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THE COMMERCIAL

BUSINISS GOSSIPING.

In times of business quietude such
ns the west has Leen passing through
since the hollday trade ceased and
money has kb & scarce a
ity In trading circles there Is always
more or less talk about the financlal

standing of almost every person, or A
jac]

firm or company connected with the
business lite of the country, and un-

Yortunately It Is true that the black|SErme

alde of things is always the side upon
which the gossips Mke to dilate with
often very damaging effects upon the

credit of any concern which may be||

luckless enough to have met with
losses which give excuse for such tatk.
It Is moreover often the case that
storles get Into circuiation about the

of which
have no foundation in fact, and the
further they go the blacker they grow
until they edther bring disaster to the
object of their maliclousness or evoke
a public dendal of the facts.

WINNIPEG PRICES CURRENT

1t is the case at p in Winnip
and has as a matter of fact always
been that there {s some of this sort of
thing golng on here. Those who
mingle much In the business iife of the
city can hear almost any day just
such stories as we have spoken of
above being actively circulated about
the financlal standing of well-known
concerns which when probed to the

poftom are apparently based solely L

upon idle rumor or are the product of
the imagination of some business rival
or interested party. We are mot ais-
posed to belleve that these rumors are
all kept in circulation as a result of
any maliclousness cn the part of the

persons who carry them as they ‘are P

h

generally circulated through th -
lessness and without any reference to
thelr possible consequences. They
are taken up and repeated without
any enquiry as to their truthfulness
which is the inexcusable part of the
business, If every story of the kind
were to be i d by the s

and the proof of its truthfuiness cailed
for the gossips would soon go out of
business for pure shame's sake Or re-
celve the just reward of thelr wicked-
ness in the well earned contempt of all
their business assoclates.

UERERRBRRE—
COMPARATIVE BANK
CLEARINGS.

The report of the Winnipeg clear-
ings house for the year 1900 is to
hand. The total clearings for the year

were smaller than those for 1899 by | odfish, w!
.77 per cent. The year's total amount- | 70

ed to $100,0306,702 as agalnsi $107,-
786,814 during the year 1890 and §90,-
64,323, In 1808, The largest month of
the year was November and the small-
a8t February. The average daily clear-
ings was $352,098. As compared with
other Canadian citles Winnipeg still
stands third for volume of clearings,
Montreal and Toronto coming first
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and second. Halifax follows W
and Victorla, Hamilton, St. John and
Vancouver come next in the order
named. The two British Columbla
citles are rapidly overtaking the cities
which precede them and will soon be
pressing Hamilton hard for fourth
place. Victoria clearings have multi-
plied about seven times in two years
and Vancouver is also gaining rapidly,
its totals for 1899 belng about five
times larger than in 1898, For 1900
Vancouver does not show up so well
but this is no doubt due to 'y

all the cities loned sh a gains Oixtmenl—§1.63 per S0 aack ; patent,
last year. These three lost consider- )hlhm‘!se—'nnn 10.50 horts,
ably the effect being to pull down the  $1L50G$12.00, ilver to aity dealers.

aggregate clearings for Canada to the
ext:t of 3.28 per cent., as compared
with 1899, The commanding position
occupiad by Montreal in the clearing
business of Canada Is demonstrated
by the fact that the total of that city
alons Is not very far short of being
equal ¢o the total for all the other
places combined.

causes which will perhaps not mani-
fest themselves this year. The phen-
omenal growth in coust clearings dur-
ing 1399 was no doubt due to the
Klondike trade. With the exception
of 1, W and Vancouver

Winnipeg Prices a Year Ago.
Followlng wen Winnipeg prices this
week last year
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A Tecent caution from S
States consul at Malng, Gegl:nm“"ree-d
lates to the danger In using . rtaln
silver mounted glasses and po:velain
warez. In manufacturing, the sfiver
on each article is applied by the means
of & process which requires the use of
potassium cyanide, and the hairlike
cracks existing in the porcelain glase
receive and retain a dancerouws
amount of this deadly poison. o use
Jr even handle these cups, g'asees
Jars, vases, or whatever the vessel
may be, is attended with great risk
The consul reports a severe c.ise of
polsoning, resulting from the . se
‘aie.wammmwmghw is c;:ﬂyuexponed o
ry m nkfort, Berlin

and Stuttgart.



