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rewards. Little enes had been gladdemed with the possession of a
beautiful boeok, looked for, worked for, and then valued the more
because handed to them by the Local Superintendent befors School-
wnasters, Parents, and Trustees, accompanicd with a recital of their
remarks and a kind remark iuto the bargain. These books are re:d
at houwe, and lent sometimes, therefore we may hope for benefit
from their distribution.

Rev. J. B. IrviNg, Ennox.—The library books are mostly
covered, all labelled and numbered, and are very useful in those sec-
tions where they ave. [ could wish, however, to see mors interest
taken in the library. The iufluence, however, which the school
libraries of the sectiuns have exerted, is of the most ratisfactory and
healthy character. I hope all the sections will avail themselves of
the facilities afforded them by the Educational Department, of
having libraries, and increasing the number of library books, With
oue vxception, prizes are mot given in the schools of this township,
In the achool where they are given, the scholirs work hard, there is
a healthy rivalry among them, and I hope the Trustees will, ere
Sang, give prizes in every section, to every school.

Rev. Joux Vicars, VErOLAM.—Prizes have been distributed in
several of the schouls, with, I believe, excellent effect ; & more rey-
alar attendance has, in this way, been secured.

F. Qaxiey, Esq, M. D., Brouk.—Prizes were only given in
one school im the township lust year, amd ia that one school their
dlistribution was attended with the most beneficial results,

Rev. James FereUsoN, Oro.—Prizes were distributed in four
of the schools, and it is to be hoped, we will soon have them in all.
There is no doubt they would, in the hands of able teachers, help
to foster and maintaiu a spirit of general emulation and competition,
80 desirable and necessary for the furtherance of the cause of edu-
cation.  Well selected works to the value of eighty dollars have
buen added to the township library.

Rev. ALexaNpeR MACLENNAN, TossoRONTIO.~There was an in-
<crease of atteudance in all our schools this year. This very desira-
ble change is the result of the active use of several means, some of
whick canwot be traced out or described ; but there is not the least

doubt, that the. very liberal distribution of prizes which has been’

@ade iu this township this year, is prominent among the most
effectual.  Priges were distributed in each section,'and at a town-
ship examinatiou besides. The amount thus expended is very con-
siderable, when the extent of the township, the number of its pop-
ulation and children under sixtoon, and the attendance is taken into
conaideration. - It was kupwn to the teachers, aud thus communica-
ted to all the pupils of the diffsrent schools at a very early period in
the year, that regular attendanc, diligence and good conduact during
1867, would be ackuowledged, encouraged and rewarded at the
closing examination by awarding valuable prizes. The result was
favourable, as some of the usual obstacles to attendance were thus
removed, ' ‘

Dawier MeLrop, Esq., Nrrsov.—Five schools have had prizes
dgstqbuted, and where [ have had the opportunity of witnessing the
distribution of prizes, it exerted a laudable spirit of emulatjon
:mtgng the pupils, and a happy feeling among the parepts and spes-

ators. : :

Davip RoBERTSON, Esq., M. D., NassaGAwWEYA.—Prizes are
given in most of the achools, and seem to do good, by creating a
healthful rivalry among the pupils, especially when distributed judi-
ciously. They should be given to those only who have earned them
during a certain time : that is, the result should depend on every
day’s stady, dating from the last distribution. The township exam.-
Ination passed off quite satisfactorily, aud the people all eviuced a
atrong interest in it, This year another similar examination has
n held. This is the third competitive examination for the town-
ship ; the council scems determined to contiuue it.

JoHN AskiN, Esq., TRA¥ALGAR.—We have had prizes and merit

ks awarded in many of our schools ; this has been productive of

800d results ; it has induced greater regularity of attendancs, and
More weal in study on the part of the pupils.

- Rev, Joun Porreous, BeverLey.—I judge that prizes must
be deemed advantageous from the fact of more schools having them

distributed every year.
. Rev. Roserr Grant, Fransorovan, Easr.—Prizes were given
1n some of the schools, and from all parties interested, I learn that
% good effect was produced. I am of opinion that the system of
8ving prizes is decidedly beneficial, ‘
Rev. Joun Lkes, ANcASTER.—There are school libraries in four
%ectiong, and in three of these the books are all covered, numbered
and hbellgd ; in four lections there are SBabbath School libraries,
there is reason to beliove that they are exerting & favourable

influence upon the minds aud actions both of parents and children
where the books have been carefully read.  Prizes procured from
the Department in Toronto, have been given to the pupils in five
sections, and there are grouuds to believe with general satisfaction -
and good resnlts,

REv. JoHN ARMOUR, BurrorD.—The library books are covered,
labelled and numbered, and the regulations are strictly observed.
The influence the library exerts must be good in proportion as the
books are read ; good books, if read, must produce a good effect.
The influence of the distribation of prizes, there cannot be a doubt
is both great and good.  They not only impart edification te the
recipient ; but they have a great influence to call forth exertion and
labor, to make prugress, and to form character.

