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CoilRESrONDKNCE nETWEKN Ml!. liAXfliOKT AMI) Mr. DUf:iIANAN.

J/r, Bancroft ti .)f jJuchanan.f

Sir, London, November .">, 1810.

While in tlio Xavy l)i']iariiiir'iit T (•aii.'Ji'd a trarod fn|>y of Wilko.s' chart of the Straits of Ilaro Ui

lie made. If nut iicfdcil in ilu' Navy Ii('|i,iit ill, 1 iviinrst that the President -nill direct it to be sent
to this Lei.'Mlioii. It is iiiliiaaled to nii' that qnt'slinns may arise willi reu'iird to the island.s east of that

Strait. 1 ask your aiithorily to nieet any such ilaini at the Ihreslioid liy the assertion of the central
channel of the Straits of ilaro as lla! main channel intended by the recent Treaty of Waahingtou.
Some of the islaniis 1 aiu well informed are uf value.

Very respnel fully, &c.

Hon. James iSuchanaii, (Signed) ' George Banckoft.
Secretary of State.

i[r. Buchanan to Mr. Bancro/t.f

Sir, Di'pnrtmcnt nf Slate, Tfanhinr/ton, Dcrnnhrr 28, 1846.

I have obtained from the Navy T'opartini'iit, and now Inuuiinit to yon, in accordance with the

re(]uest contained m your desjiat.ch Xo. 1 (Nnvember o). the lni(H'd copy of Wilkes' chart of the Straits

of Maro. 'I'liis will enalile you to act nnderstandiiiiily n|)on any i|uestion which may hereafter arise

between the Uvo( lovernineiits in rosjiecl to the sovereignty of the islands situate lietween the Continent

and Vancouver's Island. It is not jirobable, however, that any claim of this character will be seriously

preferred on the jiart of Tier I'ritannic Majesty's (lnvernmeiit to any islanil lying to the eastward of

tiie t';uial of Arro, as marked in (,'aptain Wilkes' Map of the Oregon Territory. Tiiis, 1 have no

doubt, is the channel which Lord Aberdeen liad in view when, in a conversation with Mr. Macl.ane

about the middle nf May last, on the subject of thi> resumption of the negotiation for an amicable

settlement of the Oregun ipiestion, his I.ordsbip explained the character of the ]iroposilio!i he inteiuled

to submit throui,'h Mr. I'uki'nham. As understood by Mr. Macl.aiie, and by him communicated to this

Department in his despatch of the ISth of the same month, it wa.s—" First, to divide the territory by

the extension of the line on the parallel of 4\)' to the sea ; that is to say, to the arm of the sea called

Birch's Bay, thence by the Canal de Maro and Straits of Fuea to the ocean," &e.

I am, &c.

George Bancroft, Esq., (Signed) James Buchanan.
ic, &c., &c.

[Inchisuro: Chart of the Straits of Juan do Fuca, I'uget Sound, kc.

Ex. Ex., 1841.]
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Letters of Mr. Cuamitox siiewi.vi; Mk. Bi'ciianan's Oi-inions,

Mr. Cramjiton to Viscount I'almcrston.

(No. 2.)

My Lord, Wanhitiflfoii, Janvnri/, Iti, 1848.

On the rccei]il of your Lordsliip's despatch No. 21 of the 17th ultimo, by whieh I am iiistructi i

to communicate with tlie United States' (.lovernment with a view to the ado|ilion of eaiiy measures for

laying down sucli jiarls of the line of boundaiy between the British and I'nited Stales' territory in

North Anieriea, described in tiie (Jonveiitinn of the l-'ith June, ]84il, .ts the two tiovernmeiils may,

upon mutual consultation, deem it advisabU^ to delcMiiiiiK^ 1 waili.'d upnii Mr. Buehanan for the purjiose

of putting him in jiossession of the views of Her Majesty's (lovcrnment ujion the subject.

After having read to him your Lordship's despatch, together with the Pral't of Inslru<'tioiia to the

two Conmiissioiiers to be appointed in case the views of Her Majc'sty's (ioveriimcnt wore coincided in

by the GoviT'iment of the United States, I jiroceeded to inquire of Mr. liiichanan whether iIk! minia r

suggested by your Lordship of bringing tlio matter under the consideration of the President of the

United States, by reading to him your Lordship's despatch and presenting to liiin a copy of the proposed

Draft of Instructions, would be admissible.
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