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“Bo Isidore was left alone in the
dim half-darknees of the shop. A littls
light fltered in through the cracks of
the du.r, enough to show him the
b :p* ¢ baskets of peaches, the melons
piled on the floor, and the late Sumumer
fruits spread out in attractive order on
the shelves and counters. The smell
of them mingled in that small warm
rvom in one musky, intoxicating odor.
It mounted to the Loy's brain as he sat
there and drow labored breaths of the
close, rich, enervating air. 1o felt the
clean cold cover of his bank-book, he
twirled his watch in his hand, and its
bright surface caught the light from a
shutter chink. As he dropped his
chain it fell with & plessant viusical
sound upon his silver box But he
must_bave sat longeat playing with
the parse of gold, and making its bright
srango stream ripple beneath thoe silken
mcshes, as ho softly cascaded it from
hand to hand.

** For then and there in the darkness
the Devil seized upon him and rent
him. How long the struggle hetween
his good and bad angels may have been
no man may know ; nor what agony of
spitit worked within him in the musty
deptbs of the close little fruit-shop.
But when his mother returned to greet
her boy, he was gone and had left no
traco behind bim—not even one orange
flower from his white straw hat.
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“She hurried to the house ¢f Mue.

Husson,and with Joconde to belp them
through the crowds that still surged
simleasly about the streets, they went
to tind the Maire. He could give them
ro information, however, nor could the
officers of the police. The news got
out, and within an hour the whole town
wa looking for Isidore, with the extra-
vagant animation of people who take
their first delightful taste of & mystery.
A gencral alerm was sent out. The
Colonel of the Grenadiers despatched
scouting-parties to make the external
cireunt of the town.  One of these dis-
covered on the Paria road the spray of
orauge Liossoms. For the rest of the
night, balf of theinbabitaats of Gisors
sat up comparing conjectures with each
other and discussing the possibilities of
t!lw young man’s having met with foul
play.

*Oa the evening of the next day,
when the regular stage-coach got in ot
its return from Paria, the peopls of
Gisors learnad the truth. Isidore bad
hailed the conveyance a mile out of
town, had paid his fare ot of his purse
of gold, snd, traveling all night, had
reached Paris in the morning; and
bad got off and di in the
streets of the great city ss though it
were the ioost natural place in the
world for & man in a white, spotiess
it of duck.

* The anthorities tried their best, but
they cruld get no further trace of the
boy. Weeks on and nothing
occured 20 shed the slightest light upon
the mystery.
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_ 1 was then the pbysican
intown, and 1 %0 be the only
proon stirring in the street early one
Fallmorning.  As I entered the market
place, fl suddenly saw a curious dark-
zray figure, in its gait and cerriage
more like a baboon tb“:: 8 maa, come
ttazgering aronud a distant comner. It
iell even a8 I saw it, and I hurried
lorward. Reaching the inanimate
form, Itried to liftit. It was s man
sunk in the depts of a profound alco-
holic stupor, with sn empty brandy
tttle clutched in his hand ; Lut it was
somo time before 1 realized thet the
lLicated, swollem, bruised, besmirched
Iace belonged to Isidore. The beautifal
white duck suit was a hideous skeleton,
of filthy rags; and the whole creature,
drees and person, wes a mas of fith,
wilure, and disfigurement, warked
with avery stain and spot thet can be
left on & wan by the inaxpressible foul
nom ol a city's lowest slume. 1
called for belp and got him home to bis

mother's. 11owas washed, healed, fod,
and set upright again, and given
another chance to behave himself, He
had nothing with him—absolutely no-
thing of all his gold and silver—except
the freedom of the town, no longer in
ita silvor casket, but tucked away,
dirty iteelf, in & dirtier pocket.

“We suspucted, however, that he
had some smsll portion of his money
hidden somewhere outside the city
limite, for when, » few days afterward,
he escaped from his mother's vigilance
and got outside the town, he came
back shortly, drunk, and with money
enough in his packet to get still more
drunk—in fact, to go on such a spree
a3 no mortal man had over gone on in
the streets of Gisors, A month later
ho repeated this performauce, and
breaking of windows was the amallest
irregularity ho committed. This oc-
curred again from time to time, until
tho city oflicials, baving cxhausted all
the minor punishmeunts they could
bestow on him, ordered him to leave
the town. It was then that Isidore
warched into the council chamber and
produced the freedom of the town that
hed been given him with his prize of
propriety—and asked the municipality
of Gisors what action it proposed to
take in the matter.

“ He remsined the town drunkard
until he died,” concluded the little
doctor, getting down off the parapet of
the bridge ; * and when I closed his
eyes the town paid my Lill.”
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