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ON THE MAKING 0F BLANK-B0OKS.
[SV l. j lt l¶WA ( Watrvlk l1ros. & Rutter. Toronto.)

B 00K MIAKING, wlich, to-day, bias reccbd airnost the idcatof perfection, hiar its beginiling in tilt! crude efforts of the
carly writers to fasten togcthcr the sheets of irl, metai or
parchmcnt, upon whichi they had cut or written their records.
The modern word "book" is dcrivicd froin theolad Saxon word
'lboc" or "beech," itudicatinR that the cariy writing was inscribed
on boards or bayk eut froni bccch grecs. The binders' wot'. at
that tinte consistcd in sccuring the différent pieces with clamps,
or hinges, or with cords passcd thraughi a bale in the cornier of
the blocks. During the middie ages anddown to the invention
of printing, bookmiakitng was entirely in the hands of the pro.
fessionai copyists in the différent monasteries, whose work con-
sistcd in transcribing and ornamenting oid L2iti ranuscripts
for the use of the monks or for wcalthy iaymen ambitious of
coliecting a library. The duty of the binder was go sew
together the différent pieces or. rawbide bands, and encase thent
in wooden boards with an outer cQvering or leather or velvel.
The covering was then dccoratcd with a fandlful design burt
juta the leather by heated tools, similar ini character to those
used by modemt book.finishers.

The resit or the introduction of printing was a v'ast inease
in the production of books, and many improvenlents have been
made in the art of booicmaing since that tnie. rbesc, how-
ever, have been mainly in greager perfection of workmanship
andin the use of finer and better materials, for books Io-day
arc bound sub3tantially as tbcy wcre in the fifgeenth and six-
tcenth centuries.

1.1IMER'RS-S AND> IILANK.UOOK tltNtING.

Trhe art of bookbînding is uic' diridcd into two distinct
branches, lctterpress binding and bl.nk-book binding. Speaking
gcnerally, ait bookcs consisting or reading matter are classed as
iettcrpress books, and ai others, whether plain, ruied, or printed,
arc cailed hiank.boocs. The work of the letterpress and the
biank.booi:, binder is totaliy différent, and few workmen have a
thorough knomiedge of bath branches. Trhe development of
large binderies, or book-malcing factories, bas caused wor)cmen
ta become speciaiists in différent departmcnts of the trade, rather
than bookbinders in the truc sense of the word. 'Fli net result
has been greater perfection of worcm.... ..,' the entire
thoughit and attention of each workman is given to bis own
brancb whether as ruler, sewer, marl..cr, cutter, rotwardt or
finisher.

l'APR

The paper which enters into the malcîng of blank-books is
as varied as the materials with which they are bound. For
the smaller and cheaper books paper 15 made in a score of quai-
hties and as many wuights; but fooiscap, small post, large post,
and double foolscap, eibher in folio or folded, arc the sizes
mairily employcd. For the larger books thc finest cf linen
ledger and band-made papers only arc used. These papers are
tiade of strong, fibrous matcrials, capable of withstanding tbe
wcar and tear Io which sucb books arc subjected. The surface

is succiaty suited to bear crasures, and thcy arc not liable ta bc-
corne discolorcd or brittie witb exposure tu iight or hecat. The
sius and weiglits of the book papers in general use in this
country are:

Fooiscap..................
Demy ....................
Mtdiusn ..................
Royal....................
Super Royal ..........
Imperiat ..................

Si le.
14 x t7
16 X 21
iSSx 23
19 x 24
20 x 28
23 x 31

Lb. to
Ream.

s6
26

36
44
54
72

if larger books arc requircd, certain of these imapers --nay be
hart in double sizes, as double foolscap, double derny, double
rcdtum, an.d for srnaller ones the papers rnay be cut or foided
in any way desired.

Tilk .MKING Or. 1LIA?4K.IOOKS.

A biank-booc, ir. the course of manufacture, passes into
niany hands. Excent (or ruiing and trimming, machinery bas
no part in its making. It is cntireiy a hand-made article. Skill,
knowiedge and judgment arc the esscntial qualifications in a
good boolcbindcr. He alonc is respoissibie for the strcngth and
stabiiity, tbe shape and set of the book. He selects the proper
boards and the most suitabie piece of leather for e.ich iridividual
book. He miust lcnow wben ta act and bow. The shape of the
back, the setting of the glue, the stretching of the leather, are
matteis of the utniost importance, anrd rio two books even of the
same si?.C, but of different thickness, are bound exactly alike.

RUINIG.

Tht- work of the ruler is to trace upan the plain paper the
pattern of faint Elnes and coiumns winch adapt tbe bookc to the
jîurpose for which it is intended. Bach part of the pattern is
ruled scparately, first the head line arnd faint uines, and alter.
wayds the vertical columils. The pens, arranged go confori
wilh the pattern required, are clamped in a beamn across the
ruling machine and the palier is carried under theni by
means of a sheet of clotb revolving upon rollets. The
color is fed by means of ink-saturated flannel wrapped around the
shanks of the pens. Dy arranging that certain af thc p.:ns are
fcd (romi flaunel carrying one color and others front another,
several colors may be ruied simuitaneausiy. In ruling the lines
which start froni the headiue, or from any place other than the
edge of the paper, an augomatic device called a 11gate " is
attached ta the machine, wbicb allows the paper to (ced oniy at
a certain speed, and whicli causes the pens to bic iifted and
dropped where requircd as tbe paper passes thraugh.

FOLDKNG AND SEVING.

Atter the palier has becu ruled, it is carefuhly eamned, and
ail soiled or broken sheets citber cleaned or removed. It la
then sent to bc priuted, if a hcading is rcquired ; otherwise,
it is folded ini sections of four or ive sheets, according to the
thickness and strength of the paper, and placcd between boards,
in a press, ta give the book grcater soiidity. At oune time, cvery
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