Err Gregoky, Esq.,, Loura.—There is a splendid Township
Library, the works in which are labelled, numbered and distributed
in the different school suctions.  This has had a good influence on
the young as well as the old. Thare was a resolution possed in the
Couuncil requiring all Librariaus to retura their books at lesst once
a year. There have been prizes given in several schools, with good
results. '

Rev. Joun WiLkINsoN, NorwicH SourhH.—I Wwas present at the
Otterville examination, when about eight dollars worth of prises
were being distributed jn the presence of parents and guardians,
with seeming satisfaction to all concerned. I aw inclined to think
the practice should be more geuerally observed, and the expense
loss regarded, for no doubt the effect would be profitable and happy.

Rev. Joax FrrausoN,.  Grev, Momeris, &c.—In Grey, the
schools are: provided with a library, granted by the Municipal
Council each Section has about 42 volumes, and they are frequently
called for and read by both pupils and parents. The amount of
good which would arise from each school being supplied with a
proper library is incalculable, and is, moreover, a matter to which
sufficient attention has not hitherto been paid.

Cyrus Oaxo, Esq., Howsok.—Prize-books have been distrib-.
uted in some of the sohools, and with: very good results. _ Fthink I
can induce more of the. Trustees next yesr to provide prises. :

Rev. Marraew Barr, McKizLop, &c.—The books in all the
libraries are covered, numbered and labelled, and where the
regulations in regard to libraries are strictly observed, the
influence is beneficial and gratifying. In common School
Section, No. 2, McKillop, tha volumes are open to the whole
section, whereas in Union School Section, No. 7, Tuckersmith, the-
volumes are open only to the papils. - Perhaps it may be owing to
this difference that the saparate applications for volumes during the
year amounted, in the former Section to 418, nearly three times the
nymber of separate applications for voluines in all three Sections
having libraries in Tuckersmith, namely, 142.  Prizes are distrib-
uted according to merit, in most of our schools, and with very ben-
eficial and gratifying results. ' '

JoHN Eckrorp, Esq., BRaNT, Carnick, &c.—The distribution
of prizes, which has an excellent effuct, is becoming more general ;
but we still continue, in almost every case, o give smaller books, -
cards, &c., to all the others, and cheer them onwards to.a place im
the prize list, This answers more than one good purpose. S

Cuas. Harnig, EsQ.; Nissouxr Wesr—I have always - fountd
under the old system of awarding prizea on the report ordecision of
the teachers, or by underhand preparatory exercises, dissatisfaction
ensued (as too -frequently o¢curred—the children of the teacher’s
patrous succeeded) therefore, if any method is unobjectionable, it
must be founded on the principles recommended by yourself.. Un
a recent occasion, when examining a school and finding the best:.
scholar at the foot of the clasg, I inquired of the teacher what was'
the cause, to which he gave the following important information :— -
‘‘He kept a book to record the marks of merit, good eonduct,
&c., from one period tg another, so that any pupil on receiving tha ..
highest mark ou auy day, had to go to the foot of the class onthe -
following, aud no marks could be given to the same pupil until the
head place was again attained, and ue mark would be given to-wny

1 pupil, bowevar high the standing in the class, who would make-in- -

fractions of the rules of the school, by which mesans the greatest
order and improvement prevailed, and hope and every inducement: -
to improve ayd excel were given to all. : ‘ ot
Harxisox THOMPSON, EaQ., Mercarre.—The Library appears to
oreate a very good influence in the neighborhood, as all the books
have been rea?i by quite a number of persons, . In the sohqols whgro
prizes were distributed, they gave general satisfaction, stimulating -
a desire in the pupils to strive who would make the best progroes in
his studies. f am using my influence with the Trnstees of every -

 School Section ui‘h. the Towaship: of Melcalfeto got prize-books-for :

|all deserving pupils.



