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Appendix 401

position of one of Her Majesty’s plenipotentiaries, charged 
not only with the responsibility of my duty of what 1 
owed to Canada, but also the responsibility of my duty 
to the Empire. I can only say. Sir, that I felt I would 
best discharge my duty to the Empire by steadily keep­
ing in view the interest of Canada. I believe, Sir, that 
there is no way in which any public man in this country 
can promote the interests of the great Empire of which 
we form a part, better, or as well, as by taking such a 
course of public action, as will build up a great British 
community on this northern portion of the Continent of 
America. I believe. Sir, that we owe it to the Empire as 
well as to ourselves, steadily to keep in view every measure 
that will conduce to the rapid progress of Canada, the 
development of our inexhaustible resources and the build­
ing up of a great and powerful British Dominion on this 
side of the Atlantic. I say. Sir, that in the discharge of 
my duty I have steadily kept that conviction in view, and 
I believe the course which has been pursued will not only 
commend itself to the judgment and support of the great 
majority in this House, but that the great majority of 
the people in this country will feel that in the adoption of 
this treaty we are taking a step that is calculated to con­
duce to the progress and greatness and best interests of 
Canada.


