
LADias OF TIRE LoNG R~OBE.

Commend us especially to the learned
editress. llaving demonstrated the legal
aptitude of her sex, the oniy question re-
mining is, Who ujill te the first to at-
tain the highest judlicial promotion ý Shall
it be Mrs. Baron Bradweil, Miss Justice
Phoebe Connuns, or Lady Chancellor Clara
Hopgoocl Nash ý The ex-m ember for
Derry, indleed, replying to Sir J. Cole-
ridge, in the debate of the Huse of
Commons last session on the Wornan's
Suffrage question, though admitting his
consciousness that many a judge had
been an old woman, subrnittcd Ilthat was
no reason why every womnan ouglit to be
a judge." The St. Louis Lam Newvs does
not see this. Since when INuma listened
to sweet Egeria, bas not the sex, "lthe
favorite of the lawý," evinced its peculiar
legai capacity ? Juvenal describes the
iRoman ladies, in his tirne, as cager to
refine upon

l'The finest subtieties of law,
Anl raise litigious questions for a straw
lhcy meet in private, and prepare the bill,
Draw up the instructions with a iawyer's skill,
Suggest to Celisus wliere the merits lie,
ýA d dictate points for staternent or reply."

And doubtless, wbatever the quodlibet
propounded to your lady of the long robe
-the Englieli Ims of Court have just
heard of her, and her inevitable incursion
we, too, must anticipate-"e the Gordian
knot of it she wiil unloose, familiar as bier
garter." What if, ere yet, "the mute
wonder lurketh in rnen's cars to steal her
sweet and houey'd sentences," soute
natural diffidence beset the fair aspirant.
in her flhst acquaintance with Il the tedi-
ous forrns, the soiernii prate, the port dis-
pute, the dull debate " which, according
to Sir Willham Blac1kstone, occnpy the
attention of Ilthe drowsv bencli, the
babbling, hail." "lAil orators are dunit
when beauty pleads," say s Shakespeare,
and besides, the lady is only, like Curran,
to imagine that sIlO feels her littie ones
togging at her gown, and, like the great
orator, she wili forthwith be enablcd to
add the attraction of lier voice to the
rhetoric of her glance. Then shall Miss
gradualiy advance, buliy your witnesses,
and "1 sound ber quillets shrilly." ln the
next day's paper, a critique of her per-
formance will appear, nauscating as those
of xvhich the stage now ejoys a rnonop-
oly. We shall be toid that the fine tal-
enIts of Miss Augusta Coke entitie her to
a higli rank in her profession, tbat, in

consequence of a shight cold caught at a.
bail on the previous evenîng, lier exquis-
ite soprano voies was not as liquid as
usual, during lier powerful appeal in theý
case of ,Smiths v. Smith, but that, later in
the day, we were happy to observe thatý
she had quite recovered, charmed the,
Barons of the Exehequer in Jones v. The
Lord Lieutenant, and, accordiug to her-
wont,

Dropt manna, and couid maire the worseý
appear

The licIter reason, to perpiex and dash
Maturest counsel learned in the law.

Certes, your sweet girl Templars would,
protcst against Ilsitting nder " an effete
old bachelor, oetat. 87, as lecturer, who,
if lie thouglit to improve the occasion,.
would Ilwoo in language of the Pleas,
and IBencli." But verily, many a change
the latter days will bring forth. And
revolution, we need hardlv add, will also,
taire place in our law reports. INo longer
dry legai decisions likeLouglenanv. Barry,
our reports shahl revule the CJase of Swans
(7 1'tp.), where it is lield that cygnets
belong, cqually te the owner of the mnale,
and the owner of the fernale swan, "lthe
"reason therefor boing foundcd on a
"reason of nature ; for the cock swan is
"an cnibier or representation of an affe-
"tionate and truc husband to bis wife,
"above ail other fowls; for the cock swan
"holdoth himself te one fernale only, and,

"for this cause, nature bas conferred, on
"him a gift bey ond ail others ; that is
"to die se joyfuily, that he sings sweetly
"when he dies;- upon which the poet
"saith :

Dulcia defecta modulatur carmina liogua
Cantates', cygous, faneris ipse sui, &c. ''

Of course the text-books of the future
wilI corne oct on toned paper, with illus-
trations by Milais. And tise leaders of
the Irish Law Timnes will becomie quite
anacrcontic; while a dictum of Fitzger-
aid, B3., will lie cited aiong with a quo-
tation from Tennyson, for, as the father
of English jurisprudence saith, IlIt
standeth well with the gravity of our
lawyers te cite verses." We shall on--
deavour to secure the service of an epicene
editress, and, under sueh auspices, our
Christmas Number hereafter wili, doubt-
less, by a littie refreshing variety, provo,
the falsity of the proverb that Il Lady
Common-Law mxst lic alone. "-Irish Lam,
limes.
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