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The late Hon. "Win. Ilaniilton Merrit, of Niagara, a obn-

temporary of .Sir Etienne, a fellow soldier, and subse-

quently a lollow legislator, left: a diary ^\h. eh he ke[)t

during the war— a mass of papers—no doul^t cf mueh his-

torical value, but they were all burnt u^) with the town of

Niagara. The raw material outol which historv is formed

consists of such papers : their safely and preservation is

therefore a matter of importance to the cunrnou interest.

"We have, I fear, reason to apprehend that valuable lii>.-

torical documents are not lodged in places of safety. It is

therefore the duty of the society to take cognisance of this,

and to protect the archives of the country by every means

in its power. At a Convention ree jntly held in Ottawa, on

the occasion of the inauguration of the novr Ilail of

L'Institut Canadien, the subject of the archives of Canada

was discussed. This society sent two delegates to that

Convention, rast-Pn'sident J. M. LeMoine, Es(p, and Vice-

President Colonel Strange, and on their return they sub-

mitted a lucid report of the proceedings, adverting more

especially to the subject of the archives. Their views cor-

respond with those expressed by one of our late Presidents

—" That our first eiibrts should ];e directed to making

arrangements for collecting together, assorting and index-

ing the very valuable historical documents which we al-

ready pcssess, but which are unavailabla from being scat-

tered from one end of the Dominion to the other." No
doubt that course should be adopted, and this society

should join with others of kindred purpose in memorializ-

ing the Dominion G-overnment upon the expediency, or

rather the necessity of securing the safety and preservatioji

of the archives by gathering them together into one Public

Record Oflice. I shall not, however, attempt to discuss the

subject in the last paragraph of an address already spun

out to too greac length ; but I will suggest that a special

general meeting should be called for the purpose of dealing

with it in a manner calculated to lead to practical and

beneficial results.


