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The work of tb« Oeologloal Survey as pre-
*ei\\^ in the Iteptnt for i87l 72, consisted of
KxploriitlonH in^rltlsb Columbia, by the
UtMfltor, Alfred Helwyn, Ehq.; Report on
the OOHl flelda of the E. ooat>t uf Vancouver
iMIttUd, by Mr. Jas. Richardson ; Report ot
furthur ••ixplorntlons and Surveys between
Lake ^aperlor and the Alb tny River, by
Mr. HOMrt Itoll; Exploration between'
Lalc«li( John and Lane Mlstast-lnl, by Mr.
wa*ter Mcuuat; l^i ogress of the Uarvey in
(ho oountlOM of Fronienac, Leeds and La-
mirk, by Mr. H. O. Vennor; Progress of
lavtwtigtttioiis in New Brunswick, by Prof.
L. W. i4itlloyj nnd Summary of statistics
of Mines and Mlnerul Produce of the Domi-
nion,

^'Hidei) these investigations and surveys,
exploration was ounMnued by Mr. Scott.

Biirlow, in the coal fields of Nova Scotia.
tM) miles of rO)UJs, rivers, streams and lines
through the woods were measured, and the
dlpaAl tniiifral character uf every rock
expO)>ure met wl<,h. About 60 square miles
were th(l'« measured. The last month of
the Nensou was spent in proving the out-
oroM ofsome of the ooat seams by borings,
ana sinking small pUs where points oflm-
portonoe were llitely to be determined. The
o<«mliig im of winter prevented the comple-
tion or th» work, which Mr. Barlow was to
retiume on tlte opening of sprlDg, and was
likewise to prosecute the general explora-
tion (tf the coal held
The W(trk dt tracing and mapping the dis-

tribution of the Laurentlan Umetitone bands
on the upper waters of the Lldvre, Petite
Nation and Rouge Rivers has been further
fldvMiced bv Mr. James Lowe.
Mr. Robert Barlow and Mr. Arthur

Webfter were engaged on the map of the
BAStern Townifhips and the North shore of
the H(, Liiwrence. between Montreal and
Quebeet whleh it is hoped will be completed
milTS.
About liiOO specimens were added to the

ooUeeilon during the year.

IRITMH COLtTMBIA EXPIA>RATI0N&

Unexpected delays, and difBoultles in
proonrln«menand necessary supplies, with
oth^r obstrnctiotiii render the rtsuiiof this
explorAtbni less than mighthave beenex-
peoted. Rnt{ajgeneral knowledge ofthe phy-
I'ioal ehara-Mer of the countiy has been ob-
tained whleh will be very valuable in pro-
ieeuttng more dctttlUd investU^Uons. The
preparHtlonsln Victoriawere notcompleted
till the 2lth July, j ht^ first camp in British
}!lolumMfl, on the 2Hth July, was 13 miles
rom Yale, the head ai navigation, on the
Fraser river. On the »lsi July the party
reaobed Lytton, 07 miles above Yale : on the
itod AU4UHt» lipenoe's Bridge, 2» miles up
(he valley of the Thompson was reached.
_ Alonif the valley of the Fraser and the
TliismpiHm to ^pence's Bridk.e, there is
Mareely lioy lami that 1» suitable fur larms.
There ant UmKed patches capable ofgarden

cultivation on *he gravel terraces, and the
narrow alluvial flats occMSionally burderiag
the river. At the Moumaln House, 86}
miles fyom Yale, there are a few hundred
acres of tolerably level land with a ilght
sandy loam soil. ThecharHCterof the valley
of thH Fraser and of the Thompson, its tri-

butary, is that of a deep gorge cut obliquely
through the eastern flank of the CascaUe
mouniainis, wMcb rise In precipitous ridges
Itom 2 to 7,000 feet high, almost from the
water's edge. These are for the most mo«t
gart clothed with pine and fir. Except a
Irch now and then tbere are no hard wood

trees. At Spetice's Bridge, the Thompson
is 218 yards wMs, with a strong rapid cur-
rent. About o(ie mile above it the Nicola
JoiDM the Thompson. This river drHins a
wide section ofcountry, eastwuid and soui.^
wurd. and is stated f* be hAu grazing aad
Harming district. A se^m of cual has also
been discovered in the Nicola valley. Tue
country for 88 miles iromSpeuce's Bridge
toKamloops Is of the same character us In
the Nicola valley. The soil is of the richest
desoilption, and there are quite a number ol

laige well cultivated farms. The valley of
the North Thompson tor 75 miles above
Kamloops. though not probably a eraglng
more than a mile in breadth, presents some
considerable areas of farming land. The
fra^s is most luxuriant, and would out from
to 2 tons an acre. There are nowhite se tl< rs

after the first 15 miles l^m Kamloops. For
more than 80 miles above Kamlnope the
country is tolerably open, but beyond that
the forest is very thick. About iUO mlle»
from Kamloops Is an open grassy flat,

known as " The Little Paddock" where is

ttie last good feeding ground fur horses for
many milesup the nver. The soil is a rich
ilarkloan^, well covered with grass and
bushes with a few scattered piueand poi>jar
trees.
On the 5th September, the watershed to

the north was reached, composed of
swampy and moss covered meadows. The
next day, after about two milet* of thick
forest, the country again opened into long
meadows, bordered by woods and narrow
belt) of limber. The grass was already
brown from frost, and the next night there
was ice on the pools. ThH day's Journey
was on a general northerly course througn
an undulating forest country Interspersed
with open swampy meadows. On the
8th the course was up a steep, thickly-tim-
bered range At &.700 feetabove sea-level the
party found themselves oii|opeu, grassy
hills, above the valley of the Blue river, a
large tributary of the Thompson. The scen-
ery was grandly picturesque. The descent
to the valley was agaiu through a thick
forest of large timber, hemlock, spruce,
flr and cedar. The ground was covered with
moss. The country constantly became more
dlfiaoult, the road being altfigether through
dense finrests, altematlng with boggy creeks
and steep sldeilng hitls. The absence of
wind was r»<markable. For more than a
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