
Conclusion

formerly, Parliament was sometimes all-powerful,

whereas the people were indifferent. The relatively

large measure of constitutional rights which the

Reichstag and the Diets in Germany enjoy might be

accompanied by far keener political interest and far

deeper political understanding on the part of the

nation than has hitherto been the case. The so-

called "politification of the people" is a matter of

political education, not a question of parliamentary

power.

The statement uttered from time to time, that my
idea was to change the distribution of power between
the Crown and the Parliament in favour of the latter,

that is, to introduce parliamentary government in the

West European sense of the words, belongs to the

thickly populated realm of political fables. In my
eyes the dividing line between the rights of the Crown
and of Parliament was immutably fixed. In foreign

as well as in home politics I considered it my noblest

task, to the best of my understanding and ability, to

strengthen, support and protect the Crown, not only

on account of deep Icalty and personal affection for

the wearer, but also because I see in the Crown the

corner stone of Prussia and the keystone of the

Empire.

What we Germans need cannot be attained by
alterations in the sphere of constitutional law. The
parties which would acquire greater rights, to a large

extent still lack political judgment, political training

and consciousness of the aims of the State. In Ger-
s* 377


