtained from the natives, who have come
to the coast to trade their furs, or have gone to

the Russian post on the Kwicki)ak for the same
l)urpose. From them wo learn that south <if

the Kwickpak the country i- generally wooded,

and contains high mountains and large lakes.

From Mount St. Elias to Alaska the shore is

well Wooded, but beyond that no forests arc

seen from the shore, though it is known that

ill the interior the forests extend for some dis-

tance north of the Kwicki)ak.

Of the Aleutian Islands we know more, for

they are small and are (piite destitute of trees,

strangely contrasting with the woody mount-
ains of the continent. The steep and rather

high mountains of which the whole country

consists appear like a genuine though rather

irregular net-work of cones, the heights and
slopings of which are of course very much di-

versified, and among which there are, in the

interior, long but narrow valleys witho\it ]ilains.

There are freipiently real jilains, as may be

seen in an engraving of I'nalaska, in a German
work of F. H. von Kittlitz, who was with a

Russian exploring expedition in the years 1S27,

'28, and '2!». These jilains have quite the char-

acter of alluvial soil, and are generally covered

with grass so luxuriant as i|uilo to im|>ede trav-

el. Raspberry bushes and dwarf willows are

also common. L'p to a considerable height the
' mountains arc covered with a rich turf, but

their toiis—some of which are 2000 feet high

—

]

exhibit nothing save the bare slate rocks, slrijis

of perpetual snow, and here ami there a \\;\y

isolate I ]ilaiits. The snow line is by no means
regular, owing to the broken surfac; of the

!
c<Miniry and the influence of the volcanic cle-

ment in the temperature of the soil.

The climate of this country is not wliat might

I

at fir><t seem to belong to its high hititM(L\ The
eastern coast of Js'cnlh America is much i older

I than the western. A glance at a nuip show-
ing the ocean currents of the I'acilic will at

(UU'C ex|ilaiu this dilVereiice. It will be seen

that the heated water of the cipuitiu- flows in a

contiinud current toward the north, and that

this northern ( iirrent comes (piite near to the

coast from the jjarallcls of .10-' to .IS ' of ni>rlh

'. latitude, thus warming the whole coast to Blount

St. Elias, and then curving along to the ]icnin-

, snia of Alaska and the Aleutian islands. The
temperature of the Aleutian Islands and of the

! coast to r>4° 40' is very much the same in the

i

winter, and for the month of Jainuiry is about
' 32", which is much higher than that of the

same latitude in the interior. The Janiu\ry

isothermal line of the Aleutian Islands runs

thrrmgh Sitka, riiiladclpbia, Amsterdam, and
' I'ekin. The clinuitc there in winter is not too

,
severe 1 > su]iport a large popnialion. Above
the Aleutian Islands, on the continent, the .Jan-

luiry isothermal runs nccrly jiarallel with the

parallel of latitude, a; the coast there is not

warmed by the ocean currents. In the sum-
' mer we find ipiite a change in the climate of

Silka and of the Aleutian Islands, Tlie Aleu-
tian Islands are cooled by the cold winds that

come from the north, and the masses of ice

j
which float down through Uchring Strait, while

Silka is protected from the mirthern winds,

and is not reached by the nuisses of ice. The
July isothermal of Sitka jiasses near Quebec.

That of the Aleutian Islands I'uns norlh near

I

the iriouth of the Kwickjiak, through North Lab-
' rador, Iceland, and Northern Norway. The
[

warmth of the interior of Russian America, as

compared with that of the Aleutian Islands, re-

sidts from its protection from the winds of the

north.

The average tempcrntui'e of the Aleutian

Islands is about .""lO
' Fabr., nearly the same as

that of Albany, Dublin, and Jeddo. From re-

ports obtained from the Sniithsimian Institute

wo extract the following, showing the range of

the thermometer at various points

:


